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Our Consumer 

Debt Legal As-

sistance Project 

devotes much of 

its time to medi-

cal debt cases.  

These debts of-

ten devastate a 

family and in 

many cases, 

there are legal 

defenses availa-

ble to the de-

fendants.  

Sharon Campo, Esq. had a client who 

was a recent widow and a low income 

Spanish speaking hotel worker. When 

she suffered a severe cut to her hand, she 

went to the hospital emergency room 

where an out of network plastic surgeon 

treated her injury.  Both the hospital and 

the surgeon were paid by the client’s 

health insurance; however, as the plastic 

surgeon was out of network, he balance 

billed (the outstanding balance after the 

insurance paid) the client for approxi-

mately $8000. 

After numerous collection letters, the 

client sought the assistance of NSLS. 

Sharon got involved to attempt to nego-

tiate the fee with the provider but to no 

avail. The physician’s attorneys persist-

ed on suing the client for the entire 

amount, plus attorneys fees totaling 

$10,000.  Her wages and her home were 

in jeopardy. 

Sharon noted that the doctor had failed 

to plead or present evidence regarding 
(Continued on page 2) 

Homeless Families Receive 
Harsh Treatment from DSS 

An advocate calls about a 20-year old 

pregnant woman who has been sleeping 

in cars or outside the local grocery store 

because DSS has refused to house 

her.  DSS claims that she failed to com-

plete a job search log several months ago, 

which she disputes.  She relied on DSS 

advice to simply file a recertification in-

stead of an appeal.  Her recert was denied 

and a 3-month sanction imposed. She lost 

her housing and DSS refuses to place her 

in a shelter.  

A single mother of two pre-school chil-

dren was being sanctioned from Tempo-

rary Housing Assistance (THA) because 

she allegedly failed to comply with shel-

ter rules, including missed curfews.  She 

is a victim of domestic violence so severe 

that her boyfriend would lock her in her 

room, beat her, and prevent her from re-

turning to the shelter.  The shelter work-

er, aware of the domestic violence, pur-

sued the negative reports against her 

without mentioning this key factor. No 

meaningful preventive services evalua-

tion, such as consideration of a “safe 

plan” for the client’s two minor children, 

was conducted prior to this proposed 

sanction. The client and her children now 

face a 30 day- THA sanction.   

Another client resided in THA with her 

husband and her four minor children. Fol-

lowing an altercation in the shelter with 

another couple, DSS sanctioned the cli-

ent’s entire household. The shelter staff 

drafted an agreement acknowledging that 

the client and her husband were attacked 

and acted in self-defense, but DSS never-

(Continued on page 2) 
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usual and customary charges.  She pled this defense, 

along with several other defenses, on her client’s be-

half.  Partnering with colleagues, staff attorneys       

Jonathan Schwartz and Paola Arango who assist-

ed with interpreting, the parties appeared at trial.  The 

NSLS team convinced opposing counsel that there 

was insufficient evidence to proceed and they finally 

negotiated a modest judgment of $2,000, of which 

her union’s insurance would pay a substantial por-

tion.  The client was very happy with the result.   

Note: It is important to remember that had this case 

not been a self insured union plan, the “Surprise Bill” 

protections would have offered a more definitive de-

fense.  The above scenario was very common before 

the law became effective March 31, 2015.  It protects 

consumers from surprise bills when services are per-

formed by a non-participating (out-of-network) doc-

tor at a participating hospital or ambulatory surgical 

center in your  HMO or  insurer 's network or when 

a participating doctor refers an insured to a non-

participating provider. The new law also protects 

all consumers from bills for emergency services.  

The following information explains what you need to 

know about these important new protections if: (1) 

you have coverage with an HMO or insurer subject to 

New York law; (2) you are uninsured or your em-

ployer or union provides self-insured coverage that is 

not subject to New York law; or (3) you are a health 

care provider. 

(Continued from page 1)Emergencies and Non Participating Providers 

theless proposed a 30 day sanction from THA for 

the whole family. Again, no meaningful preven-

tive services evaluation or proposal for a “safe 

plan” for the client’s four minor children, was 

conducted prior to this proposed sanction.  

The stories go on.  This Long Island trend has 

our offices on high alert to the plight of desper-

ate homeless families.  We have successfully 

challenged several of these proposed durational 

sanctions which are at the heart of many of these 

cases.  In situations such as these, advocates and 

clients should call our offices for a legal assess-

ment to determine the best advocacy strate-

gy.  The health and safety of families are at stake 

and we intend to continue our scrutiny of  DSS’ 

policy and practice in these matters. 

 

Persistence Pays Off 
 
Mr. A. was a 60 year old who spoke only 

Spanish and had suffered multiple strokes, 

leaving him without full use of his limbs.  

While he was in the hospital recovering from 

his latest stroke, his landlord threw away his 

belongings, including documents that he 

would need to apply for public assistance.   

 

After being discharged from the hospital, he 

applied for public assistance multiple times 

at the Department of Social Services (DSS).  

During this time, Mr. A was homeless and 

(Continued from page 1)Homeless Families 

(Continued on page 3) 

NSLS Serves Veterans 
 

Catherine Mendolia, staff at-

torney in the Veterans Rights 

Project helped a veteran main-

tain his housing and avoid evic-

tion and homelessness. A com-

prehensive approach meant  

working with the landlord, finding the funds to pay 

the rent arrears, and assisting the veteran with budget-

ing in order to avoid a future eviction.  The Project 

continues to works tirelessly to assist low income vet-

erans with a variety of legal issues, and stabilizing 

housing is a critical goal. 
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was sleeping on the floor of friends apartments, in the hallway of apartment 

buildings and in a local deli.  All his applications for public assistance and 

temporary housing assistance were denied because Mr. A allegedly withdrew 

them when he was given misinformation by DSS. He was told that in order 

to receive public assistance he must find his wife, from whom he has been 

separated for more than 20 years and obtain support from her.   

The case was brought to the attention of NSLS’ Social Worker, Angela Lampe, who 

referred the matter to Justin Wax Jacobs, an attorney in the Welfare unit.  Mr. Wax Jacobs and Ms. 

Wolf accom-panied Mr. A to DSS to reapply for public assistance and temporary housing assistance 

and assisted him in securing the documents that were needed to establish eligibility.  Despite these 

efforts, DSS denied the application again because it claimed that Mr. A withdrew the application 

since he did not want to pursue support against his wife.  In all, six applications for public 

assistance and temporary housing assistance were filed and denied by DSS.  Finally, an application 

for public assistance was accepted and temporary housing was provided to Mr. A.  However, the 

issue of the prior improper denials remained. 

Mr. Wax Jacobs successfully challenged one of the earlier denials, claiming that DSS had mis-

informed Mr. A of the eligibility requirements for public assistance and had coerced him into with-

drawing the application. The fair hearing decision  determined that Mr. A. lacked the understanding 

of the requirement to pursue spousal support and lacked the intent to withdraw his application on the 

ground that he did not want to pursue spousal support. After more than three months from when the 

decision was issued, and after filing a complaint with the New York State Office of Temporary Assis-

tance due to DSS’ failure to comply with the decision, DSS issued almost $1500 in retroactive assis-

tance. Job well done! 

Douglas Ruff, Director of  Litigation

(Continued from page 2) Persistence Pays Off 

PLAN Project Wins Hard Fought Battle for Cancer Patient’s Benefits

Regan Serlin, attorney in the PLAN Cancer Project represented Ms. S., who was receiving long 

term disability benefits under her prior employer due to an ovarian cancer diagnosis.  The symptoms 

and the side effects of her ongoing cancer treatment, which included neuropathy, weakness, fatigue, 

back and foot pain and shortness of breath, had become extremely debilitating. The 

insurance company was paying her benefits which the client and her husband relied 

upon to survive financially. However, after 2 years, the insurance company conducted 

a review and determined that, although she could not perform a “medium occupation” 

as she had previously, she could now perform part time sedentary work. They there-

fore discontinued her benefits. The client’s case was reviewed internally twice, but the 

insurance company affirmed the discontinuance of benefits each time, despite the 

overwhelming medical evidence that contradicted its decision to discontinue.   

Without exception, all of her doctors concurred and stated emphatically in their re-

ports that she could not perform any work at all and was totally disabled. It was clear that the insur-

ance company completely disregarded the medical evidence and opinions provided by her treating 

physicians, and had no basis to determine that the client could suddenly perform part-time sedentary 

work. After several internal appeals and many months later, Attorney Serlin finally got the discontinu-

ance overturned. The client was awarded her ongoing monthly payments, and a settlement of her 

claim.  The funds have made it possible for the couple to make a down payment on a small house 

which will vastly improve her housing situation. Congratulations on this significant win! 
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The Empire Justice Center is pleased to announce a new 

legal service for immigrants, funded by the Office of 

New Americans through the Liberty Defense Project. 

They will provide legal consultations and representation 

in immigration matters to non-citizen New Yorkers at 

risk of deportation and living on Long Island.   Empire 

Justice Center’s Liberty Defense Project is located in 

Central Islip, New York, in the Public Advocacy Center 

at Touro Law School, 225  Eastview Drive, Central 

Islip, NY 11722. To contact us, please call 631 650 

2306 or fax 631 348-3571. 

Eligible PSEG customers can save $20 a month on their bill with 

the Household Assistance Rate. PSEGLI account holders who 

receive assistance from one of the following programs - HEAP, 

Medicaid, SNAP, SSI, TA, Veteran’s Pension or Veteran’s Sur-

viving Spouse Pension - are eligible. Call 800 490-0025 for an 

application. 

 

Debt Collection Protections 
Under the Exempt Income Protection Act, the protection levels have recently been increased. The 
exemption level for bank accounts with exempt benefits direct deposited (eg. SSD, workers comp, 
etc.) increased to $2850.00 as of April 1, 2018. In Nassau/Suffolk Exempt Amounts in 2018:  
Wage Garnishment   $330/week (after taxes) is protected pursuant to CPLR §5231  
Frozen Bank Account $2640 is protected in all accounts, regardless of income source 
For accounts with exempt benefits (eg. Social Security, workers comp, etc) $2850 is protected for judg-
ments dated after April 1, 2018  $2750 for judgments after April 1, 2015. CPLR §5222(i)  

Bits and Pieces... 
DOH CHANGES DENTAL IMPLANT POLICY  

Last month, The Legal Aid Society and Willkie Farr & Gallagher filed Ciaramella v. Zucker (18-cv-06945) to 

challenge the New York State Department of Health’s rules preventing Medicaid coverage for replacement 

dentures within 8 years from initial placement and the ban on Medicaid coverage for dental implants.  In re-

sponse, DOH will be implementing changes to the dental manual to cover dental implants when medically 

necessary and to change the rules for replacement dentures. These changes, will take effect on November 12, 

2018.  The new rule on replacement dentures also imposes new documentation requirements. Call our Wel-

fare Units if you are working with Medicaid-eligible individuals who require dental implants or replacement 

dentures or Medicaid-eligible individuals who require any other dental treatments that are not covered by 

Medicaid including root canals, immediate dentures, osseous surgery.  

U:/Resources/pseg Household Assistance Flyer.jpg
file:///U:/intranet/updates%20to%20Dental%20Manual.pdf
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Awards and Recognitions 

Suffolk County Bar Association is Nationally Celebrated 

The Suffolk County Bar Association (SCBA) was selected as the 
2018 recipient of the American Bar Association’s prestigious 
Harrison Tweed Award. This national recognition celebrates the 
extraordinary achievements of state and local bar associations 
who develop stellar programs that increase access to civil legal 
services for persons living in poverty. Scott Karson, (pictured 
center) Past President of the Suffolk County Bar Association, 
partner in the firm Lamb & Barnosky LLP, and Vice Chair of the 
Nassau Suffolk Law Services’ Board of Directors, accepted the 
award on August 3, 2018 on behalf of the SCBA at the ABA’s 
Annual Meeting in Chicago.   

Upon accepting the award, Mr. Karson commented, “It was a 
proud moment for me to accept the ABA Harrison Tweed Award on behalf of the SCBA in recogni-
tion of its remarkable record of providing much-needed civil legal services to Suffolk County’s im-
poverished population.” Nassau Suffolk Law Services nominated the SCBA for the Tweed award 
as a valued pro bono partner in service to the indigent community of Suffolk County. 

The New York Bar Foundation’s representative, 

Emily Franchina, Esq., recently presented a 

grant of $7500 to Nassau Suffolk Law Services to 

support our Independent Consumer Advocacy 

Network. (ICAN)  

NSLS' Volunteer Lawyers Project staff, Susan 

Biller and Roberta Scoll pictured above, attended 

to pay tribute to Ms. Berg’s great achievements. 

(from left) Douglas J. Good, Esq., Peter 

H. Levy, Esq., Emily Franchina, Esq., 

Jeffrey Seigel, Esq. 

The Nassau County 
Womens Bar Associa-
tion recently honored 
Gale Berg (left), Pro 
Bono Coordinator for 
the Nassau County Bar 
Association and NSLS 
Advisory Council mem-
ber, at their annual in-
stallation dinner.  

https://www.nassaubar.org/
https://www.nassaubar.org/
https://www.nassaubar.org/
https://www.nassaubar.org/
https://www.nassaubar.org/
https://www.nassaubar.org/
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The American with Disabilities Act 

(the ADA) offers important protections for individuals 

with disabilities that are designed to prevent harmful out-

comes. For example, if a DSS caseworker knows or sus-

pects the client has a disability that will make it difficult to 

comply with a DSS rule or request, the caseworker must 

(1) note the disability in the client’s file so that others at 

DSS (and DOL in Suffolk County) are similarly aware of 

the disability, (2) offer the client a reasonable accommoda-

tion, even if the client has not requested it or  even dis-

closed their disability, (3) grant a reasonable accommoda-

tion request if the client expressly asked for it, and (4) note 

in the file the specific accommodation given (or offered the 

client but not accepted.)  Also see Law Services News, 

April 2018 p. 6. 

Constituent Services Staff Train 

with NSLS 

NSLS recently welcomed our Suf-

folk representatives' constituent ser-

vice staff to a legal seminar, Using 

the Law to Help Constituents, high-

lighting various legal topics that af-

fect their constituents. We welcome 

the opportunity to strengthen our 

partnership with our elected officials 

to bring legal information and ser-

vices to our community. 

“Back to School” Should Include 

Homeless Kids 

Remember that homeless families who are placed in 

shelters or doubled up with another household be-

cause they are homeless, are protected by the McKin-

ney Vento Law which requires that DSS or the school 

district provide school transportation to the district of 

choice.   If you work with homeless families, refer to 

the materials below or call the Legal Support Center 

at 631 232-2400.  NYS TEACH also provides advo-

cacy assistance at: 800 388-2014 or in-

fo@nysteachs.org.  More information is available at 

www.nysteachs.org.   

 

Did You Know?... 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/389c48_bf12944cf62d463b88f6be19a7070b5b.pdfC:/Users/dosso/Documents/CCWin
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12FT_6CmoD58dX33ayL3dinJ6vdbOs7X7/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12FT_6CmoD58dX33ayL3dinJ6vdbOs7X7/view
http://www.nysteachs.org/info-topic/transportation.html
http://www.nysteachs.org/info-topic/transportation.html
mailto:info@nysteachs.org
mailto:info@nysteachs.org
https://nysteachs.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/INF_TEACHS_QuickTipsFullSeries_042618.pdf
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Medicaid Buy In Eliminates Spenddown 
 
 For persons with disabilities who have Medicaid spenddowns, we often think of the 
Supplemental Needs Trust as an important tool to shelter the income spenddown and enable 
the person to be eligible for Medicaid without having to incur medical expenses or pay high 
premiums. Did you know that Medicaid has an alternative program for working people with 
disabilities? The MBI-WPD program, also known as the Medicaid Buy In, can eliminate a 
Medicaid spenddown for those who meet the Social Security criteria for disability but do not 
get Medicaid automatically through SSI. These are often So-
cial Security Disability recipients who are only eligible 
for Medicaid with a spenddown.  
 If the person is able to work in any capacity, they must 
provide the Department of Social Services with proof of a cer-
tified disability and documentation of employment in the form 
of paystubs, tax returns or a letter from their employer. There 
is no minimum hourly work requirement and the 
work arrangement can be informal. This is a valuable pro-
gram for disabled people who rely on Medicaid but are finding the spenddown unaffordable.  
Although we have received reports from several community advocates that some Medicaid 
workers at DSS were requiring significant work performance or more formal proof of work (a 
check stub), this is contrary to Medicaid authority under GIS Message 09 MA/015. Please call 
our offices if you are experiencing difficulties.  
 Make sure your clients are aware of this Medicaid eligibility alternative, especially for 

those who are able to do doctor-approved work activity. Sign up for our upcoming Medicaid 

training and learn more! See p.15 

CSEB and free child support representation for cus-
todial parents 
 
You don’t have to do it alone. Filing your child support petition at Child 
Support Enforcement Bureau CSEB can have  many advantages. Any 
parent or person who has legal custody of a child can get help in locat-
ing the child's other (non custodial) parent, establishing a child's pater-
nity (legal fatherhood), establishing a child support order, modifying or upwardly adjusting a child sup-
port order, obtaining health insurance for a child, collecting current child support, and enforcing a child 
support obligation (collecting past due child support/arrears).  
 
People who receive public assistance through the Family Assistance, Safety Net or Medicaid, or Fed-
erally-Assisted Foster Care programs automatically receive free child support enforcement services. 
People not receiving public benefits can receive most free CSEB services by simply applying for such 
services, and without regard to income.  Legal representation is also available to CSEB participants 
who are not on public assistance by requesting a referral to the Suffolk County Attorney.  (There is a 
fee of about $80 per hour which is not collected up front but will eventually be collected from the child 
support order in increments.)    
 Visit the Suffolk County Child Support Enforcement Bureau (CSEB) at: 3455 Veterans Memorial 

Highway, Ronkonkoma, NY 11779  8AM - 3PM, M, T, Th, F (Wednesdays by Prior Appointment 
Only) Call to make an appointment: (631) 854-3183 http://www.suffolkcountyny.gov/Departments/
SocialServices/ChildSupportEnforcementBureau/CSEBFAQ.aspx#faq1.   

 For Nassau County residents please contact Nassau CSEB at 516-227-8519   

http://onlineresources.wnylc.net/pb/docs/gis09ma015.pdf
http://www.suffolkcountyny.gov/Departments/SocialServices/ChildSupportEnforcementBureau/CSEBFAQ.aspx#faq1
http://www.suffolkcountyny.gov/Departments/SocialServices/ChildSupportEnforcementBureau/CSEBFAQ.aspx#faq1
https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/1901/Child-Support-Enforcement


  

 



Please consider supporting the work we do through a sponsorship and/or virtual 
journal ad.  As a sponsor you, our company or organization will be positively iden-
tified with the Law Services’ commitment to justice and quality legal services in 
civil matters in a manner which respects the individual dignity of  low-income 
Long Islanders, and help ensure the future of  the full protection and benefits of  
the law. You can use the form below to purchase tickets, sponsorships and virtual 
journals, or you may purchase the same at our website nslawservices.org  
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NSLS’ pro bono projects will participate in the National Pro Bono Celebration which is coming up 

in October. NSLS is proud to host several events:  

 The Suffolk Pro Bono Celebration Luncheon hosted by the Suffolk County Bar Association and 

co-sponsored by the Suffolk Pro Bono Foundation 

 The Suffolk Citizenship Project: Volunteer attorneys will help 

low-income immigrants with Legal Permanent Resident status 

obtain citizenship through the Naturalization process see below. 

 Open House for  the Nassau Community at the Nassau 

County Bar Association on October 25, 2018 between 3 and 7 

PM. Co-sponsored by NSLS, the Safe Center and the Nassau 

County Bar Association. Legal Information and Referral. Call 

the NCBA for an appointment. 516 747-4070 

 

Free Community Legal Help Project
 

 

A collaborative of attorneys, law students and legal service agen-

cies recently launched a free legal assistance project for the Suf-

folk community. The Community Legal Help Project offers free 

consultations with an attorney on a variety of topics. Attorneys and 

law students from NSLS, Legal Aid, Touro Law School, the Suffolk 

County Bar Association, VIBS, and the Long Island Advocacy Cen-

ter will meet with individuals at the Middle Country Library.  

Persons interested should secure an appointment by calling 631 822-3272 For more  

details, click here. 

The Suffolk Citizenship Project spon-

sored a CLE training this Spring for pro 

bono attorneys and paralegals to kick 

off this new initiative. Thanks to the 

Suffolk County Bar Association’s mem-

bers, and generous faculty and to 

NSLS’ staff for making this possible.  

The Project expects to hold its first Nat-

uralization clinic in late October. Low 

income Legal Permanent Residents can 

call our Islandia office to apply. 631 

822-3282.   

U:/a2J/Library Project/Community Legal Help flyer rev (002).docx
U:/Pro Bono/Citizenship/SUFFOLK CITIZENSHIP PROJECT ENGLISH (1) compressed.pdf
U:/Pro Bono/Citizenship/SUFFOLK CITIZENSHIP PROJECT ENGLISH (1) compressed.pdf
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Seth Koslow is a solo 

practitioner in Mineola, 

New York, specializing 

predominantly in crimi-

nal defense and family 

court matters. Since he 

first volunteered with the 

VLP in 2016, Mr. 

Koslow has donated over 

73 hours of his time assisting these clients 

obtain fair divorce resolutions and a fresh 

start in life.  

  

 Although Mr. Koslow did not have 

any experience in matrimonial litigation when 

he approached the VLP seeking to volunteer, 

he did not hesitate when asked to assist on an 

uncontested matrimonial matter.  Mr. Koslow 

credits his mentor ,Wendy Hamburger, Esq., 

for guiding him through his initial cases. Ms. 

Hamburger helped create an uncontested mat-

rimonial VLP initiative in 2014 to help reduce 

the substantial waiting list of qualifying low-

income plaintiffs. He believes that Ms. Ham-

burger’s mentorship was crucial in his success 

at VLP. He now feels comfortable represent-

ing clients with more complicated matters.  

 

 Mr. Koslow recognizes that volunteer-

ing with the VLP has allowed him to assist 

individuals with whom he ordinarily would 

not have the opportunity to work. He notes: 

“If you are feeling unsure about providing pro 

bono services, I really urge you to take the 

plunge. The Volunteer Lawyers Project has 

allowed me to venture into areas I may not 

have had the confidence to try. I look forward 

to becoming a mentor for other attorneys so 

that they can also help to close the justice 

gap.” Susan Biller, Pro Bono Coordinator of 

the Volunteer Lawyers Project, states: “We 

are so grateful to Seth for his enthusiastic 

dedication to our program. He has such a 

vested interest in public service, and brings 

sound legal advice and guidance into all of his 

cases. He is someone we know we can count 

on.”  

Jason Rothman is a rela-

tively new and a very wel-

come addition to the Land-

lord Tenant Attorney of the 

Day Project. Since joining 

the Project less than two 

years ago, Rothman has 

represented over 36 clients, 

defending or forestalling 

eviction from their homes.  

The Attorney of the Day Project, supervised by 

VLP Staff Attorney Roberta Scoll, assists hun-

dreds of indigent and disabled men, women and 

children in housing court to prevent homeless-

ness. Many of the cases are holdover or nonpay-

ment matters. Most tenants are self represented 

and are severely disadvantaged by lack of coun-

sel. The courts are overburdened trying to admin-

ister justice. This project allows attorneys to vol-

unteer to represent these individuals for a four 

hour session once a week, a month or as fre-

quently as they choose.  

In Rothman’s early years of practice he was in-

volved in real estate litigation, where most of his 

clients were defendant tenants. Though his prac-

tice eventually evolved toward construction law, 

Rothman never forgot his roots.  He had the op-

portunity to witness the vital work performed by 

VLP attorneys back in 2016 while serving as op-

posing counsel in Landlord Tenant Court. He ap-

proached Roberta Scoll and asked if he could 

volunteer his time to the program.  

Mr. Rothman comments, “Most of these clients 

don’t know their rights and automatically assume 

they will be out on the street,” states Rothman. 

“Once they are told that they can stay in their 

apartments or get additional time to find a new 

place, their sense of relief is overwhelming. It’s 

an amazing feeling to be able to use your legal 

skills to help someone who cannot afford it. It’s 

incredibly fulfilling to see their appreciation.” 

Roberta Scoll, always looks forward to Jason's 

volunteer day because she knows that he will rep-

resent the Project's clients with diligence and 

compassion.  He is a welcome asset to the pro-

gram. 

We Proudly Celebrate our Pro Bono Attorneys of the Month
 



Harold Somer is our  

lead pro bono bankrupt-

cy attorney in the Vol-

unteer Lawyers Project 

and often goes above 

and beyond for his cli-

ents.  One of his cases 

for a veteran with  

PTSD demonstrates to what lengths Somer will 

go to make sure the case is completed. Mr. K.  is 

a former Marine who suffers from PTSD arising 

from his service during the original Gulf War 

which  has affected every aspect of his life.  He 

was in and out of the VA Hospital in Northport  

during the entire time that Somer was handling 

his case making it most difficult to complete the 

filing and bring the case to a proper conclu-

sion.  Mr. Somer prepared a power of attorney so 

that the wife could direct the handling of his 

bankruptcy so that the case could be fin-

ished.   The judge was most patient in allowing 

the case to survive many months before the meet-

ing of creditors could be held and the case con-

cluded.  Mr. Somer obtained extensions of time 

and adjournments of a motion so he could “get 

the matter where it needed to be.”  He ultimately 

completed the schedules and statements of the 

petition using the power of attorney.  He got the 

US Trustee’s Office and the Trustee to sign a 

consent order permitting the wife to appear and 

testify at the meeting of creditors and to obtain a 

waiver of the requirement for a financial manage-

ment certificate.  The judge ultimately  signed the 

order and the  discharge was issued. Although we 

know that Harold Somer is not one to publicize 

his generosity, we are very proud of his efforts in 

this matter and his longterm contribution to the 

VLP. Thank you! 

The Suffolk Pro Bono Project has hon-

ored Debra A. Brown as its Pro Bono 

Attorney of the Month.  She has repre-

sented some of the Project’s most vulner-

able matrimonial clients for the past eight 

years.  Some of her clients were domestic 

violence survivors.  Others were on the 

verge of homelessness due to the lack of 

financial support from their spouse.  Ms. 

Brown’s extensive background working 

on behalf of vulnerable people in crisis,  formerly as a so-

cial worker and now as an attorney, allows her to be one of 

our most effective legal advocates. As an attorney, Debra 

Brown draws heavily on her years in social work.  She ex-

plains, “I understand the impact that addiction and chronic 

illness have on families, and I’m used to working with 

people in crisis.  This is where my skills lie.”   Her under-

standing of community resources has directly benefited the 

Project’s clients.  Ms. Brown takes a great deal of satisfac-

tion from her work as a divorce/family law attorney.  The 

most rewarding aspect of her work is settling contentious 

cases before trial.  This is especially true when represent-

ing clients with minor children, given the toll that divorce 

trials often have on young children.   

The Suffolk Pro Bono Project also 

honored Jodi Ann Donato as Pro Bo-

no Attorney of the Month.  Ms. Dona-

to has continuously donated her mat-

rimonial legal services to the Project 

since the 1990s and is one of our most 

committed practitioners.  This is the 

third time Ms. Donato has been rec-

ognized with this honor.  Over the 

years, she has provided hundreds of 

hours of pro bono assistance to the Project’s matrimonial 

clients.  She explains, “I believe I have an ethical responsi-

bility to use my skill as a divorce attorney to help those 

who can’t possibly afford to hire an attorney on their 

own.”  She notes that the clients from the Pro Bono Project 

are typically those most in need of pro bono counsel be-

cause they are often experiencing very difficult circum-

stances, such as a disability, that makes it especially im-

portant that they have representation in court.  “I had one 

Project client,” she recalls, “who had Multiple Sclerosis 

and was paralyzed from the waist down.  Her spouse was 

trying to remove her from home that had been retrofitted 

to be handicap accessible.  If forced to move, it would 

have been impossible for the client to arrange for the same 

physical accommodations elsewhere.”  Fortunately, Ms. 

Donato was able to negotiate a settlement that allowed her 

client to stay in her accessible home.   

The Suffolk Pro Bono Project and Nassau’s Volunteer 

Lawyers Project work toward the goal of providing 

free legal assistance to Long Island residents who are 

dealing with severe economic hardship. If you are an 

attorney who would like to volunteer, please contact 

Ellen Krakow, Esq. 631 232-2400, Susan Biller, Esq. 

at 516 292-8299 or Roberta Scoll, Esq. 516 292-8100 

(Landlord/tenant Attorney of the Day Project) 

Read more about our other Pro Bono Heroes on our 

website 

Pro Bono Attorneys Celebrated 

https://www.nslawservices.org/honorees


Law Services continues its strong ties within the community in an effort to collaborate with various agencies 

and ensure that low income Long Islanders receive the services they so desperately need.  If you happen to see 

any of our Law Services’ staff at a community event, please stop by to introduce yourself and say hello.  We’d 

love to meet you, and as always we thank you for your support! 

LAW  SERVICES  IN  OUR  COMMUNITY  

On March 20, 2018, Carolyn 

McQuade, Staff Attorney in the 

Adult Home Project,  gave a train-

ing to the Sayville Project’s case 

management staff .  The training 

was on public benefits, evictions 

and personal needs allowance per-

taining to adult home resident.   

 

On July 20, 2018 Carolyn also gave a training to the 

Ombudsman Program and adult home residents at 

the Echo Arms Adult Home, wherein she discussed 

resident’s rights and answered questions from adult 

home residents.  

On August 22, 2018 Eva 

Nieves, MSW staffed a 

table at National Grid’s 

Income-Eligible Custom-

er Assistance Expo . The 

expo was held at National 

Grid’s new Consumer 

Advocacy Outreach Cen-

ter in Brentwood, where 

National Grid  staff will assist income-eligible 

customers by informing them about special pro-

grams and services as well as give them one-on-

one attention about how to meet their home en-

ergy needs.                        

Dan Okrent, Esq. , Staff Attorney 

of the Senior Citizens Law Project 

staffed a table and distributed bro-

chures at Nassau County Office of 

the Aging’s Senior Luncheon held on 

May 18, 2018  at the Uniondale Mar-

riot 

Dan also tabled at: 

 National Grid’s Expo held on May 25, 2018 

 Hempstead’s Funday Monday Senior Fair on 

July 30, 2018 

 Island Harvest– Glen Cove Housing Authority 

Outreach Event on August 8, 2018.   

Please share a copy of this newsletter with your  colleagues. Or, if you prefer, sign up 
on our website at nslawservices.org to receive a digital version.  

On April 25, 2018, Marcia Vo-

gel, Disability Advocate in the  

Education and Disability Rights 

Project, attended Nassau BOCES 

Transition Fair at the Rosemary 

Kennedy School.  The fair is held 

each year for parents, providers 

and students.  

Carly Sommers, Attorney in our  new 

ReEntry Project, was among the participants at 

the Second Chance Job Fair at DOL in 

Hauppauge.  Carly works with ex offenders 

who are acclimating back to the community and 

attended the fair to expand her outreach and to 

give brief legal ad-

vice regarding parol-

ees’ options, and 

what they should be 

doing post-release. 

She had the occasion 

to meet Suffolk 

County Executive 

Steve Bellone, who 

attended to support the Fair. 

 

 On August 16, 2018 Carly also attended 

the Department of Community Corrections and 

Supervision New Parolee Orientation where she 

described the services offered through the Re-

Entry Project to parolees.    

http://www.nslawservices.org


Nassau/Suffolk Law Services Committee, Inc. 

 1 Helen Keller Way, 5th Fl. Hempstead,  

N.Y. 11550 

(516) 292-8100 

1757 Veterans Memorial Hwy., Suite 50,         

Islandia , N.Y.  11749 

(631) 232-2400 

313 W. Main St.., Riverhead, N.Y. 11901 

(631) 369-1112 

 

Make sure to give us your 

email address by going to 

www.nslawservices.org and 

look for the “Sign up for our 

newsletter field”.  Tell your 

friends and colleagues! 

LAW  SERVICES  NEWS— FALL,  2018  PAGE  14   

Follow us! 

“Doing What’s 

Legally Possible 

to Create a Just 

World”  

This summer:
 

NSLS staff get 

together to relax 

at an evening 

Ducks Game 

Essie Rios, receptionist in our Islandia office, recently 

celebrated 30 years of service at NSLS. Congratulations! 

At the Suffolk County Bar Association’s 

May 7, 2018 Annual Meeting,  Ellen Kra-

kow, Suffolk Pro Bono Coordinator , was 

presented with an Award of Recognition in 

appreciation for her “exemplary service and 

commitment to the SCBA and dedication to 

the Suffolk Academy of Law’s Continuing 

Education Program.” The award was pre-

sented by  Patricia Meisenheimer, past Presi-

dent of the SCBA. Congratulations, Ellen!  

 

Staff “Getaway Day 2018” at Sunken Meadow State Park 

http://www.nslawservices.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NassauSuffolkLawServices/C:/Users/dosso/Documents/CCWin
https://twitter.com/NSLawServices


Trainings will be held at our Islandia  office: 1757 Veterans Hwy, Suite 50, Islandia. To pre-register, 

please call the Training Line at 631 232-2400 x 3357, fax 631 232-2489 or email Cathy Lucidi at

clucidi@nsls.legal.  Fee is $35 per training. Please make check payable to Nassau Suffolk Law Services 

and mail your  payment in advance to confirm pre-registration. If inclement weather the day of the 

training please call the training line number above in case of cancellation.  

Medicaid Overview: This training will cover Medicaid eligibility rules with special emphasis on

Community Medicaid. The discussion will include a description of the various Medicaid programs,  

spenddowns, the Medicaid  Buy In Program, supplemental needs trusts, eligibility for persons with disabili-

ties, and Medicaid through the NY Marketplace.  Maria Dosso, Esq Amanda Davis, Esq. from our ICAN Pro-

ject will also present with an overview of Long Term Care Services through Medicaid Managed Care.   

Thursday November 8, 2018 9:30-12:30 

Winter Emergencies: Our clients often have the most urgent needs during the winter months. Be

better prepared as an informed advocate!  We will discuss topics such as: Rights of the homeless, evictions, 

utility shutoffs, frozen accounts, foreclosure, and much more. Maria Dosso, Esq will present.  

Wednesday December 5, 2018 9:30-12:30 

Training Registration Form 

Name  

Agency Affiliation 

Phone Number 

Email Address 

Title of Training(s) 

Amount Enclosed 

Please check if payment will  be sent at a  later date or on the date of  the Training 

Please return with applicable fee to: Nassau/Suffolk Law Services, 1757 Veterans Highway, Suite 50, Islandia, N,Y. 11749 

Attn: Cathy Lucidi.  This form may also be faxed to Cathy at (631) 232-2489 

LAW SERVICES  

2018 FALL TRAINING SCHEDULE 



Message From the Executive Director 

We hope you will join us on October 24, 2018 at our Fall Commitment to Justice 
Reception when we will be celebrating with our community and honoring our 
gen-erous supporters (see details on p. 8).  The event is always an 
enjoyable evening and we are happy to be able to host the festivities at the 
elegant Larkfield in East Northport. This year we will be honoring Peter H. 
Levy, Esq. who has been a loyal supporter of the work that we do for over 
27 years.  We are also fortunate to have our client, Ray Krahm, as a guest 
speaker who will tell his personal, moving story about how he benefitted 

from our services. Our devoted benefactors include the outstanding support of Ruskin Moscou 
Faltischek P.C., Carole and Jim Burns, USI and PSEG Long Island. The evening will feature 
live music, a full dinner buffet, raffles and a silent auction. We would love to see you there, but 
if your attendance is not possible, please consider a  sponsorship or virtual ad. Thank you for 
your continued support in serving Long Island’s neediest.

Message From the Executive Director 

 

 

These early months of the new year bring an important time 
for reflection and gratitude for our every good fortune,

  

espe-
cially when so many of our neighbors are struggling on Long 
Island.

 

 

Law Services is grateful to be able to continue its long tradition 

clients and community.  Despite the many pressures and chal-
lenges we often face in the delivery of those services, it is gratifying when we hear 
expressions of appreciation from our clients.  We were also recently commended by 
a key funding source, the Legal Services Corporation, who after an intensive one-
week visit by six representatives, including interviews with the community, clients 
and staff, returned a very positive preliminary report. I am especially proud of the 
comments made of our staff who are described as “excited by and engaged in their 
work,” and of our service where “clients were treated with dignity and respect.” 
The LSC staff also concluded that Law Services enjoys a “fine reputation in the com-
munity based on the quality of the work and professionalism.”  

Thanks to the ongoing efforts of Chief Judge Jonathan Lippman and his task force 
to provide access to justice in civil matters, Judiciary Civil Legal Services funding 
has increased in this year’s recently enacted state budget.  This continued com-
mitment has been critical to our efforts to maintain and restore vital services in 
recent years.  We are very grateful. 

We appreciate the support of our community and look forward to continuing the 
quality legal services we provide to our clients. 

 you for your continued support.   

 

We're Back! Suffolk County Steps Up to Help Victims of  Domestic Violence  

In recent months we have reintroduced a limited service to the domestic violence community in Suffolk.  After losing 
funding for the Domestic Violence Project in 2009, we never gave up and persevered in the quest for funding.  With 
the support of the Suffolk domestic violence service agencies and the leadership of Presiding Officer Bill Lindsay 
and Legislator Jack Eddington of the Suffolk County legislature,  we received a small grant for 2011 and additional 
support from Legislator Vivian Viloria-Fisher, to provide limited legal representation for Suffolk domestic violence 
victims in family law matters, including orders of protection, child support, custody and visitation. Individuals who are 
not eligible for representation through Legal Aid or the 18B panel will be eligible for assistance. Referrals must come 
through a domestic violence agency. In addition, thanks to HUD funding, we are currently serving domestic violence 
victims who are residing in a shelter, or who are otherwise homeless as a result of fleeing from domestic abuse.  Immi-
gration status is not a factor. These clients do not require a referral and may also be eligible for Legal Aid or 18B. 
Please call 631 232-2400 with referrals or for more information. 

Nassau/Suffolk Law Services Committee, Inc. 

1757 Veterans Memorial Highway, Ste 50 

Islandia, NY 11749 




