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Our administrative 
appeal decisions are 
often awarded Fair 
Hearing Decisions of 
the Month acknowl-
edgments by the Em-
pire Justice Center 
significant impact on 
welfare law in New 
York State. We are 
proud to share these 
cases with the Long Island community in 
hopes of raising awareness about these is-
sues as they may affect your clients. 
  

Megan Neal, attorney in the Welfare 

unit, recently represented a client who 
was denied public assistance because 
he had a 401 K. Applicants for public 
assistance are not allowed to have more 
than 2,000 in non-exempt assets. In this 
case, Ms. P. had a 401K in the amount 
of $2,066. DSS required the client to uti-
lize this resource before she would be 
eligible for assistance. She was told to 
borrow the balance (minus the $75 with-
drawal fee) which, when combined with 
her checking account balance of $75, 
would total $2066, bringing her over the 
allowable asset limit. Ms. Neal argued 
the case at a Fair Hearing and submitted 
a document from the 401K investment 
company stating that the client was "not 
eligible for 401K withdrawals at this 
time." She further made the argument 
that if the client were forced to borrow 
from the 401k, she would be unable to 
pay the loan back within the year as re-
quired. Megan's argument prevailed and 
DSS' original denial of eligibility was re-
versed so that the client was not forced 
to borrow from her small 401K retire-
ment account. This significant decision 
was awarded Fair Hearing of the Month 

 

for August 2014.   
   
In another recent decision, Regan 
Serlin another Welfare Unit attor-

ney, was awarded the Fair Hearing 
of the Month for a decision that re-
stored temporary housing assis-
tance for her client. When Ms. L. 
was placed in temporary housing 
she was required, per regulation, to 
actively search for permanent hous-
ing. After about one month, Ms. L. 
submitted her Housing Search Log 
to DSS, as required. But DSS sud-
denly sanctioned her with a termina-
tion of her temporary housing place-
ment, claiming that she failed to 
provide valid housing searches.    
 
At the Administrative Fair Hearing, 
DSS argued that it had assisted Ms. 
L. by providing her a list of available 
housing options in her price range, 
but that she failed to pro-
vide documented proof that she re-
ferred to this list or searched for 
housing. Ms. Serlin represented the 
client and argued that Ms. L. had 
trouble finding housing at the low 
allowance given to her by the DSS. 
She further argued that the client’s 
diabetes and restrictive diet made it 
impossible for her to reside in a 
room and board setting. Even 
though Ms. L had expanded her 
housing search to other counties, 
she was unable to physically visit 
them because she could not afford 
the transportation. She also assert-
ed that DSS had failed to produce 
the lists of affordable housing alleg-
edly provided to the client and fur-
thermore, failed to specifically ex-

(Continued on page 2) 

https://www.facebook.com/NassauSuffolkLawServices 
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plain to her how she could comply with DSS 
requirements in order to lift the sanction. 
 
The Fair Hearing decision determined that DSS' 
termination of temporary housing assistance to 
Ms. L on the grounds that she failed to comply 
with her Independent Living Plan, was not cor-
rect and was reversed. The Administrative Law 
Judge directed DSS to reinstate our client's 
temporary housing assistance and restore any 
lost benefits to her retroactive to the date of dis-
continuance. DSS was also directed to remove 
the housing sanction from the Appellant's case 
record. This significant decision was awarded 
Fair Hearing of the Month for June 2014. 
  

In yet another important decision, Attorney Beth 
Zweig represented a family whose public 

assistance shelter allowance was deleted from 
the grant because the children had been placed 
in foster care. At the Fair Hearing, it was deter-
mined that DSS had not sent a notice before it 
reduced the grant and furthermore had not tak-
en into account the upcoming family court hear-
ing wherein the attorney believed a reunification 
of the family was imminent. Ms. Zweig argued 
that the premature reduction in the grant would 
make it difficult to coordinate a service plan with 
adequate housing in order to return the children 
from foster care. The Administrative Law Judge 
agreed and the public assistance reduction was 
reversed. Ms. Zweig earned the Fair hearing of 
the Month for July 2014 with this great decision. 
 
 
These cases 
have a tremen-
dous impact on 
our clients' lives 
and we congrat-
ulate our dedi-
cated legal staff 
for their great 
work! 

  

(Continued from page 1) 

ADA Accommodations 
from DSS for Clients with 
Disabilities 
In our last newsletter p.4 we reviewed some of 
the important points pertaining to the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act (the ADA) and the 
important protections it affords for individuals 
with disabilities.  As advocates, we know that 
many individuals who go to the Department of 
Social Services (DSS) for assistance have dis-
abilities.  Sometimes their disabilities prevent 
the client from doing things DSS requires of 
them.  This can cause applications to be de-
nied or essential benefits to be reduced or 
even terminated. Our newsletter article dis-
cussed some of the ways a disabled client can 
be assisted to enable access to services.  But 
there is a lot more information available in the 
community.  
 
 On November 14, 2014, from 10:30 a.m.-
12:00 p.m national ADA expert, Greg Bass, Senior 
Attorney with the National Center for Law and Eco-
nomic Justice, will present a  program entitled ,  
“Taking on the Government - Using the ADA to 

Help Clients with Disabilities.”   This presenta-
tion will take place at Touro Law Center in Central 
Islip and will cover advocacy tools to use on behalf 
of clients with disabilities under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, to help them navigate through the 
requirements of public benefit programs run by 
agencies like the Department of Social Services 
and increase their access to government services.  
Mr. Bass will talk about the basics of the ADA as 
they apply to these programs – definitions of disa-
bility, who is covered by the law, what types of 
agencies must comply, how clients can get reason-
able accommodations and program changes, and 
other basics.  Recent court cases and non-litigation 
advocacy options, such as administrative com-
plaints and working collaboratively with agency offi-
cials, will also be discussed.   Ellen Krakow, Staff 

Attorney with Nassau/Suffolk Law Services, will 
briefly describe DSS-ADA issues NSLS recently 
has experienced. To register for this free presenta-
tion, please call 631 232-2400 x 3357. 

      

http://nslawservices.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/aprilmay2014website-version.pdf
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The National Pro Bono Celebration focuses the nation's attention 

on the increased need for pro bono services during these chal-

lenging economic times and celebrates the outstanding work of 

lawyers who volunteer their services throughout the year. It is 

essential that the entire legal community engage in conversation 
and action that results in equal access to justice for all. The ener-

gy generated by the National Pro Bono Celebration is a powerful 

force that helps us build a just legal system.    

                                                 The ABA Standing Committee on Pro Bono and Public Service 

The Long Island legal community continues to be a leader in serving the growing number of people who have fallen on 

hard times.  Since 1981 Nassau Suffolk Law Services has developed a strong collaboration with the Nassau County Bar 

Association and the Suffolk County Bar Association to provide pro bono services. These partnerships include bankrupt-
cy and matrimonial clinics, a Foreclosure Settlement Conference Project and a Landlord Tenant Attorney of the Day 

initiative. Thanks to these joint efforts, hundreds of low income clients receive free legal assistance from generous vol-

unteer attorneys, supplementing the free legal services to low income and disabled Long Islanders being provided by 

Law Services staff attorneys. This year, in celebration of National Pro Bono Week, Law Services partnered with the bar 

associations to sponsor pro bono events. 

Nassau Suffolk Law Services joined The SAFE Center of L.I.  and Nassau County Bar Association (NCBA) to 

sponsor the fourth annual Pro Bono Legal FAIR (Free Assistance, Information, and Referral)  held Thursday, 

October 23, 2014 at the NCBA in Mineola. Volunteer attorneys were on hand to discuss a wide variety of legal 

issues with Nassau residents and provide valuable information and referral.  

A Bankruptcy Clinic was held at the Nassau Bar Association during Pro Bono Week where low income Nassau 

residents meet individually with experienced bankruptcy attorneys to be screened for full representation by a 

pro bono attorney. 

In Suffolk County a Bankruptcy Clinic was held at the offices of Nassau Suffolk Law Services. Prospective pro 

bono clients discussed their bankruptcy cases with Pro Bono Project attorneys joined by students from Touro 

Law Center. Applicants accepted for pro bono representation are then referred to a pro bono attorney. 

In gratitude for the dedication shown by our volunteers, Law Services joined with the Suffolk County Bar Asso-

ciation to salute our pro bono attorneys at a Suffolk Pro Bono Recognition Luncheon held at the Great Hall 

of the Suffolk County Bar Association on October 23, 2014.  We  proudly honor Suffolk attorneys who have 

demonstrated their active commitment to the pro bono effort by completing a case. 

W E  W E L C O M E  A T T O R N E Y S  W H O  A R E  I N T E R -

E S T E D  I N  V O L U N T E E R I N G  T H E I R  T I M E ,  E S P E -

C I A L L Y  I N  T H E  P R A C T I C E  A R E A S  O F  B A N K -

R U P T C Y ,  L A N D L O R D / T E N A N T ,  M A T R I M O N I A L  

A N D  F O R E C L O S U R E .  P L E A S E  C A L L  M A R I A  

D O S S O ,  E S Q  A T  6 3 1  2 3 2 - 2 4 0 0  X  3 3 6 9 .  

T H A N K  Y O U !  
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SSI to be Paid in two Separate Payments 
Effective October 1, 2014, SSI recipients will be receiving two separate payments. The SSI bene-

fit always included two separate components, a federal benefit and a state supplement.  These will 

now be paid separately but the total SSI benefit will remain the same. 

 

More Social Security News…As of August 2014, Social Security is no longer issu-

ing Social Security number printouts. For information on replacement Social Security cards you 

can apply for a replacement www.socialsecurity.gov/ssnumber. The “Social Security Number and 

Card” page provides information on how to obtain a replacement card and what specific docu-

ments you need to provide.  

While you’re at the website, open your free my Social Security account at www.socialsecurity.gov/

myaccount. It can help you plan for retirement, check your earnings history, request your Social 

Security Statement, and more.  

Learn more about your Social Security card and number at www.socialsecurity.gov/ssnumber. 

# # # 

Attention Food Stamps (SNAP) Recipients who Rent... 
We have received several calls recently regarding a reduction in SNAP food stamps benefits over 

the summer with no apparent explanation.  It turns out that many of these cases were due to the fact 

that the clients did not apply for HEAP during the last HEAP season (October 2013 through March 

2014).  This may seem unrelated, but in fact for many renters who do not incur heating and/or air 

conditioning costs separate from their rent, the SNAP budget will not include the highest Standard 

Utility Deduction which makes a big difference in their SNAP calculation.  For renters who do not 

incur heating and or air conditioning costs, one way around this is to apply for the one-time renter’s 

HEAP benefit of $50. Though the amount may seem small, the receipt of HEAP in the last 12 

months gives them an important SNAP budgeting advantage.  Some people may have received this 

HEAP grant automatically in prior years and did not think they needed to make a HEAP applica-

tion. Once HEAP season ends in March, clients have to wait until the season reopens in the Fall to 

reapply and meanwhile are left with reduced SNAP benefits. 

 This Fall, we encourage all advo-

cates  to remind their clients who 

have not incurred a separate heating 

or air conditioning cost, to apply for 

renters HEAP this heating season 

(starting November 17, 2014.)  It will 

make a big difference in their SNAP 

benefits for the rest of the year! 

 

Benefits News You Should Know ... 

HEAP BENEFIT = MORE FOOD STAMPS 

http://www.socialsecurity.gov/ssnumber
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount
http://www.socialsecurity.gov/ssnumber
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Congratulations to Leah 

Belfort! 

 
 

 

 

Leah Belfort was recently awarded 
the Legal Services Corporation (LSC)  
Pro Bono Service Award on October 6, 
2014.  She works in our Volunteer 
Lawyers Project and was one of six 
New York attorneys and three law 
firms to receive the recognition for 
her extraordinary commitment to 
equal justice.  Leah Belfort, is a former 
accountant who enrolled in St. John's 
University School of Law to devote 
her retirement years to pro bono 
work. Since 1997 she has donated 
more than 7,500 hours of her own 
time to pro bono service, seeing cli-
ents one day per week in the Hemp-
stead office of Nassau/Suffolk Law 
Services. Thank you, Leah, for your 
exceptional contribu-
tion! 

 

 

“We are bound by a respon-
sibility to use our unique 

skills and training - not just 

to advance cases, but to 

serve a cause; and to help 
our nation fulfill its founding promise of equal jus-

tice under law...The obligation of pro bono service 

must become a part of the DNA of both the legal 

profession and of every lawyer." 

 Eric Holder 

      LONG ISLAND               
BUSINESS NEWS AWARDS 

 

Cheryl Fratello, Fratel-
lo Law, PC, a member of 
Law Services’ Advisory 
Council and Sheila 
Johnson, Law Ser-
vices’ Director of Devel-
opment and Govern-

ment Affairs, were se-
lected by Long Island 

Business News to re-
ceive the Leadership 
in Law Award.   Ms. 
Fratello will receive 
the award in the  
Partnership Catego-
ry, and Ms.  Johnson 
will receive the award 
in the             Unsung 
Hero Category.  

 

Long Island Business News created the 
Leadership in Law Awards to recognize 
those individuals whose dedication to 
excellence and leadership, both in the 
legal profession and in the community, 
has had a positive impact on Long Is-
land. 

 

Ms. Fratello and Ms. Johnson will be 
honored at a special gala dinner to be 
held on Thursday, Nov. 13 at The Crest 
Hollow Country Club in Woodbury 
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.  

Congratulations! 

Cheryl Fratello,Esq. 

Sheila Johnson 
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PLAN PROJECT WINS PROPERTY TAX REDUC-

TION FOR CANCER PATIENT 
A PLAN Project client, Mrs G., who is currently dealing with breast cancer, 

received SSI since 1997.  She applied for a property tax exemption for peo-

ple with limited income and disabilities in March 2013 after her mother 
passed away and left her the property.  The application was denied on April 

15, 2013 by the Assessment Review Board due to “insufficient infor-

mation.” Ms. G. then proceeded to an administrative appeal on her own.  
The decision after administrative appeal upheld the denial and informed her 

that she could seek judicial review in Supreme Court pursuant to Article 7 

of the Real Property Tax Law.  

 

After losing the administrative appeal, Ms. G. contacted Nassau Suffolk Law Services to request assistance.  

Melissa Zeidler, her  attorney, noted that the client had been denied for  providing “insufficient infor-

mation,” but at no point was she notified in writing what further specific documentation was required. 

Upon further inquiry, Ms. Zeidler discovered that the Assessment Review Board was confused by the facts of 
the case.  The client’s mother originally had a senior tax exemption which ended upon her death in 2013.  

When Ms. G. was denied on her own tax exemption application, Ms. Zeidler determined that essentially what 

the review board was questioning was how her client was able to meet her expenses on such limited income 
in prior years.  They believed she must have other income that she was not reporting.  Her husband, who was 

never on the deed, had moved out early 

in 2013 and the board was questioning 

his income even though only the own-

er’s income is required.   

Ms Zeidler proceeded to file and 

amend a Small Claims Assessment 

Review (SCAR) petition pursuant to 
Article 7.  The SCAR website states 

that a hearing notice is issued within 

45 days of the petition being filed and 

would give at least 10 days notice of 

hearing.   

At the hearing, Ms. Zeidler confer-

enced with the assessment review com-

mission’s representative explaining in 

detail (with deed and death certificate) 
how and when ownership transferred 

from the mother to client, and pointed 

out that husband was never an owner 
and never had income in the relevant time period.  The client’s 2013 income was not at issue for this exemp-

tion application -- only her 2011-12 income was relevant.   Furthermore, even considering her current SSI 

income, she is well below the low-income limit.   

 

Thanks to Ms. Zeidler’s cogent and persuasive presentation of the case during the conference, the representa-

tive agreed that more than sufficient information had been provided.  The 50% reduction was approved by 
stipulation and “so ordered” by the judge.  The PLAN Project client was very pleased with a result which will 

save her thousands of dollars on property taxes every year. 

For homeowners with limited incomes and disabilities, a 
property tax exemption of up to 50% is available. In 

Nassau County, the Assessment Review Board has 

jurisdiction over these applications.  The four eligibility 

requirements to receive the exemption are: (1) disability, 
(2) low income, (3), residency, and (4) ownership.  

Income is examined for the year prior to the year of the 

application. For example, for an application in 2013, 

income for 2011-12 is considered. 

PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS 
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Pro Bono Attorney of the Month– 

Nassau 
Pro Bono Attorney of the Month– 

Suffolk 

 Scott Stone  

Nassau Suffolk 
Law Services’ 

Volunteer Law-

yers Project 
(VLP) and the 

Nassau County 

Bar Association 

are very pleased 
to honor Scott 

Stone as Pro 

Bono Attorney 
of the Month.  

Stone is a frequent participant in the land-

lord/tenant court-based Attorney of the Day 
Project which operates under the direction of 

Law Services’ Staff Attorney, Roberta Scoll 

and the VLP.  Stone has represented 62 clients 

facing eviction from their homes since joining 
the Volunteer Lawyers Project in 2012.  His 

level of generosity and constant dedication to 

landlord/tenant pro bono work makes him most 

deserving of this honor. 

 VLP’s Attorney of the Day Project 

provides direct pro bono representation to low 

income tenants facing eviction in nonpayment 

or holdover proceedings.  The Project allows 
attorneys to volunteer just for the day if they 

choose, to defend or forestall evictions in the 

hopes of preserving housing or giving the ten-
ants ample time to secure alternative housing 

and avoid homelessness or shelter placement.  

Mr. Stone is an active participant in this effort 

and as pro bono counsel, he is usually able to 
dismiss the eviction proceeding or negotiate a 

settlement stipulation that either allows the 

client’s tenancy to continue or, at a minimum, 
gives them additional time to look for alterna-

tive housing before the tenancy ends.  This 

critical legal service spares the client and their 
families the trauma and despair of homeless-

ness.  

 Scott Stone obtained his undergraduate 

degree from Syracuse University and then went 

on to study law at Hofstra Law School. He was 
(Continued on page 8) 

  Richard Artura 

 The Suffolk Pro 
Bono Project is very 

pleased to honor Richard 

F. Artura, for  a second 
time, as its Pro Bono 

Attorney of the Month.  

Mr. Artura has accepted 

nearly 70 pro bono 
Chapter 7 bankruptcy 

cases since joining the 

Project in 2004!  His 
level of generosity and 

constant dedication to pro bono work is truly inspir-

ing and most deserving of this honor. 

 Richard Artura is a named partner at Phil-

lips, Weiner, Artura & Cox, in Lindenhurst, N.Y.   
The firm practices divorce, criminal, personal injury, 

real estate and bankruptcy law. He  joined the firm 

five years ago, bringing to their legal practice his 
consumer bankruptcy expertise.  Approximately 

twenty percent of his practice is bankruptcy litiga-

tion.  His clients are typically working class or con-
siderably low-income individuals who have incurred 

substantial consumer debt.   

 Mr. Artura obtained his undergraduate de-

gree from Hofstra University, an MBA from Penn 

State, and his law degree from St. John’s University.   
Artura has been practicing consumer bankruptcy law 

since graduating from St. John’s in 1985.   

 A firm believer in giving back to the com-

munity, Mr. Artura is not only a stalwart contributor 

to the Suffolk Pro Bono Project, but also volunteers 
at Touro Law Center’s Bankruptcy Clinic.  Addi-

tionally, he provides substantially reduced-fee ser-

vices to those clients in his private practice who can-
not afford his usual fee.  Artura often represents in-

dividuals with physical or mental disabilities.  Asked 

why he devotes such a substantial amount of his 

time to pro bono and reduced fee legal work, Mr. 
Artura responded “ I  feel for many of the clients I 

encounter - - some of them the poorest of the poor.  

It’s rewarding to know I’m providing assistance to 

them.”    

(Continued on page 8) 
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raised in West Hempstead and now lives with his wife, 
Elyse, and their two young daughters, Maya and Dana, 

in Bellmore New York. At The Law Offices of Scott 

Stone PLLC, located in East Rockaway, N.Y. Mr. 
Stone maintains a general practice, a substantial por-

tion of which involves business transactions and cor-

porate representation, commercial landlord/tenant 
work (usually landlord representation), real estate and 

tax certiorari.  He also serves as Special Counsel to the 

City of Glen Cove and the Incorporated Village of 

Farmingdale for Tax Certiorari. 

 Asked why he devotes so much of his time to 
pro bono work Stone responded, “ It’s a way to give 

back, and I enjoy being able to do that.”   Roberta 

Scoll nominated Mr. Stone for the honor of Attorney 
of the Month and believes strongly that attorneys like 

Stone are the backbone of the Project.  She comments, 

“His dedication to the Project and ability to assist so 

many clients in landlord tenant cases is what contrib-
utes to the Project’s continued success.  We are so 

grateful to him and the many other generous attorneys 

who give of their time every day.”   

  In light of the continuous, outstanding work 

Scott Stone has done for the Volunteer Lawyers Pro-
ject, we are very pleased to recognize him as the Pro 

Bono Attorney of the Month.  

By Ellen Krakow, Esq 

Pro Bono Project Coordinator 

Nassau Suffolk Law Services 

 

The Volunteer Law-

yers Project is a joint 

effort of Nassau Suf-

folk Law Services 
and the Nassau 

County Bar Associa-

tion, who, for many 
years, have joined 

resources toward the 

goal of providing free legal assistance to Nassau 
County residents who are dealing with economic hard-

ship. If you would like to join our volunteer team, 

please contact Susan Biller, Esq. 516-292-8100, ext.   

3136.   

(Continued from page 7) - PBP Atty of the Month—

   Scott Stone 

 Mr. Artura describes the local bankruptcy 
bar as “an amazing group of people,” and considers 

most of the attorneys his good friends.  Artura dis-

covered just how kind and supportive his bankrupt-
cy colleagues are, when he recently was hospital-

ized for three months.  He described how many of 

his colleagues continually called during his leave of 
absence to see how he was, and how several volun-

tarily covered his cases without ever accepting pay-

ment from Artura for their time.  Artura is grateful 

to the many judges, clerks, and trustees in the 
Bankruptcy Court as well, who were also extremely 

understanding and accommodating during his three 

month leave.   

 

 

 Mr. Artura and his wife, Bridget have two 

sons, Jared and Brandon. Jared recently graduated 
from Touro Law Center.  Brandon attends SUNY 

Plattsburgh, where he studies  international busi-

ness.  When not working or spending time with his 

family and friends, Artura can be found restoring 

his classic 1965 Mustang.  

  

  In light of the continuous, outstanding 

work Richard Artura has done for the Project, we 

are very pleased to recognize him as the Pro Bono 

Attorney of the Month.  

 

 

The Suffolk Pro Bono Project is a joint effort of 

Nassau Suffolk Law Services, the Suffolk County 

Bar Association and the Suffolk County Pro Bono 

Foundation, who, for many years, have joined 

resources toward the goal of providing free legal 
assistance to Suffolk County residents who are 

dealing with economic hardship.. If you would like 

to volunteer, please contact Ellen Krakow, Esq. 631 

232-2400 x 3323.  

 

  

(Continued from page 7) - PBP Atty of the Month— 

  Richard Artura 



Law Services continues its strong ties within the community in an effort to collaborate with various agencies 
and ensure that low income Long Islanders receive the services they so desperately need.  If you happen to see 

any of our Law Services’ staff at a community event, please stop by to introduce yourself and say hello.  We’d 

love to meet you, and as always we thank you for your support! 

LAW  SERVICES  IN  OUR  COMMUNITY  

Law Services celebrated Mental Illness Awareness 

Week by co-sponsoring  a free 

presentation entitled 

"Mental Health and the Legal Sys-

tem" on October 7, 2014 at the Co-

halan Court Complex District 

Court. The staff of Law Services' 

Mental Health Law Project, Farwah 

Raza and Vicky Davies joined the Mental Health 

Court and Justice William G. Ford in this important 

community forum.  Law Services Supports the 
Komen Greater NYC Race for 

the Cure 
On September 7, 2014 Law Services' Team 

Legally Pink joined the Race for the Cure in 

Central Park to "run breast cancer out of 

town!"  We also had an information table 

staffed by our PLAN Project Attorney, Melissa 

Zeidler.  The PLAN Project provides legal as-

sistance to persons affected by cancer and re-

ceives financial support from Susan G. Komen 

funding.  

Sheila Johnson, Director of Develop-
ment and Government Affairs attended 

Unity Day at Uniondale Par k on J une 

28, 2014 joining Legislator Kevan Abra-

hams, Harvest for the World & Steve 

Muir.  

Carole Burns, Vol-

unteer Attorney at 

Nassau Suffolk Law 

Services, recently 

staffed an infor-

mation table at the 

VA Standdown.  

This event is held 

twice a year at the VA Northport to provide infor-

mation and assistance to homeless veterans in our 

community. We are proud to be a regular participant 

in this effort to help our veterans. 

 

Thanks for the support! 

Law Services’ Fall Wine Tasting 

Event was held on October  8, 2014 at 

the beautiful Carltun in Eisenhower 
Park. It was very well attended, a great 

success financially, and 

a fun time for all those 
who participated. Con-

gratulations to all our 

basket winners and 
thanks to our support-

ers! 

Nassau Suffolk Law Services joined The SAFE 

Center of L.I.  and Nassau County Bar Associ-

ation (NCBA) to sponsor the fourth annual Pro 

Bono Legal FAIR (Free Assistance, Infor-

mation, and Referral)  held Thursday, October 

23, 2014 at the NCBA in Mineola. Volunteer 

attorneys were on hand to discuss a wide varie-

ty of legal issues with Nassau residents and 

provide valuable information and referral. 



Nassau/Suffolk Law Services Committee, Inc. 

 1 Helen Keller Way, 5th Fl.                   

Hempstead,  

N.Y. 11550 

(516) 292-8100 

1757 Veterans Memorial Hwy., Suite 50,         

Islandia , N.Y.  11749 

(631) 232-2400 

400 W. Main St., Suite 301,                      

Riverhead, N.Y. 11901 

(631) 369-1112 

We’re on the Web  

www.nslawservices.org 

“Equal Justice  
Under Law” 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT! 

You now have the ability to support Nassau Suffolk Law Services by making 
a donation online! Go to our website:www.nslawservices.org/donation.shtml 

and show your support for the critical legal services we provide. You can also 

use the online donation form to email your friends and family directly and 

invite them to join us as a supporter!  Or you can mail this form  with your 

donation to Nassau/Suffolk Law Services, One Helen Keller Way, 5th Flr. 

Hempstead, NY 11550, Attn: Maureen. Thank you! 

 

Name:  

Company: 

 

Address 

 

Email Address 

 

Credit Card Info.(Mastercard or Visa only) No.  

Exp. Date                       Security No. 

Check enclosed in the amount of      
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Law Services welcomes new Board Members... 

Steven Leventhal, Esq 

John R. Calcagni, Esq. 

Susan McParland-Leisen 

And our new Advisory Council Members... 

Regina Brandow, Esq  Abraham Krieger, Esq 

Ellen Birch    Cory Morris, Esq. 

John Dalli, Esq.   Erin Sidaras, Esq   

Raymond Donnelly   Leslie Tayne, Esq 

 

 

 

Welcome to our new Staff Attorney, Caithlin Appleby 
who is working in our Disability Advocates Project (DAP)  

Make sure to give us your email 

address by going to 
www.nslawservices.org and look 

for the “Sign up for our newsletter 

field.”  Tell your friends and col-

leagues!  

 And don’t forget to check out our 

Facebook page  

https://www.facebook.com/NassauSuffolkL

awServices 

http://www.nslawservices.org/donation.shtml
http://www.nslawservices.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NassauSuffolkLawServices
https://www.facebook.com/NassauSuffolkLawServices


Trainings will be held at our Islandia  office: 1757 Veterans Hwy, Suite 50, Islandia.  Please visit our 

website www.nslawservices.org for directions.  To pre-register, please call the Training Line at 631 232-

2400 x 3357, fax 631 232-2489 or email Cathy Lucidi at clucidi@wnylc.com. Fee is $35 per training. 

Please make check payable to Nassau Suffolk Law Services and mail your  payment in advance to con-

firm pre-registration. If inclement weather on the day of the training, please call the training line for 

possible cancellation(s).  

Medicaid Overview : Join us for a discussion of the Medicaid program: new and old eligibility guide-

lines, special rules for persons with disabilities, how the spenddown works, Supplemental Needs Trusts, 

how Medicaid is different from Medicare, immigrant eligibility, options for persons who are not Medicaid 

eligible, and more! Thursday January 15, 2015 9:30-12:30  Islandia office 

Keeping the Heat On: With the winter months upon us, issues of no heat and/or high utility bills will 

have many of our clients living in the cold. Find out what benefits are available for clients with high heating 

costs. What advocacy measures can be taken with a landlord who refuses to provide heat or when PSEG 

threatens a shutoff?  Wednesday November 19, 2014 9:30-12:00 Islandia office. 

Law Services   

Fall 2014/Winter 2015 Training Schedule 

Training Registration Form 

Name                                                      

 

Agency Affiliation  

 

Phone Number 

 

Email Address 

 

Title and date of Training(s) 

 

Site of Training 

 

Amount Enclosed 

  

Please check if payment will  be sent at a  later date or on the date of  the Training   

 

Please return with applicable fee to: Nassau/Suffolk Law Services, 1757 Veterans Highway, Suite 50, Islandia, N,Y. 11749                        

Attn: Cathy Lucidi.  This form may also be faxed to Cathy at (631) 232-2489 

Making Ends Meet: Faced with growing costs and increased living expenses, our clients are having a hard time 

making ends meet. How can we help to maximize income when wages or benefits just aren’t enough? We will review 

eligibility guidelines for public benefit programs, housing subsidies, and disability benefits.  Child support will also be 

discussed, for both custodial and non custodial parents. In debt? We’ll talk about reducing or eliminating garnish-
ments, benefit overpayments, etc, Something for everyone!  Wednesday December 10, 2014  9:30-12:30 Islandia   

office 



Message From the Executive Director  

 

Thanks to the financial support from the Long Island communi-
ty, Law Services maintains a strong position in meeting the le-
gal needs of less fortunate Long Islanders. Our recent Wine 
Tasting event held on October 8, 2014 at the Carltun in East 
Meadow, was a great success and we thank all those who spon-
sored, attended, and volunteered at our annual fundraiser.  We 
were also recently awarded a generous grant from the We Care 
Foundation, the charitable arm of the Nassau County Bar As-
sociation. We Care Funds are raised by the legal profession and 

community and distributed to the community to support the quality of life for chil-
dren, the elderly and others in need in Nassau County.  

I was recently fortunate to attend the 40th Anniversary of the Legal Services Cor-
poration (LSC) held in Washington D.C. where several prominent speakers, includ-
ing Vice President Biden, Hillary Rodham Clinton, and Eric Holder addressed the 
attendees.  We are proud to commemorate LSC’s historic beginnings and to be part 
of the LSC network of service providers. 


