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 In a recent disturbing deci-
sion, the Appellate Division of the 
New York State Supreme Court, Sec-
ond Department, ruled that a disabled 
resident could be legally locked out 
of her Supportive Housing apartment.  
The court held that this was permissi-
ble because she had signed away her 
due process rights as a condition of 
obtaining and retaining the housing. 
 Well-settled legal precedent 
was ignored when the Court decided 
that a 62-year old mentally and physi-
cally disabled woman was not to be 
afforded a right that is typically en-
joyed by non-disabled tenants, that is, 
a right to notice and hearing before an 
eviction.  In the case of Coppa v. 
LaSpina and TSLI, our client, Ms. 
Coppa, contested the lockout.  The 
defendants claimed they were entitled 
to do so pursuant to a waiver of due 
process rights which all applicants to 
their particular Supported/Supportive 
Housing program must sign as a con-

dition of the tenancy.  They accused 
her of breaching house rules and, de-
spite her subsequent compliance, the 
defendants decided she was difficult 
and uncooperative.  So, our client was 
locked out, was refused re-entry to 
obtain her medications, and was not 
provided alternative housing even 
when she told the defendants that she 
had no place to go.  She slept in a car 
for two weekend nights in the dead of 
winter until she could contact her 
case manager the following Monday.   
 In the decision, the Appellate 
Division inexplicably disregarded 
the ruling of New York State’s high-
est court, the Court of Appeals, that 
waivers of statutory rights executed 
in advance of a breach of a duty are 
void and that courts have a duty to 
protect the rights of the disabled.   In 
addition, the court ignored that the 
defendants’ program is subsidized 
by the federal Supportive Housing 
Program and the NYS Office of 
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Delayed Lease Signing OK Where P.O. 
Returns Mail  

 Our Nassau Civil Unit success-
fully defended an eviction where the 
landlord claimed the tenant took too 
long to renew his lease. 
 In August, 2006 the landlord 
sent the tenant a lease renewal by cer-
tified mail according to ETPA proce-
dure, which affords special rights and 

protections to certain tenants.* The 
lease was to expire on November 
30, 2006, but the tenant never re-
ceived the certified letter, and so 
did not respond to the notice of 
lease renewal in time.  Although 
the landlord sent the renewal by 
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Mental Health (OMH) Supportive Housing Pro-
gram.   OMH requires a landlord/tenant relation-
ship between TSLI and Ms. Coppa, a relationship 
that, in turn, requires a court proceeding to evict.   
There are also federal statutes and regulations 
which guarantee mentally disabled and HIV-
positive residents of Supportive Housing due proc-
ess prior to termination.  The defendants had 
signed a HUD (Housing and Urban Development) 
contract agreeing to comply with federal direc-
tives.   
The implications of the case have many mental 
health advocates rightfully concerned about the 
security and well-being of their disabled clients 
who, according to the decision, could face home-
lessness with little warning.  Rest assured that we 
will not concede defeat and will seek reversal of 
this decision before the Court of Appeals.     We 
wish to extend our gratitude to the many agencies 
who have offered to join us in the challenge.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Denied Due Process a letter from the New York State Office of Tempo-
rary & Disability Assistance Division of Disability 
Determinations (DDD) which says: 
  
“ODAR asked us to examine the evidence support-
ing the Social Security claim.  This review may 
result in a favorable decision on the disability 
claim.  If we cannot make a fully favorable deci-
sion, the claim will be returned to ODAR without 
any interruption in the appeals process... 
  
To facilitate processing of the review, please pro-
vide us with copies of any medical evidence you 
have that was not previously submitted.  In the 
next few days, we will be sending you ... some 
forms to complete and sign.  It is important that 
you return the completed forms and submit evi-
dence you wish considered  within 14 days, or let 
us know if more time is needed.  A return envelope 
is enclosed for your convenience.  
We may also request that your client attend an ex-
amination at our expense.” 
 
 It is certainly in the client's best interest to re-
spond and move things along.  JUST WATCH 
FOR DEADLINES ... toll free numbers are pro-
vided to ask for extensions of the 14 day dead-
line.  If your client has an advocate at Law Ser-
vices working on their So-
cial Security claim, they 
should contact them im-
mediately.  If not, clients 
can certainly respond on 
their own providing DDD 
with new helpful medical 
evidence  in the post paid 
envelopes provided.  They 
should attend any scheduled consultative exam 
(bringing along evidence to bring that doctor up to 
speed). Naturally, they should keep copies of what 
they send. Some may win their case at this stage ... 
if not, they will still be protected by the right to 
a hearing. 

Candace Appleton, Sr. Staff Attorney, DAP Unit 

To help ease the tremendous backlog at the Social 
Security Administration's Office of Disability Ad-
judication and Review (ODAR),  a new "informal 
review" procedure has been instituted.  Rumor 
has it that some 4,000 cases in New York have 
been selected for such reviews, and some have 
even been approved!  Law Services has begun 
seeing them. 
 
Cases awaiting hearings at ODAR are being 
pulled and remanded to the Division of Disability 
Determinations anywhere in NY State. Claimants 
(and their advocates) should be on the lookout for 

New “Informal Review” Procedure 
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 Did you know that tenants living in certain 
apartment developments here on Long Island have 
special eviction protections under the law not avail-
able to others?  These little known, special protec-
tions may apply to some of your clients if they live 
in what is referred to as “Low Income Housing Tax 
Credit” (LIHTC) developments.  Under state and 
federal law, tenants living in LIHTC developments 
are automatically entitled to have their leases re-
newed at the end of the lease term.  
 
 There are 21 such developments in Suffolk 
County.*   The owners of these developments re-
ceive lucrative tax credits from the federal govern-
ment in exchange for providing affordable housing. 
The landlord cannot simply refuse to renew the 
lease once the lease term is up. Rather, the landlord 
must have a “good cause” basis for not renewing.  
And, the landlord’s 30-day notice and court evic-
tion petition must comply with certain technical 
requirements.  Here’s what to look for: 
 1.  The tenant’s 30-notice must state a 
“good cause” basis for the Landlord’s refusal to re-
new the lease; 
  2.   The holdover petition must indicate that 
the apartment is an LIHTC unit; 
 3.   The petition must state what the “good 
cause” basis is for the non-renewal. 
 4.  If the tenant receives Section 8, that must 
also be stated in the Petition. 
 
If the 30-day notice and/or eviction petition do 
not comply with these requirements, the petition 
can be dismissed.  Should any such clients face 
eviction, contact our office for assistance.  
*For a complete listing of apartment complexes that must follow these special 
renewal rights, visit www.licht.huduser.org/extrat/output.odb.           

 

Ellen Krakow, Staff Attorney, MHLP 

SPECIAL LEASE 
PROTECTIONS 

certified mail, the letter was sent back to him 
informing him it was “unclaimed.”   While the 
tenant failed to sign the lease within sixty days 
from the date of the mailing as was required by 
law, he did sign the lease on November 21st and 
returned it to the landlord before the prior lease 
term expired.   Meanwhile, the landlord contin-
ued to accept the rent.   
 
Lesley Tse,  staff attorney in our Civil Unit in 
Hempstead, represented the tenant in this case 
and filed a Motion to Dismiss on the grounds 
that the tenant cured his failure to renew the 
lease within 60 days by renewing on November 
21st.  Furthermore,  the landlord accepted this 
late renewal by continuing to accept the rent.  
She also relied on the case,  67 8th Avenue As-
sociates v. Hochstadt,  First Department,  which 
held that the tenant’s failure to timely respond to 
the landlord’s renewal notice sent by certified 
mail is excusable when 
the landlord was informed 
that the mail was 
“unclaimed.”   The Court 
agreed that the tenant’s 
lease should be renewed 
and the Motion to Dismiss 
was granted.  Great work,    
Lesley. 
* ETPA Emergency Tenant Protection Act  is applicable to spe-
cific apartments in Nassau. The law provides procedures to re-
new leases, sets limits on rent increases, and includes other tenant 
protections. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Delayed Lease   

Effective June, 2007 
the Earned Income  

Disregard  for Public  
Assistance  Families Has In-

creased to 48% . 
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Storage Expense Must be Considered in Calculating Emergency 
Housing Contribution 

 
Emergency housing assistance is available to families and individuals who have an immediate need for 
shelter.  While the individual or a family resides in emergency housing they are subject to income and re-
source eligibility requirements.   Based on the budget, a family or individual with other than Public Assis-
tance income may be requested to contribute to their shelter costs.  Families in temporary housing are usu-
ally entitled to have the Department of Social Services (DSS) assist them with storage fees. Routinely, 
DSS has not factored  storage fees as a countable expense when calculating a recipient’s shelter contribu-
tion.   We have challenged this practice in other cases claiming that the recurring expense should be in-
cluded in the “standard of need”,  but with little success.  
 
In this case, the client was a non-public assistance single individual.  Her only source of income was $774 
in Social Security Disability.  Because she was a single individual with income, she was required to pay 
her own storage fees of $215 per month.   In addition to paying her storage fees, DSS also made a determi-
nation that she must contribute $573 towards the shelter expense.  This resulted in a shelter bill which ex-
ceeded the balance of her income!   
 
Robin Sparks, an attorney in our Welfare Unit,  requested a reconsideration of the unfavorable fair hearing 
decision in this case.  The Principal Administrative Law Judge in Albany agreed that out of pocket storage 
expenses reduces the amount that a recipient must contribute to emergency housing. Great work, Robin! 
 
For a copy of the amended fair hearing decision, please contact Cathy Lucidi at 631 232-2400.  Please refer to 
FH#4307124P. 

 
Spouse’s Refusal to Provide Financials Should Not Impede Medicaid  

 
DSS denied Mr. B.’s application for Medicaid because he failed to submit information about his wife’s 
income.  Mr. B. was a 62 year old man living separately but in the same house as his wife.  In lieu of infor-
mation about his wife’s wages, the appellant submitted a signed statement from his wife which stated that 
they were separated and that she refuses to provide any financial assistance to him. 
 
Our Welfare Unit represented Mr. B. in his appeal and received an amended fair hearing decision reversing 
the denial of his application.  The holding states that a married applicant must provide DSS with accurate 
information about his spouse’s income and resources,  but as long as the agency has information regarding 
the applicant’s income and resources, eligibility can be determined.  DSS can then pursue support if the 
non-compliant legally responsible spouse is denying responsibility or refusing cooperation  However, 
Medicaid must be provided to the applicant in the interim if otherwise eligible. For a copy of the amended 
fair hearing decision, please contact Cathy Lucidi at 631 232-2400.  Please refer to FH#45866721. 

Notable Fair Hearing Decisions  
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Mark Your Calendars   
Nassau-Suffolk Coalition for the Homeless 

 Upcoming Events 
19th Annual Keys for the Homeless Conference                                                                      
October 12, 2007, 8AM – 3:45PM.                                      
Touro Law Center                                                                       
Registration is $60 in advance. 

 SAVE THE DATE February 13, 2008, 6PM –   “Have a 
Heart for the Homeless”  Candlelight Vigil                                                                                      
Location to be Determined. For more info: www.nsch.org 

New Project to Assist  
People With  Disabilities  

New York Public Lawyers for the Public Interest, Inc (NYLPI) 
has a new project called Durable Medical Equipment Project 
that will provide free lawyers for people with disabilities living in 
Nassau and Suffolk County, who have been denied Durable 
Medical Equipment by Medicaid. For more information contact 
Michele Kraus at 212 244-4664. 

Health & Education Fair a Great Success 
Nassau/Suffolk Law Services joined the 
NAACP, The Suffolk County Department of Health, and 
The Suffolk County Office of  Minority Affairs to sponsor 
a Health and Education Fair held on August 4, 2007.  
This was an important informational and networking 
event where we distributed information to the Central 
Islip community about our legal services. We continue to 
welcome opportunities to partner with organizations in 
outreach efforts to the minority communities. 

GREAT ESCAPES PHOTO  
CONTEST  ANNOUNCED 
Nassau/Suffolk Law Services is kicking off a 
photo contest seeking Long Islanders’ best 

vacation getaway photos as part of our 2008 Appointment Book 
Fundraiser.  This year our theme is Great Escapes. 

The Great Escapes Commitment to Justice Appointment Book 
will feature the 12 best photos submitted for its first getaway 
themed book.  The photos must be original photos and must be 
submitted as hi resolution digital photos (jpeg or tiff).  Entries 
must be submitted to Nassau Suffolk Law Services,  1757 Veter-
ans Hwy Suite 50, Islandia, N.Y. 11749, Att: “Photo contest” no 
later than September 14, 2007.  Photos become the property of 
Law Services and cannot be returned.  Winners will receive a 
free copy of the book and see their 
photos grace the months of the beauti-
fully bound color book, as well as 
receive credit for the photo.  

The Great Escapes Appointment 
Book is available for $25 (use the 
order form below).  Proceeds from 
the books help provide the much 
needed funding that enables Nassau 
/Suffolk to provide legal assistance to low-income, disabled and 
disadvantaged Long Islanders. To obtain a contest application, 
or for more information, visit www.nslawservices.org.  

 

Local Training Announcements: 
 
Educational Rights of Students in Temporary 
Housing:Sponsored by NYS TEACH  
10/10/07 at Eastern Suffolk BOCES, Holbrook 
OR 11/30/07 Nassau BOCES, Garden City. To 
register call 1800 388-2014 or info@nysteachs.org 
 

Basics of Immigration Law & Immigration and 
Public Benefits Eligibility– FREE 
Sponsored by NY Immigration Coalition, Empire Jus-
tice Center, and LI Immigrant Alliance for Attorneys, 
paralegals and Community Advocates Sept. 17, 2007 
9:30-4:30 CLE Credit Available 
Touro Law Center, Central Islip Pre-registration   
required 212 627-2227 x 227 Name 

Firm 

Address 

Phone 

E-mail Address 

Visa  Mastercard 

Credit Card No.   Expiration Date 

Quantity  

Signature  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - 

Make check payable to Nassau/Suffolk Law Services, 1 Helen Keller  Way, 5th Flr. 
Hempstead, NY 11550 Att: Maureen  For further details call  (516) 292-8100 x3176 

Only $25 each if picked up 
or $30 each if shipped to 

you! 

Commitment to Justice Appointment Book 
PREORDER FORM 

 
Please donate my appointment book to a non profit  
organization or individual in need 
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Volunteer Attorney Recognized for Her Work 
By Rhoda Selvin 

 Joanne Allar,  Pro Bono Attorney of the Month for June 2007, most empathetically and effectively represents 
Suffolk County’s indigent citizens who must confront the legal system.  Since she was honored as Pro Bono Attorney of 
the Month a little more than five years ago she has spent more than 152  hours on five matrimonial cases.   
 In one case, the client had to seek Allar’s services a second time over a year after the initial divorce was granted 
because her ex-husband was not paying her court-ordered benefits.  The original case, which ultimately required 56 hours, 
had been difficult from the start.  The client, left with two handicapped, teen-aged sons had to fight her uncooperative hus-
band every step of the way for medical support for the children and pension benefits.  Allar also helped the client with the 
lease on the new apartment she needed after the house she had been living in was sold.  That was not quite as straightfor-
ward as it may seem, because her son owned the house.  Allar managed to get him to pay back money he owed his mother 
so she could afford the move.   
 The ex-husband, however,  took his pension in a lump sum and by depositing it in his father’s bank account re-
moved the money from his own name.  When his ex-wife turned back to Allar for help, Allar pointed out to the ex-
husband and his attorney that the court-ordered pension payments must be paid.  After attempts at cooperation over many 
hours, Allar went back to court.  Although the divorce case was closed in June 2005, Allar’s client did not receive her first 
pension check until earlier this spring.  By then Allar had added eleven hours to her work with this client. 
 Allar was a dental assistant earlier in her life, then worked her way through higher education as a hair stylist, 
graduating from Dowling College in 1983 and Touro College, Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center in 1988.  She is a partner in 
the firm of Van Nostrand and Martin of Amityville, where she has worked since 1989. 
 She is a member of Suffolk County Bar Association, the New York State Bar Association, and the Suffolk County 
Women’s Bar Association. In the past she was an officer of the Suffolk County Academy of Law.  Active in Republican 
politics, she is a past president of the Babylon Village Republican Club, an Executive Board member of the Town of 
Babylon Women’s Republican Club, and a member of the Suffolk County Women’s Republican Club. 
 Outside of the profession, she holds the rank of lieutenant commander in the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, is a 
member of its Homeland Security Force, and is the civil rights officer for the First Southern District of the United States, 
working with the Coast Guard itself.  She is also a member of Friends of the Library of Babylon Village, the Business and 
Professional Women’s Club of the North Shore, and past president of the Pilot International Babylon, a service organiza-
tion that helps senior citizens and outfits indigent children starting school with clothes and supplies. 
 The Pro Bono Project counts on Joanne Allar for her willingness to accept cases and carry them sensitively  to 
their  conclusion.  It is a pleasure to name her Pro Bono Attorney of the Month once again. 

Pro Bono Raffle a Huge Success  
   

The Suffolk County Bar Association Pro Bono Foundation held their Barbe-
cue at the Bar Center PBP Limited Share Raffle on June 14th, 2007.  In addi-
tion to the free barbecue, attendees enjoyed the thrill of winning many prizes 
with the top prize of $7,500.  In total the foundation sold $26,000 in tickets  
and the profit is to be shared by the Pro Bono Project and the SCBA Pro 
Bono Foundation.  Special thanks to Rick Stern for the creation and motiva-
tion of this special raffle.  Also many thanks to Jim Winkler the Chair of the 
Pro Bono Foundation and the master of ceremonies for this event.  Lastly,  thank you to Jane La-
Cova, Marion Baumer and Joy Ferrari of the Suffolk County Bar Association for working so hard 
and making  this such a successful fundraiser.      
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In 1977, Rose Ruiz was hired as a legal secretary in our Riverhead office.  A diminutive per-
son with a powerful personality, enormous intelligence and prodigious organizational skills, 

Rose quickly made her mark on that small office, and within a very little time upon the program as a whole.  
On August 3rd, after thirty years, Rose is retiring from her current position as paralegal, leaving behind a 
gap which no one else can ever completely fill. 
 
For many years, Rose assisted private attorneys handling divorces for our Pro Bono Project with the bur-
densome paperwork those cases require. When we received funding from Suffolk County more than 15 
years ago to handle divorces for victims of domestic violence, we recognized that the new project would 
require an accomplished paralegal to assist the attorneys, and Rose was promoted to fill that spot.  She is 
the one staff person who has remained in the Domestic Violence Project during its entire history to date.  
With her sharp wit, her insistence on producing high quality work, and her not insignificant powers of per-
suasion, Rose has been a force to be reckoned with, as anyone who has worked with her and many oppos-
ing counsel will attest.  She has earned the respect not only of clients and staff,  but also of court personnel, 
who are well aware of the important role she plays in promoting the interests of our clients. 
 
On August 1, Law Services hosted a retirement party in tribute to Rose, attended by former Law Services 
staff and members of Rose’s family, in addition to a large contingent of current staff.  In presenting Rose 
with a plaque honoring her many years of dedicated service, our Executive Director, Jeff Seigel, com-
mented, “Rose cares as much about our clients and about Law Services as anyone who has ever worked 
here. I feel privileged to have been able to work with her.” Cathy Lucidi of our Legal Support Center for 
Advocates composed a poem in honor of the occasion. 
 
Rose herself commented, “Everyone here shares the same passion for legal services.”  In recent weeks, as 
she has been closing out cases and clearing out her office, many of us have heard her repeat, “In all the 
years I’ve been here, there’s never been a day when I wasn’t happy to come to work.”  We will all miss 
Rose, and hope she will keep her promise to drop by often. 

   A Legend in Her Own Time Written by Beth Wickey 

 

 



NASSAU SUFFOLK LAW SERVICES’  
ADVISORY COUNCIL INSTALLS NEW OFFICERS 

Nassau Suffolk Law Services is proud to announce that on June 12, 2007 Laurie Bloom, Director of Market-
ing and Communications at Rivkin Radler LLP, was installed as the new Chair of Law Services’ Advisory 
Council.  Returning for a second term of service on the Council are Susan West, Consumer Advocate for 
Keyspan, as Vice Chair, and Victoria Roberts of the Law 
Offices of Frederick Brewington, as Secretary. In a brief 
presentation at the Nassau County Bar Association, Jeffrey 
Seigel, Executive Director, and the Council thanked Irene 
Villacci, Esq. for her exemplary service as the Council’s 
Chair for the past two years. 
 
The Advisory Council is instrumental in supporting and 
strategizing fundraising activities for Nassau Suffolk Law 
Services.  The community based, non profit legal service 
agency serves low income, disabled, and disadvantaged 
Long Islanders. For more information about Nassau Suf-
folk Law Services, call  516 292-8100 x 3176. 

For a printable version of this 
newsletter visit our website at  

www.nslawservices.org. 

Please share a copy of this 
newsletter with your         

colleagues. 

LAW SERVICES NEWS  PAGE 8 

NSLS Welcomes New Staff Members 
We’d like to this opportunity to welcome the following 
new staff members: 
Diane McClernon, Staff Attorney, DAP 
Unit –Riverhead 
Patricia Caruso, Staff Attorney, Welfare 
Unit, Islandia 

 
 
Thomas Maligno, Director of Career Planning and Development 
of Touro Law School recently gave NSLS staff members a tour 
of the NEW Touro Law Center in Central Islip.  This beautiful 
new building will be the site of our upcoming Health Law 
Forum on October 17, 2007.  See Page 10. 

Tour of Touro 

Law  Services News 

Law Services 

PADD Unit: Advocacy in 
 Special Education 

The newly created P.A.D.D. (Protection and Advocacy 
for Persons with Developmental Disabilities) unit at 
Nassau/Suffolk Law Services serves individuals who 
have a developmental disability and are severely limited 
in at least three of the following: self care, learning, 
language, mobility, self direction or self-sufficiency.  A 
large piece of our P.A.D.D. work includes securing the 
rights of the developmentally disabled to a free and 
appropriate public education.  Most all P.A.D.D. clients 
are classified as “special education” and as such are 
guaranteed rights under the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA).  Procedurally, the IDEA secures 
the right to have Committee on Special Education 
(CSE) meetings to discuss and adapt the educational 
programs, services and academic goals of children with 
disabilities.  The IDEA also gives parents due process 
rights and access to administrative relief for IDEA 
claims.   The P.A.D.D. unit advocates both formally and 
informally on behalf of disabled children to ensure they 
receive an appropriate education program and related 
services.  Additionally, we conduct community out-
reach and we give parent and community trainings to 
educate families and their support networks about the 
right to receive a public education.  



 

 

                  

 

The sun was shining, the water refreshing and everyone had a 
great time  at the Law Services Fourth Annual Getaway Day 
held on July 12, 2007  at Sunken Meadow State Park.  Once 
again the Labor/Management Committee put together a great 
Getaway Day for staff members and their families.  Special 
thanks to all on the committee and especially to Nancy Green for 
all her hard work in planning this special day.  Congratulations to 
the Hempstead office for retaining their title and winning the Tug-
of-War Competition for the second year in a row!     
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 Life’s a Beach—NSLS Fourth Annual Getaway Day 

 Utility Shutoff Notice?  Try these basis advocacy steps:* 
 
1. Call 1 800 ASK LIPA. Confirm that LIPA offered a “reasonable” Deferred Payment Agreement (DPA) 

before the shutoff notice was issued. Even if client previously reneged on a prior DPA, request that client 
be given a “Financial Statement” to complete. This can result in a “0” downpayment and a minimum $10 
a month towards arrears.  If denied a DPA or it’s unaffordable, consider a LIPA appeal (call Law Ser-
vices for help) AND proceed to Step #2. 

2. Take proof of denied or unaffordable LIPA DPA to Department of Social Services along with the shutoff 
notice and apply for, in order of preference: 

• HEAP (if during HEAP season) no repayment required 
• EAA (Emergency Assistance to Adults) for SSI-eligibles only. No repayment required 
• General emergency funds (EAF, ESNA, 131-s, etc) Repayment agreement must be signed.  If there is a 

prior DSS repayment agreement outstanding, client is not eligible for DSS general funds.   
3.   If DSS denies assistance, request EXPEDITED FAIR HEARING and call LAW SERVICES. If  
Project Warmth available, apply with proof of DSS denial. For more info call United Way at 631 940– 3749. 
* For LIPA utility customers only 



NASSAU SUFFOLK             
LAW SERVICES 

Health Law Forum 

• Experienced Law Services Attorneys will 
present– choose the session best for you. 

• Great Networking opportunity for 
Exhibitors and Non Profits! 

•  Registration $50 before 10/12/07, $60 late 
registration (make checks payable to Nassau 
Suffolk Law Services) 

• Exhibitors Tables $125 Includes Admission 

A. Medicaid/Medicare Issues and the Elderly 

B. Medicaid Eligibility Tools: SNTs, Buy In, 1619b, spenddowns, etc 

A. Cancer & Acute Medical Issues: insurance appeals, advance directives 

C. Confidentiality and HIPPA 

D. Access to Health Care for Persons with HIV 

D. Medical bills and the un– and under insured 

Check off  ONE of each from  workshops “A” , “B”  “C” 
and “D”  Time to Be Announced 

“Law Services” is a non-

profit community based poverty law 

program which provides free legal 

assistance in civil matters to low in-

come and disabled Long Islanders. 

Our missions is to provide quality legal 

services in civil matters in a manner 

which respects the individual dignity of 

low-income individuals and helps 

ensure that they are afforded the full 

protection and benefits of the law. 

Nassau: 516 292-8100 

Suffolk: 631 232-2400 

Riverhead: 631 369-1112 

TIME:  8 :30-4:15 

A symposium for community advocates who assist their 

clients with health issues in a legal context. Practical 

legal information will summarize common problems 

and questions experienced by the lay advocate working 

with low income, disabled, elderly clients and other 

special groups.  Valuable educational literature and 

handouts included at each workshop. Don’t miss it!  

Go to www.nslawservices.org for more 

information or call 631 232-2400 x 3324 

DATE:  
10/17/2007 

Site:Touro Law Center 
225 Eastview Dr. 
Central Islip, NY  
For directions:www.tourolaw.edu/
contact_us/Directions.asp 

Go to our website for 
more symposium  

details: 

www.nslawservices.org 

C. ADA Advocacy in Homecare and Durable Medical Equipment Cases  

B. Proving Mental Health disability for Social Security or DSS 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Address 

Agency Affiliation 

E-mail address 

Check  here if  Exhibitor    

Phone & Fax Number 

Credit Card # 

Please complete form below and mail to Nassau/Suffolk Law Services 

                                                                 1757 Veterans Highway, Suite 50 

              Islandia, NY  11749   

 May also be faxed to 631 232-2489       Attn: Cathy Lucidi                

Name 

Exp. Date 

Visa Mastercard American Express 

Signature 

A check in the amount of   
 is Enclosed 

$50 PP Lunch Included 

To be held at Touro Law Center 
Central Islip, N.Y. 

Oct. 17, 2007 

 Keynote Speaker : 

Jack O’Connell,  
Special Advisor to the 
CEO Nassau University 
Medical Center, former 

Executive Director  
Health & Welfare Council 

Providing free Civil Legal Assistance to Long Islanders in Need since 1966 



Shop On-Line and Make a Donation 
to  Law Services at the  

Same Time 

Please remember that now when you shop on-line, you can also make a 
donation to Law Services at no extra cost to you.  MyCause.com will 
donate 3% to 12% of your purchase to Law Services, you pay nothing 
extra.   It’s as easy as 1- 2- 3: 
1. Visit MyCause.com  
2. Select a vendor you wish to make a purchase from, make the pur-

chase 
3. Choose a Cause from the Listing – Please choose Nassau/Suffolk 

Law Services located in Hempstead, NY 
 There are many vendors to choose from such as  Amazon, Barnes 
& Noble, Dell, KBToys, Target, etc.  Once your purchase has been made, 
MyCause.com will send a check to Law Services, it’s that simple, so shop 
till you drop.  Please keep us in mind while shopping on-line.  Thanks for 
your support 

Registration-free online shopping. Your 
purchases help support your cause. You pay 
nothing extra! 

Nassau/Suffolk Law Services Committee, Inc. 

 1 Helen Keller Way, 5th Fl. Hempstead, N.Y. 11550 

(516) 292-8100 

1757 Veterans Memorial Hwy., Suite 50, Islandia , 
N.Y.  11749 

(631) 232-2400 

313 W. Main St.., Riverhead, N.Y. 11901 

(631) 369-1112 

 

Wow!  With “ My Cause”  I 
can  have a portion of my 
shopping dollars donated to 
Law Services! 

 
www.MyCause.Com
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Equal Justice 
Under Law 

We’re on the Web  
www.nslawservices.org 

Would you like to save paper and 
help us save on mailing costs? 

How about signing up for an e-mail 
copy of the newsletter? 

E-mail us with your e-mail address 
and a request for future electronic 
delivery of Law Services News: 

clucidi@wnylc.com 



Message from the Executive Director 

Jeffrey Seigel 

I am pleased to report that early this Fall, Law Services will be launching a new project to address consumer debt prob-
lems. The Consumer Debt Legal Assistance Project will be a bi-county project based at Touro Law School’s  Public 
Advocacy Center, and plans to enlist the assistance of law student interns to maximize the Project’s ability to meet 
client needs. The goal of the Project will be to prevent unscrupulous debt collectors from utilizing illegal and deceptive 
practices and intimidation against Long Island’s most vulnerable populations.  We are grateful to Joseph Mauro, an 
attorney who practices locally concentrating on consumer debt matters, whose efforts were responsible for securing 
funds for the Project.  We are currently interviewing for the staff attorney position and will notify you when we are up 
and running and ready for your referrals. 
 

I am also happy to announce that Maria Dosso recently became the new Director of Communications.  Maria’s mission will be to promote 
fundraising and communication activities while increasing the public’s awareness of Law Services through networking, media, and publicity.  
She will work with me to coordinate and increase our legislative advocacy efforts with respect to state and local government funding.  She will 
also continue to remain involved with the Legal Support Center for Advocates.  Please feel free to call her with community news and your 
thoughts about the problems and legal issues affecting our mutual clients. 631 232-2400 x 3369. 


