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Mrs. D. is an elderly 

woman who moved to a 

Suffolk County nursing 

home from a Brooklyn-

based institution.  Her 

“institutional”  Medi-

caid had covered her 

nursing home care, but 

now she was deemed 

ready to return to the 

community with the 

assistance of homecare 

services.  Unfortunately Mrs. D. faced several 

obstacles in order to get this accomplished. 

First, her Medicaid coverage was administered 

through New York City’s HRA, not from Suf-

folk County. Second, she needed to change her 

institutional Medicaid to “community Medi-

caid.”  Her family hired a consultant to assist 

with the transition from HRA to Suffolk 

County and from institutional to community 

coverage.  After the consultant was unsuccess-

ful in dealing with the bureaucracy, the family 

came to Law Services’ ICAN Project to work 

with Ashley Omubo-dede whose exper tise is 

managed long term care. 

When Ashley started to work on the case,  the 

first challenge was the county-to-county trans-

fer of Medicaid. Also, the Medicaid Unit in 

Suffolk informed her that she could not con-

vert the Medicaid coverage to cover homecare 

without the client first being discharged from 

the nursing home as a private pay homecare 

patient. There would be a delay before Suffolk 

Medicaid could pick up the case and the cost 

to her client was an estimated $15,000!   

 

Ashley worked with the nursing home getting 

their full cooperation in completing the re-
(Continued on page 10) 
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World 
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In a recent compelling case, an eleven 

year old child who required a wheel-

chair for his disability, was denied 

Medicaid approval for a specific type 

of wheelchair with medically necessary 

accessories.  The family sought the 

assistance of attorney Regan Serlin in 

our Hempstead Welfare Unit to assist 

with the fair hearing appeal. 

The family explained to Ms. Serlin that 

a specific power Group 3 wheelchair 

had been ordered for the child by her 

physician.  The Medicaid Managed 

Care Plan (MCP) denied approval for 

this special equipment which included 

accessories such as a wheelchair joy-

stick and elevated platform.  The MCP 

believed that these features were not 

medically substantiated.  With the cli-

ent’s condition deteriorating, it was 

imperative that the denial of this im-

portant medical equipment move ahead 

on appeal. 

At the hearing, the MCP representative 

testified that it did not believe the 

Group 3 wheelchair was medically 

necessary for the child and instead ap-

proved a Group 2 wheelchair.  Ms. Ser-

lin argued that the physician-ordered 

wheelchair had been denied without a 

qualified MCP physician even examin-

ing the child.   The attorney had a ven-

dor representative come to the hearing 

to visually demonstrate the Group 3 

wheelchair explaining that the Group 2 

wheelchair did not have the necessary 

features required for the child’s disabil-

ity.  These included a joystick, a  tilt 

and recline functions and the elevated 

(Continued on page 7) 

Nursing Home Patient Returns 

Home Thanks to ICAN Project 

Disabled Child Wins His 

Wheelchair on Appeal 
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Foreclosure Prevention is an Important Part of Our Work 

Speculator Warded Off by Foreclo-

sure Prevention Project 

In a recent foreclosure-related case, Law Ser-

vices’ legal staff worked to save the home for 

our disabled clients who were the victims of a 

speculator’s attempt to defraud them. 

 

The client Mrs. R lives with her adult son in a 

home that she inherited from her parents. Both 

mother and son receive SSI due to their disa-

bilities. Upon the death of Mrs. R’s parents, 

she inherited the house, assuming responsibil-

ity for the property taxes which she could not 

afford to pay. As a disabled head of household, 

she did not know that she was entitled to, sub-

ject to application, a reduction in the tax bill. 

The client did not apply for the disabled tax 

exemption and defaulted on the payment of 

taxes.  She faced a tax foreclosure that would 

result in her losing ownership interest in the 

house and the loss of housing for the whole 

disabled family. In July 2014, a speculator 

convinced her to sell the home to him for 

$45,000. He "graciously" advanced $8,000 of 

the purchase price to the Suffolk County 

Treasurer for the oldest tax arrears that trig-

gered the tax fore-

closure.  

 

If the real estate 

closing had gone 

forward, after the 

balance of the tax 

arrears was satis-

fied,  Ms. R would 

have received less 

than $20,000 for the sale of her house. The cli-

ent sought the assistance of our Foreclosure 

Prevention Project who assessed her situation 

and advised her that the contract for sale of her 

home appeared to violate New York's Home 

(Continued on page 10) 

Senior Citizen Project to the Bank: 

“Not So Fast!” 

Our Senior Citizen Project recently defended an 

elderly client whose home was being foreclosed.  

During the mandatory settlement conference 

stage, which is held for the statutorily intended 

purpose of determining whether the parties can 

reach a mutually agreeable resolution, the cli-

ent’s attorney, Rose Caputo, raised the issue of 

whether the bank was negotiating in good faith 

as required by CPLR 3408.  The case was trans-

ferred out of the foreclosure settlement confer-

ence part with Ms. Caputo’s  understanding that 

a Supreme Court hearing would be held on this 

issue.  When the hearing did not occur, our at-

torney was unsuccessful in getting the bank’s 

attorney to consent to the case being transferred 

back to the settlement conference part. Further-

more the bank moved for summary judgment 

and to strike the defendant’s answer in an at-

tempt to railroad the case to a conclusion.  The 

court found in the bank’s favor. 

Ms. Caputo appealed the decision to the 

Appellate Division of the Supreme Court and 

won. (130 AD3d 994).  The appeals court found 

that “under the circumstances of this case, it was 

premature for the Supreme Court to entertain the 

plaintiff's motion and the defendant's cross mo-

tion. CPLR 3408 requires the parties to a resi-

dential foreclosure action to attend settlement 

conferences at an early stage of the litigation, at 

which they must negotiate in good faith to reach 

a mutually agreeable resolution, including a loan 

modification, if possible" (CPLR 3408 [f]). The 

court added that Ms. Caputo had submitted evi-

dence that the bank may have failed to exercise 

good faith with respect to her applications seek-

ing a loan modification in failing to follow fed-

eral Home Affordable Modification Program 

( HAMP) guidelines and regulations. The bank 

made piecemeal document requests, provided 

contradictory information, and repeatedly re-

(Continued on page 7) 
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Ms. R. came to the Volunteer Lawyers Project 

regarding a 72-hour notice to evict. A 72 hour 

notice is the final step in a legal eviction and is 

served by the Sheriff after a judgment is rendered 

by the court.  The notice warns the tenant that the 

sheriff will return in 72 hours to remove the ten-

ant and their belongings if they do not remove 

themselves. The client met with our attorney, 

Roberta Scoll, who oversees our  Landlord 

Tenant Attorney of the Day Project.  Ms. R. ex-

plained that she was current on her rent and had 

filed an Order to Show Cause to appeal the 72 

hour notice, which was denied, and was currently 

pending on appeal in the Appellate Term. 

 

Upon hearing the client’s story, Ms. Scoll con-

tacted the landlord's attorney to find out why the 

client received a 72 hour notice when all her rent 

was paid.  Pursuant to a stipulation, Ms. R had 

offered October’s rent, but the landlord had re-

fused to accept it. She had already paid the rent 

arrears she owed in the form of two money or-

ders which she personally delivered to the land-

lord’s attorney.  The landlord’s attorney had only 

forwarded to the landlord one of the money or-

ders which left a $253 shortfall, hence the evic-

tion proceeding was initiated on the basis of de-

faulting on the agreement. 

 

When Ms. Scoll contacted the landlord’s attor-

ney, he conceded that the stipulation did indicate 

that Ms. R had paid all the money to him, but he 

wanted our client to put a tracer on it.   Ms. Scoll 

wrote to the attorney objecting to his placing the 

burden and expense of the tracer on her client for 

the missing money order.   Lo and behold, after 

searching his files the landlord's attorney discov-

ered the missing money order which been had 

misplaced in another file.   He promptly contact-

ed the Sheriff stopping the eviction.  This hous-

ing situation could have ended very badly for our 

client without the persistent intervention by our 

attorney. Good work, Roberta! 

 

 

 

Tenant Nearly Rendered Homeless 

Due to Landlord Error In previous articles we have discussed the strict 

statutory procedure in summary eviction proceed-

ings.  Although these cases can move very quickly 

through the courts resulting in an eviction, the pro-

cedural rules and the requirement of specificity in 

the petitions provide tenants with some protection. 

In this case, the landlord served the tenant in a non-

payment proceeding by mailing the notice of peti-

tion to the address of the rental apartment.  But the 

landlord had been notified that the tenant, Ms. T, 

was actually temporarily residing in a nursing 

home.  In fact,  the landlord had served other notic-

es and sent correspondence to her at the nursing 

home, and yet he failed to mail the eviction notice 

to her at the same nursing home.  Ms. T’s daughter, 

who had power of attorney, appeared in court only 

because she happened to find the notice at the va-

cant apartment before the hearing.   

Jane Reinhardt, the Law Services attorney rep-

resenting Ms. T, filed a motion to dismiss in this 

eviction matter based on the landlord’s failure to 

properly serve the tenant.   The judge agreed and 

ruled in favor of the tenant.  The decision relied on 

the law requiring that the notice be served “at the 

property sought to be recovered, and if such prop-

erty is not the place of residence of such person 

and if the petitioner shall have written information 

of the residence address of such person, at the last 

residence address as to which the petitioner has 

such information…” RPAPL 735(1)(a).  The judge 

further asserted that the "word 'residence' in 

RPAPL 735 means that particular locality where 

the tenant is actually living at the time the sum-

mary proceeding is commenced. If, because the 

tenant is actually living other than at the premises 

as to which possession is sought, notice received 

by means other than those authorized by statute 

does not bring a defendant within the jurisdiction 

of the court.”  

Ms. Reinhardt was able to retain the apartment for 

Ms. T so that she could return to the residence up-

on her discharge from the nursing home. Congratu-

lations! 

This decision was published in the New York Law Jour-

nal on October 8, 2015.  For more information, please 

call our office.  

Disabled Client Can Return Home 

Tenants Benefit From Law Service’s Intervention 
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DAP Attorney Wins the Day at Appeals Council 

 Mr. B, who had a long work history as a clerk at a phone company, 

filed a claim in March, 2012 for Social Security Disability and Supplemental 

Security Income benefits based on a myriad of physical and mental health di-

agnoses. The Social Security Administration denied his claim in November 

2012 and he contacted our Disability Advocacy Project (DAP) Unit for assis-

tance. 

 Diane McClernon agreed to represent Mr. B and obtained his med-

ical records submitting them to the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) prior to 

the first hearing which was held in October 2013.  Due to the severe nature of his back and neck con-

ditions, Mr. B. had been in treatment with a pain management doctor as well as getting treatment from 

an orthopedic doctor since 2010.     As is commonplace at Social Security hearings, one of the things 

a claimant is asked about are his Activities of Daily Living (“ADLs”), such as his ability to prepare 

meals for himself, do any household chores including cleaning and doing laundry.  In the hearing de-

cision, which again denied the claimant’s benefits, the ALJ cited the fact that the claimant testified to 

being able to keep medical appointments, food shop, do laundry, prepare microwaveable meals and 

load the dishwasher. The ALJ also stated that the employability forms completed by Mr. B.’s treating 

doctor, did not quantify his limitations, and so were given little weight.  Further, in the decision, the 

ALJ  mistakenly stated that the vocational expert found the claimant could perform his prior job.  De-

spite the numerous amount of medical records, the claimant’s credible testimony, and the opinion 

from a vocational expert that the claimant could not perform any work on a consistent and sustained 

basis, the ALJ found that he could perform his past work. 

 Ms. McClernon brought the case to the Social Security Appeals Council arguing that the ALJ 

made errors in the decision including the failure to afford the treating physician’s opinion proper 

weight, erroneously concluding that the claimant’s statements about the extent of his limitations were 

not credible, and misstating the vocational expert’s testimony.  Also, performance of ADLs is not  in-

dicative of being able to engage in full time employment on a consistent and sustained basis.  Mr. B.’s 

treating doctor had filled out an employability assessment form on behalf of the Suffolk County De-

partment of Social Services, which, in fact, did quantify his limitations as 1-2 hours of performing 

work related functions such as sitting, walking, and standing.   Therefore, the treating doctor’s opinion 

should have been given great weight.  In addition, Diane argued that according to case law, a claimant 

with a good work record is entitled to substantial credibility when claiming an inability to work be-

cause of a disability.  In addition, she argued that the ALJ did not articulate the reasons for not follow-

ing the vocational expert’s testimony. 

 The Appeals Council remanded the case back to the ALJ, instructing the ALJ to re-evaluate 

the treating source opinions and obtain vocational expert testimony to clarify the effect of the limita-

tions on the claimant’s occupational base.   In preparation for the August 2015 hearing, Ms. 

McClernon submitted medical records of Mr. B.’s ongoing treatment and an update from his treating 

doctor, which was consistent with the previous one finding him very limited with performing work-

related tasks.   Again, the claimant testified credibly, and the vocational expert found no jobs that he 

could perform.  After this second go-round, the client prevailed and the ALJ issued a fully favorable 

decision for Mr. B.   

 Approximately 60% of Social Security and SSI applications are denied in New York State and 

over half of these eventually succeed at the ALJ hearing level. Diane McClernon’s persistence in tak-

ing the appeal one more step demonstrates the importance of having Social Security denials carefully 

evaluated at every stage for possible appeal. 



LAW  SERVICES NEWS   -   DECEMBER,  2015  PAGE  5  

Celebrating Pro Bono Week... 

Nassau Suffolk Law Services' Suffolk Pro Bono Project and the Suffolk County Bar Association SCBA and the Pro 

Bono Foundation recently honored a special group of attorneys at a Pro Bono Night celebration during Pro Bono 

Week in October.  The purpose of the event was to recognize those who have demonstrated outstanding generosity in the 

provision of pro bono legal services to needy Suffolk County residents. 

 

Pro Bono Night was attended by the honorees, their family, friends and colleagues and Judge C. Randall Hin-

richs, District Administrative Judge of Suffolk County.  Donna England, President of the SCBA, delivered the 

introduction to the evening's event and spoke to the benevolence demonstrated by the attorney honorees who do 

such important work in the community. Justin M. Block, the Managing Director of the Suffolk Pro Bono Foun-

dation, presided over the ceremony and presented the recipients with their awards. Eighteen attorneys were rec-

ognized (see names below) including Val Cherkoss, who was honored posthumously with a special award pre-

sented to his family and his, firm Blumberg, Cherkoss, Fitz Gibbons and Blumberg, LLP. A special Community 

Service Award was extended to Charles Russo for his charity work on behalf of the Long Island Coalition for 

the Homeless and Hope House. Special 

awards were also extended to the co-chairs 

of the SCBA's Military and Veterans Af-

fairs Committee, Hon. Peter H. Mayer and 

Ted M. Rosenberg. 

 
"It was an inspiration to share the evening 

with so many generous attorneys who give 

back without great fanfare.  They don't ex-

pect a lot for their charitable work but it 

was important for their colleagues in the 

legal community to honor them with this 

special tribute," said Ellen Krakow, Pro 

Bono Coordinator for the Pro Bono Project.  
 

Law Services’ Volunteer Lawyers Project, the SAFE Center of LI and the Nassau County Bar Association 

celebrated Pro Bono Week with an afternoon dedicated to providing free legal assistance and referral to Nas-

sau residents.   

Free Legal Information Day was hosted at the NCBA on October  29, 2015 boasting a record attendance 

of over 200 participants.   Volunteer lawyers met with attendees to discuss anything from family law, consumer 

debt, foreclosure and personal injury.  Law Services had an information table on site to deal with low income 

and disabled persons who required special assistance.  The event was so succussful that another one is sched-

uled to be held on May 18, 2016 to meet the great demand.  

Honorees: Richard F. Artura, Regina Brandow, James M. Corcoran, Val Cherkoss (posthumously), Lisa Fitzgerald,  William M. 

Gearty, Stuart P. Gelberg, Robin Guttman, Tiffany Moseley, Mark Murray, Martin Murphy, Donald R. Sallah, Harold Seligman, Lewis 

A. Silverman, Edwin L. Smith, Jessica D. Sparacino, Richard L. Stern, Louis L. Sternberg                                        

With Sadness we acknowledge the recent passing of Steven 
Eisman, President of the NCBA.  Our condolences extend to 
his family, friends and colleagues on the loss of the well-
loved leader of the NCBA and a top attorney in his field. 
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The Suffolk Pro Bono Project has se-

lected two attorneys in recent months to 

be honored as  Pro Bono Attorneys of 

the Month.  

 

Leslie Tayne was recognized 

for her work on behalf of our 

consumer debt clients. “I get a 

lot of pleasure from the pro bo-

no work I do,” says Ms. Tayne.  “It is very satisfying to 

help someone who otherwise would never have had an 

attorney working with them,” she explains.  “The cli-

ents have usually been through so much before they get 

to me that I feel it so important to use my skills and 

expertise to help them.”  She credits her father for the 

personal importance she places on doing pro bono 

work, noting that he always incorporated pro bono 

work into his legal practice.   “Leslie is always willing 

to help our agency and our clients”, says Maria Dosso, 

Nassau Suffolk Law Services’ Director of Communica-

tions and Volunteer Services adding, “She cares deeply 

about our mission and eagerly accepts our referrals.” 

One example was the assistance she provided to the 

mother of a disabled child.  The child’s estranged father 

stole medical insurance proceeds, causing the child’s 

unpaid doctor’s to sue the client for reimbursement.  

Ms. Tayne intervened and had the matter dismissed.   

 Leslie Tayne calls herself “the Debt Doctor” 

because of her approach with new clients.  “When a 

client first come to my firm for help, they are so 

ashamed,” she explains.  “Often, their debts have af-

fected their marriage and their other relationships, so I 

need to be sensitive to that.”  She reassures her clients 

by letting them know that she is not judging them and 

by reminding them that there is no shame in reaching 

out for her help.  Says Ms. Tayne, “We know that life 

happens and that people make mistakes.”  Her firm, 

Tayne Law Group, has grown substantially over the 

years.  In addition to her office in Melville, she has of-

fices in Manhattan, Mount Kisco, and White Plains. 

   

Karen G. Silverman was honored 

in the previous month as Pro Bono 

Attorney of the Month for her con-

tinuing commitment to pro bono on 

behalf of  our matrimonial and fam-

ily law clients. 

 Ms. Silverman has done 

over 180 hours of pro bono work 

for the Project since taking her first 

(Continued on page 7) 

Nassau Attorney of the Month 

Nassau Suffolk Law Services’ 

Volunteer Lawyer's Project 

(VLP) proudly shines a spotlight 

on Alexander C. Pabst, Esq. in 

recognition of his hard work and 

dedication providing pro bono 

representation to low income 

Nassau residents who are facing 

eviction and desperately in need 

of legal assistance.   

 Mr. Pabst is an associate in the firm Alizio 

& Galfunt LLP, where he focuses in the area of 

landlord tenant law. With the uppermost thought to 

giving back to the community by taking on pro 

bono cases, his first introduction to the VLP oc-

curred when he found himself on the "other side of 

the negotiating table" from the VLP and Roberta 

Scoll, who coordinates the Attorney of the Day 

Project. After learning about Landlord/Tenant At-

torney of the Day Project's vital services, he decid-

ed that volunteering through this program would 

be an excellent way to use his expertise and fulfill 

his desire to take on pro bono cases.  

 By volunteering to represent indigent ten-

ants Ms. Scoll states, “I believe that Alexander has 

gained invaluable knowledge in settling cases from 

both the landlord and tenant's perspective. This 

broad knowledge and experience has enabled him 

to provide his clients with a more realistic and 

clearer understanding of what to expect throughout 

their case.”   Mr. Pabst believes that 

“understanding is the key to help become the best 

advocate and while an attorney 'always fights for 

his/her client', experience in representing both 

sides helps create a better perception of  a client’s 

genuine concern."  His sense of satisfaction comes 

from assisting an indigent client to resolve their 

housing issue by providing them with guidance 

and understanding of the laws, terminology, and 

procedures involved in a case.  This is especially 

true when such knowledge and understanding 

could be the difference between retaining or losing 

their housing.  

 His compassion for others has deservingly 

earned Alexander Pabst the title of Pro Bono At-

torney of the Month and he will certainly continue 

to be an asset to the law profession, the VLP and 

our community for years to come.   

by Dana Aronow, J.D. 

Suffolk Attorneys of the Month 
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case in 2003.  She has also done a considerable 

amount of other pro bono work outside of the Pro-

ject over the years.  Asked why she devotes so 

much of her practice to pro bono clients, she re-

plied, “It’s very important that we help those less 

fortunate.  The Project allows me the chance to use 

the skills I have to do that.”  She finds the pro bono 

work very rewarding, and in fact stills keeps in 

touch with one of her past clients.  This client was 

nineteen years old and had been forced out of her 

home by her unstable mother when Ms. Silverman 

took her case.  She helped the client obtain child 

support and tuition assistance.  The client went on 

to graduate from the University of North Carolina, 

Chapel Hill and now works in New York City.  

Noted Ms. Silverman, “That one was a real success 

story!”   

Ms. Silverman has had many successes 

with her pro bono cases and is a loyal contributor to 

the Project.  Maria Dosso, Director of Communica-

tions and Volunteer Services at Law Services, com-

mented, “Karen never seems to hesitate to take a 

case and jumps right in.  We’re very fortunate to 

have an attorney of her caliber as an active partici-

pant in the program with a 

strong desire to give back.”   

Ms. Silverman has a 

solo practice in Huntington, 

New York, where she exclu-

sively represents clients in 

divorce and family court 

matters.   

Congratulations to both our Suffolk hon-

orees for their dedication to the pro bono mission! 

by Ellen Krakow, Staff Attorney 

 

   

     

  

 

 

 

(Continued from page 6) 

Suffolk Attorney of the Month-Karen Silver-

man 
quested documents which had already been pro-

vided. The Supreme Court should have held a 

hearing since these actions may have deprived 

the homeowner of a meaningful opportunity to 

obtain a loan modification or other potential 

workout options. The case has been remanded 

back to the lower court for a hearing and if the 

Supreme Court finds that the bank did not meet 

its obligation to negotiate in good faith, “it shall 

direct the parties to participate in further settle-

ment conferences.”  

Congratulations to the client and her attor-

ney, Rose Caputo, for this important victory 

which upholds the rights of homeowners to be 

given a fair opportunity to seek workout agree-

ments before they lose their homes in foreclo-

sure.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Not So Fast 

foot rests. The elevated leg rests were necessary to 

prevent blood clots because the client could not reach 

his legs to use a manual foot rest.  Ms. Serlin con-

tended that the joystick feature selected was the least 

costly, only available with the Group 3 chair, and the 

safest and easiest way for her client to independently 

utilize the power functions. Since this wheelchair 

model could also be modified as the child gets older 

and can accommodate medical needs changes, it was 

also very practical. 

The MCP acknowledged that the Group 3 chair 

would work in the client’s home and that he would 

most likely require this type of equipment in the fu-

ture, but that the power features were not medically 

necessary.   

In the decision, the Administrative Law Judge agreed 

that the evidence was persuasive and supported the 

medical necessity for the requested equipment.  The 

MCP was directed to provide the client with the 

Group 3 wheelchair model including its physician-

ordered accessories. Great work, Regan! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Wheelchair Appeal 
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In this season of gratitude Nassau Suffolk law Services is 
grateful for many things.  Thank you to our generous 

sponsors and contributors of the                                                                        
2015 Fall Harvest Commitment to  Justice Reception .                                                                         

Your generous support allows us to continue                         
our mission of  ...  

“Doing  What’s Legally Possible to  Create a Just World “ 

2015 Fall Harvest Commitment to Justice                     
Sponsors & Contributors 

Gold Leaf                                                         Silver Leaf                                                                                    
Ruskin Moscou Faltischek P.C.             USI Insurance Services, LLC 

           Bronze Leaf                                                                      
 Bond Schoeneck & King                                                 
 Carole and James Burns                                                                 
 Kaye Scholer, LLP                                                                             
 Lazer Aptheker, Rosella & Yedid, P.C.                                      

                                            

    

Green Leaf 

Gassman, Baiamonte, Betts, PC                  
Kaye Scholer, LLC                                      
Mutual Of America                            
Nassau County Bar Association             
Nassau County Women’s Bar       

Elizabeth Pollina Donlon, Esq.—Attorney & 

     Mediation                                                          
PSEG Long Island                                                                
Real Time Reporting, Inc.                                                              
Suffolk County Women’s Bar Association                            
Suffolk County Bar Association Charitable                                                                                   
 Foundation 

Orange Leaf 

Meyer, Suozzi, English & Klein                                                                                    
Rivkin Radler, LLP                                                                                       
Satty, Levine & Ciacco, CPAs, P.C.                                                    
The Stony Brook Rotary Club                                                                      
Suffolk County Bar Association                                                                                               
Tayne Law Group                                                                             
Touro College Jacob D. Fuchsberg             
 Law Center                                                 
Irene Villacci, Esq.   

A Friend of Law Services   

Regina Brandow, P.C.                           
(In Memory of Barbara Mehrman)  

Dalli & Marino, LLP                         
Fratello Law, P.C.                               
IDP Consulting  

Jasper Surety Agency  

Mark Peterson, Esq.   
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We also wish to acknowledge the special support of The Carltun, Monarch Graphics, 
Julieanne Regine—Jasper Surety Agency, Larry Mullins, Esq. , John Dalli, Esq., the 
New York Mets, Stonebridge Golf and Country Club , Robert Greenberg—The Suffolk Y 
Jewish Community Center. Special thanks to the band Equity: Concentrating in Chari-
table Events, Musicians :Phil Colwell, Sheila Fitzpatrick, Jeffrey Fried, Christopher 
Modelewski,  Jeffrey Naness, and Ralph Tilelli. Photography by Gina Pirozzi,,- G. Pi-
rozzi Consulting. 

      Yellow Leaf 

 

 

Amistad Long Island Black Bar 
 Association                                 
Coach Realtors                             
Dorf Associates                                    
Farrell Fritz P.C.       
Fratello & Fox, P.C.                           
Law Office of Mark E. Goidell   
Saundra Gumerove & Associates   
Sheila A. Johnson, J.D.              
Scott and Joleen Karson           

Kelly Development Corp.              
A. Thomas Levin, Esq.                 
Peter Levy, Esq.                       
Life’s WORC Pooled Trusts              
Maurice A. Dean Law School at      
 Hofstra University                 
Pegalis & Erickson 

Beth Polner Abrahams, Esq.             
Lorraine and Jeffrey Seigel  



quired paperwork to facilitate the discharge us-

ing HRA forms which were unfamiliar to the 

nursing home personnel.  She also worked tire-

lessly to convince Suffolk Medicaid to pick up 

the case immediately upon the client’s release 

from the nursing home.  Overall, it was a matter 

of coordinating three parties, Medicaid, the 

nursing home, and the MLTC plan, in order to 

carefully time the discharge and convert the case 

from nursing home to community Medicaid ef-

fective the first of the following month.    In the 

end, the client was able to be released with 

home care services, and with no gap in cover-

age.  Mrs. D. and her family are very grateful. 

“Ashley listened to our concerns and was very 

sympathetic to our situation. She wasn’t going 

to stop until she got the green light for our mom 

to come home…Our mom is home now and we 

owe it all to Ashley Omubo-Dede.” 

 

The ICAN Project continues to assist participants in 

NYS Managed Long-Term Care (MLTC), Fully Inte-

grated Duals Advantage (FIDA) and Long-Term 

Support Services (LTSS) in Mainstream Managed 

Care (MMC) Programs, and persons transitioning 

into MLTC plans.   Please call NSLS at 631 822-

3290 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

Equity Theft Prevention Act (See RPL §265-a

(7)(a). This was due to the advance of funds to 

the County within one day of the sales contract. 

We represented Ms. R. when the purported buy-

er brought an action in Supreme Court to com-

pel “specific performance” to force Mrs R. to 

sell the house. Michael Wigutow, Senior Staff 

Attorney, defended Mrs. R. in this matter, rais-

ing the buyer's HETPA violation as the primary 

affirmative defense. In effect, the "buyer's" pay-

ment of the oldest tax arrears was an inappropri-

ate attempt to bind Ms. R. to an ill-advised con-

tract for sale of her home and sacrifice her equi-

ty interest which the law is intended to protect. 

In response to our written answer to the com-

plaint, the "buyer" quickly agreed to cancel the 

sales contract, allowing Ms. R. to retain her 

ownership of the home. 

 

Strengthening our legal arguments, paralegal 

Aurora Hurtado and Mr. Wigutow were able 

to obtain MAP loan funds (Mortgage Assistance 

Program) for our client to use to satisfy the bal-

ance of the tax arrears and to reimburse the buy-

er's advance payment to the County, removing 

all remaining tax liens and finally, and favora-

bly settling the action in Supreme Court.  

 

Thanks in part to the skilled advocacy and inter-

vention of the Foreclosure Prevention team, Ms. 

R. can now afford to pay the reduced tax bill 

and other necessary expenses to remain there. 

 

(Continued from page 2) 

Check out our Training 

Schedule on p. 15 

LEARN MORE 
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Law Services continues its strong ties within the community in an effort to collaborate with various agencies 

and ensure that low income Long Islanders receive the services they so desperately need.  If you happen to see 

any of our Law Services’ staff at a community event, please stop by to introduce yourself and say hello.  We’d 

love to meet you, and as always we thank you for your support! 

LAW  SERVICES  IN  OUR  COMMUNITY  

This summer Melissa Greenberger, Pro Bono Inno-

vator, joined by volunteer attorneys Carole Burns, 

Bart Rebore and Diane Mirabito, staffed an Infor-

mation Station at Family Court in Central Islip to  

distribute Self-help Child Support materials 

On October 17, 2015, Maria Dosso, Director of 

Communications & Volunteer Services, staffed an 

information table at the St. Vincent de Paul Society 

annual meeting held at St Francis of Assisi parish in 

Greenlawn. 

 

On October 30, 2015, Maria Dosso, gave a training 

presentation to over 400 community advocates at the 

annual PSEG’s Energy Forum.  Maria’s presentation 

included information regarding utility law and assist-

ing clients who have utility shutoffs.   

   

On August 5th, 2015 Ellen Krakow, Staff Attorney of the 

Pro Bono Project participated in the Lunch with the 

Judge Series at the Suffolk County Family Court. 

She spoke to the attendees about the need for pro 

bono attorneys in divorce cases and encouraged at-

torneys to volunteer. 

On September 30, 2015,  Ellen also gave a presenta-

tion to disability advocates on specific ADA policies 

at the Suffolk County Disability Advisory Board 

meeting.   

On October 19, 2015, Darlene Rosch, Staff At-

torney gave a presentation to the staff at EOC of 

Suffolk on Confidentiality Law and how it af-

fects the staff and their clients. 

On October 29, 2015, Dan Okrent, Staff Attor-

ney of the Senior Citizens Project gave written 

and oral testimony regarding the legal needs of 

senior citizens at a public hearing held at the 

Nassau County Office for the Aging.  

 

On October 13, 2015 Dan attended the Nassau 

Ombuds Service seminar for trainees held at 

Family & Children’s Association in Mineola.  

He gave a presentation on powers of attorney 

and the Health Care Proxy Decisions Act. Dan 

also described to the trainees the legal services 

available through the Senior Citizens Project.   

 

On October 14, 2015 Dan attended the Senior 

Citizens Law Clinic held at the Glen Cove Sen-

ior Center. Dan met with clients and provided 

advice and counsel.   

 

Dan staffed outreach tables for the following 

events: 

 National Grid Info Fair in Hempstead 

 PSEG Energy Forum in Brentwood 

 Nassau Dept. of Social Services Agency Fair 

in Uniondale   

Carolyn McQuade, Staff Attorney in the 

Adult Home Project, participated in the Suffolk 

Ombuds Service Training at Family Service 

League in Bay Shore.  Carolyn discussed the 

rights of adults home residents, including per-

sonal needs allowance, evictions, trusts and 

benefits.  
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Chief Judge’s Hearings Seeks Community Input on Need for 

Veterans Legal Services 
 

On October 16, 2015 the Hon. Jonathan Lippman, 

Chief Judge of the State of New York, conducted 

a public hearing to assess the extent and nature of 

unmet civil legal services needs.  The hearing was 

held at Pace Law School’s Judicial Institute in 

White Plains and was the last of a series of hear-

ings sponsored by the Chief Judge.  The hearings 

were held in all parts of the State in order to rec-

ommend to the Legislature and the Executive the 

level of public resources necessary to meet the 

unmet legal needs in our region.  The October 

hearing included a focus on the legal needs of 

veterans.    Jeffrey Seigel and Maria Dosso of Nassau Suffolk Law Services attended the 

hearings along with Rogerlyn Velez, Founder/CEO of Angels for Warriors, who was invited 

to testify.  Her moving testimony spoke to her experience in serving the legal needs of veter-

ans on Long Island and the urgent need for more funded services given the high number of 

veterans in our regions.  Law Services’ new Veterans Law Project, staffed by Blair Hill, has 

been working closely with Angels for Warriors along with several other free legal services 

programs on Long Island that serve our veterans. But the need continues to grow for this 

critical legal assistance and there is hope that the Chief Judge’s attention to this issue will 

lead to greater resources for veterans advocacy programs on Long Island. 

Nassau Suffolk Law Services’ Executive Director, Jeffrey Seigel 

and Angel for Warriors Founder/CEO, Rogerlyn Velez at Pace 

Law School attending recent Chief Judge Lippman hearings 
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ESSENTIAL PLAN 

NY State of Health (NYSOH), the state’s official health plan Marketplace, 
announced that open enrollment is underway for New Yorkers looking for affordable health 
insurance coverage in 2016, beginning November 1 and until January 31, 2016. 

As a new option on the Marketplace for 2016, the Essential Plan provides minimal cost cov-
erage for persons with incomes up to 200% of the Federal Poverty level.  This will make in-
surance coverage affordable for a greater number of people.  Note: the Essential Plan does 
not cover pre-natal care.  A Medicaid application is necessary for low income pregnant  bene-
ficiaries.  Call the Nassau Suffolk Hospital Council at 631 656-9783. 

COMING IN JANUARY: A NEW TIME LIMIT ON FOOD STAMPS (SNAP) FOR 
SINGLE ABLE BODIED ADULTS  
There are significant changes coming to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), 
formerly known as the Food Stamp program. Beginning in January 2016, SNAP benefits will be 
limited to three full months in any three year period for many Able Bodied Adults Without De-
pendents (ABAWD).  An Able Bodied Adult Without Dependents is defined as someone between 
18 and 50, with no dependent children under the age of 18, unemployed or underemployed (less 
than 20 hours per week) and not disabled.  Individuals who are participating in a work experi-
ence program are exempt from this time limit, as are those who are determined to be mentally 
or physically unable to work. 

Bits And Pieces... 

AN IMPORTANT HEAP 

REMINDER 
The HEAP program opened on Monday, 

November 16, 2015 and ends March 15, 

2016. Remember that renters are also po-

tentially eligible for HEAP which may 

give them additional benefits.  HEAP re-

cipients enjoy an advantage in SNAP 

budgeting for the next 13 months. Don’t 

let your client miss the application period. 

To apply online go to: 

www.Mybenefits.ny.gov. 

Self Help Child Support 

Project Can Help 

Clients who are in need of 

guidance and information 

about child support (eg. filing 

a petition, modifying/enforcing 

an order, or difficulty with a 

child support SSD garnish-

ment) can call NSLS’ Self Help 

Child Support Project for free 

assistance at 631 822-3279. 

https://mybenefits.ny.gov/mybenefits/begin


Nassau/Suffolk Law Services Committee, Inc. 

 1 Helen Keller Way, 5th Fl. Hempstead,  

N.Y. 11550 

(516) 292-8100 

1757 Veterans Memorial Hwy., Suite 50,         

Islandia , N.Y.  11749 

(631) 232-2400 

313 W. Main St.., Riverhead, N.Y. 11901 

(631) 369-1112 

 

Make sure to give us your 

email address by going to 

www.nslawservices.org and 

look for the “Sign up for our 

newsletter field”.  Tell your 

friends and colleagues! 

We’re on the Web  

www.nslawservices.org 

“Doing What’s 

Legally Possible 

to Create a  Just 

World” 
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Staff Announcements 
Welcome to our new staff: 

Paola Arrango - Staff Attorney Mental Health Law 

Project—Suffolk  

Margaret Dillon—Assistant Bookkeeper  

Belkys Mata-Arellano—Receptionist—Nassau  

 

Wishing them all the best, we say goodbye to our colleagues: 

Denise Snow 

Alex Berkman 

David Bradford 

Richard Semegram 

Megan Neal  

 

Congratulations to: 

Diana Amaya on her recent promotion to paralegal in the 

Welfare Unit.    

Maria Ramirez on her recent promotion to Office Adminis-

trator of our Nassau Office 

Beth Wickey, Director of Program & Contracts Admin-

istration on her 30th employment anniversary  

 

 

Beth Wickey serves the celebration cake! 

http://www.nslawservices.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NassauSuffolkLawServices


 To pre-register, please call the Training Line at 631 232-2400 x 3357, fax 631 232-2489 or email Cathy 

Lucidi at clucidi@wnylc.com. Fee is $35 per training (Scholarships available). Please make check pay-

able to Nassau Suffolk Law Services and mail your  payment in advance to confirm pre-registration. In 

case of inclement weather please call our offices for confirmation: Hempstead 516 292-8100, Islandia 

631 232-2400. 

ICAN Training: Ashley Omubo-dede, Esq. will discuss the long term managed care (MLTC & FI-

DA plans) which involve homecare, Medicaid and Medicare Advantage Plan.  Those  affected are dual eligi-

bles, (eligible for Medicare and Medicaid), who require community long-term care services including home 

care, adult day care, and private duty nursing.  The focus will be on how to deal with issues of coordination 

with the various insurance plans.  She will also cover appeals and other advocacy tips. Wednesday February 

3, 2016 10:00-12:30 a.m. Hempstead Office, 1 Helen Keller Way 5th Floor Hempstead NY. (Please 

note the location. Parking available in multi-level municipal pay lot on Cooper St.) 

What’s New For 2016:  This is a first-time training which will address a wide range of advocacy tips and 

legal news that is crucial for advocates.  The focus will be on new developments in the law for 2016 that will 

affect the important work of  our advocates.  Maria Dosso, Esq. will discuss the latest in foreclosure, land-

lord/tenant, Social Security, SNAP benefits, consumer debt and Medicaid.   The presentation will assume 

some basic knowledge in these areas, but advocates with all levels of experience are welcome. Thursday Jan-

uary 28, 2016 9:30-12:30 Islandia office, 1757 Veterans Hwy Suite 50, Islandia NY 11749 

LAW SERVICES WINTER 2016 TRAINING SCHEDULE 

Training Registration Form 

Name                                                      

 

Agency Affiliation  

 

Phone Number 

 

 

 

Email Address 

 

Title of Training(s) 

Site of Training 

 

Amount Enclosed 

  

Please check if payment will  be sent at a  later date or on the date of  the Training   

 

Please return with applicable fee to: Nassau/Suffolk Law Services, 1757 Veterans Highway, Suite 50, Islandia, N,Y. 11749                        

Attn: Cathy Lucidi.  This form may also be faxed to Cathy at (631) 232-2489 
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Message From the Executive Director  

 

The local economy and social developments all have an impact on the demand for 

services and how we meet that demand.  I recently came across a source of statistics 

that brought home to me, yet again, how critical our work is. After hearing the latest 

census results for New York State, we learned that although Nassau and Suffolk 

Counties do not have the highest poverty rates in the state, we have experienced a sig-

nificant 16% increase since 2010 in the number of persons living below the Federal 

Poverty Level, the largest increase in the state.   We all know that the high cost of liv-

ing on Long Island provides serious challenges in this region, but when it is com-

pounded by dwindling household revenues, conditions and problems that our clients face become more severe.  

In the face of this data,  we will prioritize our resources wisely to address the community’s legal needs.  Thank 

you for your continued support in this mission.   On behalf of all of us here at Law Services we wish you a 

happy holiday and peace and prosperity in the New Year. 


