
In a protracted case commenced by our 
Mental Health Law Project (MHLP) over 6 
years ago, a settlement was finally reached 
where our mentally ill client recovered 
$80,000 in a family property “deal” that 
went awry. 

 

Ms. R. transferred her house to her brother 
in early 2000 with the understanding that 
she would be permitted to stay in the house 
for the rest of her life. Her brother brought 
her to his attorney’s office to execute the 
papers transferring the property. Ms. R did 
not receive money for the transfer and no 
formal life estate was documented.  She is 
in receipt of Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI) and was made to believe that the 
house could interfere with her continuing 
eligibility.  (Of course a homestead is ex-
empt property for SSI purposes and transfer-
ring the house was not necessary. If fact, 
current SSI rules penalize uncompensated 
transfers of property.) 

The brother then transferred the property to 
his son for little or no compensation.  Ms. 
R. was still living in the newly finished 
basement when the nephew began eviction 
proceedings. At this point Barbara Liese, a 
former attorney in the MHLP defended the 
eviction under the theory of “constructive 
trust.” 

 

The theory of constructive trust essentially 
means that although there is no formal 
document, a right to property is construed 
to exist.  For this claim to be successful 
there must be a reliance on a promise, un-
just enrichment, a fiduciary or close rela-
tionship between the parties, and a transfer 
without consideration.   

 

After Ms. Liese was successful in landlord 
tenant court, the case went to Supreme 
Court for further adjudication.  The client 
moved out of the house in the interim under the 
(continued on page 5) 

Law Services Wins $80,000 for Client Duped by Brother                         

“Nassau/Suffolk Law Services was my last hope,” testified an 84-year old 
resident of Syosset, N.Y.  On October 7, 2010, Mr. S. spoke of his personal experience 
before a panel of state judges and the President of the New York State Bar Association, 
at the Second Department, Appellate Division in Brooklyn .  The panel led by Hon. 
Jonathon Lippman, Chief Judge of the State of New York, had been charged with re-
viewing the impact of unmet civil legal services in New York.  Mr. S. described to the 
panel his harrowing experiences trying to manage his credit card debt, saving his home 
from a possible foreclosure, obtaining a guardianship for his mentally ill wife, and se-
curing medical insurance and nursing home care for her.   

 “I have Nassau Suffolk Law Services to thank for helping me through this 
difficult time. Without this free legal service in my community, seniors and other Long 
Island residents in need would not be able to afford an attorney to help them with their 
legal problems.”           

Nassau Suffolk Law Services is a community based law program that provides 
free legal assistance to low income, disabled and disadvantaged Long Islanders with 
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this economic perfect storm. Our attorneys work with 
homeowners, especially those with subprime or non-
traditional loans, to avoid foreclosure and keep them 
in their homes.  

Recently, one of our staff attorneys in the 
Islandia office, Sheila Mullahy, assisted two disad-
vantaged individuals that had defaulted on their mort-
gages. Sheila was successful in halting court proceed-
ings that would have resulted in these Long Island 
families losing their homes. 

In the first case, the plaintiff, Mid-Island 
Mortgage, commenced an action to foreclose a mort-
gage in Shirley. The 
plaintiff alleged that the 
homeowner defaulted 
on her first monthly 
loan payment and all 
subsequent payments. 
The homeowner raised 
two issues in defense of 
the plaintiff’s action.  
First, that the home-
owner was denied the right to cancel the mortgage 
within three business days of the closing. Second, the 
homeowner signed the mortgage agreement at the 
closing under duress. 

But the plaintiff asserted that since the mort-
gage was a purchase money mortgage, whose pro-
ceeds would go to the purchase of the home, the three 
day cancellation did not apply. Moreover, even if the 
homeowner was entitled to cancel, the lender did not 
receive any written cancellation. As to the second 
defense, the plaintiff claimed that even if the home-
owner was under duress at time of closing, she ac-
cepted the money with no complaint and that her sub-
sequent action ratified the agreement. The court 
agreed with the plaintiff and issued a summary judg-
ment for the mortgage company. 

Shortly after getting notice of the judgment, 
the homeowner contacted Nassau/Suffolk Law Ser-
vices for assistance. After investigating the case fur-
ther, we found out that the homeowner had signed a 
refinance agreement, not a purchase mortgage. The 
client had been living in the house since 1996 and 
after her mother, the co-owner, died she could no 
longer afford the mortgage payments. Hence, she 
wanted to refinance in order to lower her payments. 
Instead, the client found out at closing that her new 

(Continued on page 4) 

Law Services Protects  

Homeowners from Foreclosure 

the goal  of ensuring that residents are afforded the 
full protection of the law.  In Nassau County, Law 
Services’ Senior Citizen Law Project funded by the 
county, provides free legal assistance to low income 
senior citizens. 

 In the past year, Law Services has experi-
enced significant funding cuts, forcing the closing of 
its Consumer Debt, Child Support and Domestic 
Violence Units.  Judge Lippman’s timely initiative 
was formed to hear the views of individuals and or-
ganizations about the unmet legal needs of New 
York residents which impact on basic human needs, 
especially given the economic downturn on sources 
of funding for civil legal services.   As part of this 
investigation, the Chief Judge conducted four public 
hearings held in New York City, Rochester, Albany 
and Brooklyn in September and October 2010. 
The video of the hearings can be viewed at  http://
media.courts.state.ny.us/video/
hearings/20101007_CivilHearing_384K.wmv 

(Continued from page 1) 

Over the past few years, Long Islanders 
have been subject to mortgage delinquencies and 
foreclosures.  Between January, 2008 and Septem-
ber, 2009, there have been over 100,000 foreclo-
sures filed in New York. Unfortunately, Suffolk 
County has led the state in foreclosures filed. In ad-
dition, almost 250,000 foreclosures are expected to 
be filed in New York through 2012. 

The negative impact foreclosures have on 
neighborhoods can be witnessed throughout Long 
Island. Foreclosures contribute to declining home 
prices, destabilization of neighborhoods and numer-
ous vacancies in lower-income and minority areas, 
to name a few. 

There are many reasons why New Yorkers 
default on their mortgages. Subprime/nontraditional 
loans, reduction or loss of income, and medical is-
sues or death of a family member, top the list. 

Nassau/Suffolk Law Services provides 
much needed legal assistance to low income and 
needy families that have been hit the hardest during 
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 Individuals with a criminal record often face serious 
barriers trying to maintain themselves or to “re-
enter” into the community.  Finding employment is 
often one of the first challenges. 

 

Job discrimination is a common problem for those 
with a criminal record and convincing employers to 
give someone a second chance is not always easy.  
There are some protections under the law however. 

Under New York law (Corrections Law Section 
753) an employer must consider several factors 
when considering someone for employment who has 
a criminal background. These factors include 
whether the conviction relates to performance abil-
ity, the seriousness of the conviction, the age of the 
conviction and how long ago it occurred, the em-
ployer’s interest in protecting people and property, 
and a Certificate of Relief from Disabilities or Cer-
tificate of Good Conduct. 

 

An employer may not ask 
about arrests (Executive 
Law 296.16), history of 
drug or alcohol depend-
ence, or adjudication as a 
youthful offender.  If an 
employer does inquire 
about these on an applica-
tion, the applicant can 
refuse to answer, but that obviously throws up a red 
flag.  Some attorneys suggest that in this thorny 
situation the applicant can answer “no” , but if they 
are later fired for answering dishonestly, they’d bet-
ter be prepared with legal counsel to pursue the liti-
gation that could be necessary.  Another option to 
answering the illegal question is to answer honestly 
with a sympathetic and/or remorseful explanation. 

 

Questions regarding felony and misdemeanor con-
victions are permissible (but not about violations 
which are not a crime). So are questions about cur-
rent illegal drug use or mental or physical conditions 
which may prevent one from performing the job. 

 

Certificates that promote Rehabilitation can be im-
portant in employment situations as they can remove 

statutory bars and/or create a rebuttable presumption of 
rehabilitation for employment applications.  The pur-
pose is to show potential employers that according to 
New York state law, one has been rehabilitated and is 
not likely to commit another offense. There are two 
types of certificates, the Certificate of Relief from Dis-
abilities (CRD) and the Certificate of Good Conduct. 

 

A criminal record can be bar to an employment license. 
Over one hundred occupations in NY require a license, 
registration or certification such as private security 
guard, bus driver, real estate broker, and nurse. For a 
complete list of affected licenses to: 
http://lac.org/doc_library/lac/publications/Occupational
%20Licensing%20Survey%202006.pdf.  The CRD is 
granted to people with only one felony or any number of 
misdemeanor convictions and serves to eliminate most 
automatic bars to state employment and license bars im-
posed by law as a result of the conviction. CRDs will 
not avoid deportability, drivers license suspensions, or 
discretionary considerations in the employment relating 
to “good moral character”.The CRD can be issued by 
the court at the time of sentencing based on a verified 
application which is followed by probation investiga-
tion.  Or the CRD can be issued by the Board of Parole 
upon filing the Certificate of Relief and the Application 
for Certificate. Complete information is available at 
www.reentry.net/ny.  

 

A Certificate of Good Conduct may be granted to one 
with multiple felony convictions.  This especially affects 
a person applying for a public office such as elected and 
appointed office, police and correction officers, district 
attorneys and members of local school boards. Certain 
convictions can permanently disqualify someone from 
holding public office. The Certificate of Good Conduct 
and is a little more involved, requires a waiting period of 
three or five years,  and takes from one year to eighteen 
months to obtain. 

 

Please note that Law Services does not have a funded pro-
gram to assist in these matters but more resources can be 
found at www.lawhelp.org/ny  and www.rentry.net/ny. Our 
next issue will discuss criminal implications in housing cases 

 For a step by step guide to applying for certificates go to: 
http://lac.org/doc_library/lac/publications/Certificates%20of%
20Relief%202007.pdf  

Consequences of Criminal Charges in Employment 
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asset based loan, which is used almost exclusively in com-
mercial business, to the homeowner as a residential home 
loan was grossly unreasonable and unconscionable. Re-
garding the alleged unfair and deceptive practices of the 
plaintiff, the court found that offering asset based loans to 
homeowners that are financially vulnerable and are in des-
perate situations could be materially misleading and in 
violation of General Business Law. The plaintiff’s sum-
mary judgment motion for foreclosure was denied. 

The meticulous attention to detail and compassion 
displayed by Ms. Mullahy regarding these two important 
cases exemplifies the mission that Nassau/Suffolk Law 
Services strives to uphold. 

Steven Agunzo, Paralegal Intern 

payments would be more than her current payments. At 
this point she expressed that she was no longer inter-
ested in going ahead with the closing but was pressured 
by her mortgage broker and signed the agreement. Af-
ter regretting her decision three days later, the home-
owner faxed a cancellation letter to the plaintiff and 
within hours received a call from the plaintiff’s attor-
ney stating that she could not cancel.  

Her Law Services attorney made a motion to 
reargue the summary judgment claiming that since the 
mortgage agreement was a refinance, not a purchase, 
the homeowner did have the right to cancel the mort-
gage within three days of signing. In addition, the loan 
application referred to  a refinance and the plaintiff pro-
vided no proof that the homeowner did not fax over a 
cancellation letter. Hence, the court agreed with our 
client and the summary judgment was now denied. 

The second case primarily deals with unfair 
and deceptive business practices on behalf of the mort-
gage company. The plaintiff, Emigrant Mortgage, com-
menced a foreclosure action after the homeowner de-
faulted on the monthly mortgage payment five months 
after closing, placing her home of 22 years at risk. Law 
Services was engaged by the homeowner and assisted 
in her defense. 

 The client asserted her first defense that the 
loan was unconscionable because the mortgage pay-
ments were in excess of her fixed monthly income and 
the plaintiff should have known that she could never 
have afforded to pay them.   In response, the plaintiff 
pointed out that the homeowner signed a “Resource 
Letter” indicating that she understood and confirmed 
her ability to make the payments. The plaintiff’s attor-
ney also stated that since the loan was asset based, not 
an income based loan, he was not required to verify the 
homeowner’s income. 

Additionally, the client stated that the plaintiff 
engaged in unfair and deceptive practices in violation 
of General Business Law. The defense alleged that the 
conduct of the plaintiff in extending her the loan with-
out determining her ability to pay was materially mis-
leading. The plaintiff explained that the homeowner 
defaulted on her loan payments and failed to cure her 
default. Therefore, it was reasonable to move for a 
summary judgment. 

The court found that the homeowner made a 
legitimate claim in asserting that the extension of an 

(Continued from page 2) 

Adult Home Eviction Thwarted 
Again! 

In a landlord tenant proceeding to evict from an adult 
home, when the claim is that the resident has violated the 
admission agreement, the adult home operator must state 
specifics and include a 30 day written notice.  (Social Ser-
vices Law 461-g(2)(a)(i). An adult home served our client 
with a notice of termination stating that he was in violation 
of the facility’s no smoking policy. No specifics were 
given regarding dates or times of the offending conduct. 
The adult home had tried to evict the resident last year, but 
our motion to dismiss based on the lack of the notice’s 
specificity, was successful. At that time, the adult home 
withdrew the petition but was now pursuing the same 
course of action. 

 

Carolyn McQuade, the attorney in our Adult Home Pro-
ject, filed another motion to dismiss, claiming that the 
adult home’s notice was defective and insufficient to sup-
port a summary proceeding to evict. The adult home also 
failed to include the tenant’s version of the allegations in 
violation of its own Residency Service Agreement. In this 
second proceeding, the adult home filed opposition papers 
to the motion. But the Sixth District Court, Judge Ukeiley, 
agreed with our position and granted the motion to dismiss 
based on the home’s defective notice. The resident’s hous-
ing was saved thanks to the attorney’s persistence. 

 

Law Services Foreclosure Project Saving Homes 



A recent fair hearing focused on DSS’s failure to reim-
burse a fair hearing appellant for the costs he incurred 
in defending himself at a food stamp termination hear-
ing.  The appellant was originally represented by our 
Welfare Unit attorney, Patricia Caruso. 

 

DSS proposed to discontinue food stamps benefits on 
the basis that there were alleged outstanding criminal 
violations stemming from a Florida incident.  In fact 
the allegations were unfounded, but in order to prove 
this, the client had to investigate his own case and 
gather documents from Florida.  Thanks to Ms. 
Caruso’s help, he prevailed at the hearing and food 
stamps were reinstated.  

 

After receiving the favorable fair hearing decision, he 
submitted a claim to DSS for $70, which were the ex-
penses he had incurred in gathering the documentation 
for the hearing. DSS refused to reimburse the expenses, 
so a second fair hearing was requested. DSS stipulated 
at this subsequent hearing to evaluate whether the ex-
penses warranted reimbursement, but eventually told 
the client that he would have to file an application for 
emergency assistance. Robin Sparks, his attorney for 
this appeal requested a third hearing, arguing that an 
appellant should not be required to file an application 
for reimbursement of expenses related to a fair hearing. 
The decision held that “expenses related to a fair hear-
ing” cover more than routine transportation and child 
care costs and DSS was ordered to reimburse the client 
$70, which client received immediately.  Congratula-
tions to Robin Sparks for earning Empire Justice Cen-
ter’s Fair Hearing of the Month for September 2010! 

emotional pressure of the situation. She has since been living 
in other housing arrangements. 

Vicki Davies, the subsequent attorney in the MHLP who took 
over the case, managed to get the current settlement which 
avoided the unnecessary stress of continuing court appear-
ances. The funds will be placed in a qualifying SSI trust to 
insure Ms. S. her continued eligibility for benefits.   

Congratulations to the Mental Health Law Project legal team! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Client Duped by Brother 

County Must Reimburse Appellant for 
Documentation Supplied at Hearing 

Dan Okrent, Staff Attorney in the Senior Citizens Law 
Project  received a favorable decision from The Depart-
ment of Health on behalf of his client who was challeng-
ing a proposed discharge from the Cold Springs Hills 
Center, a residential health facility.  

 

The facility was proposing to discharge the appellant to a 
facility in Lowell, Massachusetts because she posed a 
danger to the health and safety of individuals in the facil-
ity. The appellant who suffered from dementia exhibited 
erratic behavior and was receiving one on one medical 
attention. 

 

The appellant's "significant other" for over 20 years vis-
ited the appellant every day for four hours and her sister, 
who lives in Nassau County visited her every week. The 
proposed discharge site in Lowell, Massachusetts is 275 
miles and  would take more than 5 hours to drive from 
her current location. 

 

It was held that the residential facility had presented 
sufficient evidence to discharge the appellant from the 
facility. However, the appellant's behavior did not re-
quire an immediate transfer. The  proposed transfer 
was held to be inappropriate in that it would isolate 
the appellant from the most significant persons in her 
life and the facility was directed to reformulate it. In 
doing so, the facility must take into account the needs 
and abilities of the appellant's family and that includes 
the appellant's "significant other". In order for the dis-
charge plan to be appropriate, the facility should look 
to other nursing facilities in the local area.  

Congratulations, Dan! 

Senior Citizen Law Project Protects  

Nursing Home Resident 
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As most people are aware, late last year Law Services lost its 
funding to provide legal services to Suffolk victims of domes-
tic violence.  Despite our best efforts, victims in Suffolk 
County have since been without a free comprehensive legal 
service to assist with orders of protection, child support, 
custody and visitation. (Nassau County has its Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence which provides legal services to 
Nassau residents.)  

 

As part of our effort to seek new avenues for funding, we are 
appealing to the Suffolk County legislature to make this criti-
cal service a reality once again. The following is an excerpt 
from recent testimony given by Frank Gulas, an attorney in 
the former Domestic Violence Project. 

 

Good Morning Legislators.  Thank you for this oppor-
tunity to testify this morning before the Public Safety 
Committee.  My name is Frank J. Gulas, Jr., Esq., and I 
am a Staff Attorney with Nassau/Suffolk Law Services.  
I have worked there since 1999 and mainly practiced in 
the area of Family Law.  Most recently, since October, 
2008  I was one of two attorneys that was assigned to 
it’s Suffolk County Domestic Violence Project.  There, 
I provided free legal assistance to victims of domestic 
violence in both the Family Courts and the Integrated 
Violence Courts that are located in Central Islip and 
Riverhead.   

  

The Domestic Violence Project was not duplicative of 
those provided by Legal Aid and 18 B counsel, and the 
provision of these services actually saved the county 
money.  The Project specialized in representing victims 
of domestic violence exclusively and recognized the 
fact that the clients may have other legal issues other 
than obtaining an Order of Protection.  Most of the vic-
tims were women with minor children. One of the other 
legal issues many victims had was the need for eco-
nomic independence from the abuser.   

 

Domestic violence often goes unreported and some be-
lieve that many times the victim is afraid to pursue an 
Order of Protection because they do not have the eco-
nomic means to be free from the abuser.  The victims 
can go to a shelter and become recipients of public as-
sistance but some choose not to, and remain in the abu-
sive relationship.  Besides providing representation re-

garding Orders of Protections, the Project represented 
clients in establishing both Orders of Child and 
Spousal support and Custody/Visitation.   These Or-
ders of Support in particular gave many of the clients 
the ability to be free from the abuser with the free-
dom to choose their own housing.  

 

The Project’s clients were referred to us from the 
four domestic violence agencies in Suffolk County.  
We were not appointed as Counsel by the Court.  
This was important because the agencies made the 
clients  aware that we could also assist them with 
obtaining Orders of Support as well as with Orders of 
Protection and Custody/Visitation.  

 

Getting the case through this referral process, and not 
by Court appointment, resulted in more referrals be-
cause many clients, though low income, would not 
otherwise have financially qualified for Legal 
Aid/18B due to the very restrictive poverty guide-
lines. Many victims could not afford to pay for an 
attorney yet are disqualified from Legal Aid/18b due 
to household income deemed to the abuser. The Do-
mestic Violence Project was able to represent  vic-
tims in this situation.  Currently, I am not aware of 
any other free service available to these victims who 
are deemed overincome for Legal Aid/18b and are 
not able to afford an attorney. 

 

I believe that the legal services provided by the Do-
mestic Violence Project clearly resulted in savings to 
Suffolk County. By assisting clients in obtaining Or-
ders of Support, this often resulted in their maintain-
ing their housing and not having to reside in emer-
gency housing or a shelter for Victims of Domestic 
Violence at county expense.  I strongly support the 
need to have these shel-
ters available but also be-
lieve there exists a need 
for the provision of free 
legal services to represent 
those victims who choose 
economic independence 
from the abuser.   

 

Working to Bring Back Domestic Violence Legal Services to Suffolk 
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 Nassau Suffolk Law Services Committee Inc. 
hosted its third annual Commitment to Justice Wine 
Tasting reception on September 29, 2010 at The Carltun 
in East Meadow, an elegant and intimate venue for the 
event.  It was a rousing success, surpassing the first two 
receptions in attendance, sponsorship, basket raffles, and 
auction items.  This was extraordinary given the current 
economic climate.  

 The event was conceived by Carol A. Burns 
Esq., a major supporter, and Chair of the Special Events 
Committee of the Advisory Council.  

The event is not just held to raise funds and  
benefit the work of Nassau Suffolk Law Services. It is 
also held to toast supporters, vendors, Board Members 
and Advisory Council members for their extraordinary 
commitment to high quality legal services for low in-
come and disabled individuals. The gathering brought 
together Law Services’ enthusiastic supporters, includ-
ing business colleagues, family, and friends who en-
joyed meeting each other, mingling and networking.  
Guests remarked that it was fun to meet outside of a 
business context having a relaxing time for a great 
cause. It was an event where few guests left before the 
final raffle number was called and each person  received 
a favor of a bottle of wine.   

The guests raved about the delicious and appe-
tizing food prepared by The Carltun and the excellent 
quality of the wines served.  We are grateful that David 
Taub of Palm Bay International generously donated the 
wines for the third year in a row. Robert Lepley’s piano 
playing set the tone for a classy and festive evening.   

By popular acclaim,  James Dunne returned to 
host Vino U, an  exceptional, fun-filled wine tasting 
seminar. Guests described his presentation as 
“fantastic”, “fabulous” and “riveting”. Mr. Dunne de-
mystified wine and gave the participants a basic intro-
duction to the science of winemaking, as well as wine 
tasting and food pairing. Beginners walked away feeling 
much more confident about selecting wines. They said 
they gained deeper insight from a real wine professional.  

Major sponsors included: David Taub of Palm 
Bay International Wines, Ruskin Moscou Faltischek, 
P.C., Travers O’Keefe, James Dunne of Vino U,  State 
Bank of Long Island, Nassau County Bar Association, 
GEICO, Lazer, Aptheker, Rosella and Yedid P.C., Mu-
tual of America, Jacob D. Fuchsberg Touro Law Center, 
Carole and James Burns, Computer Associates, Dorf 
Associates, Elizabeth Pollina Donlon, Esq., Mark A. 

Peterson, Esq. and the Suffolk County Women’s Bar 
Association. Critical support was provided by Andrew 
James Photography and The Carltun.   

The Basket Raffle never fails to stir the 
crowd, and again this year there was much excitement 
as the numbers were drawn. We auctioned a golf 
package donated by Robert Behringer of Carriage Hill 
Associates and Rivkin Radler, and an American Girl 
Doll package which including nine beautiful, hand 
sewn outfits donated by Maureen O'Keefe and Minnie 
Giatas. The raffle and silent auction raises additional 
funds and we have the staff and Advisory Council and 
Board of Directors to thank for the donations.  
Sheila Johnson, Director of Development and Govt. Affairs 

LAW SERVICES SUPPORTERS ARE WINED AND DINED 
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James Dunne wowed his wine tasting students again this year 
with his knowledge of wines. 

It was a packed house for the Wine Tasting this year at the 
glamorous Carltun in East Meadow 
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Jane Reinhardt, Supervising Senior Staff Attorney,  
Mental Health Law Project, attended Suffolk County 
Legislator DuWayne Gregory’s  “Know Your Rights” 
Seminar on August 18, 2010 at Farmingdale University. 

Jane was part of a panel that included the Department of 
Social Services, NY Health Plus and CDC of Long Is-
land.  She gave information regarding our services and 
also spoke to some of the participants regarding hous-
ing, domestic violence, and Social Security issues.   

LAW SERVICES IN OUR COMMUNITY  

Law Services continues its strong ties within the community in an effort to collaborate with various agencies 
and insure that low income Long Islanders receive the services they so desperately need.  If you happen to see 
any of our Law Services’ staff at a community event, please stop by to introduce yourself and say hello.  We’d 
love to meet you, and as always we thank you for your support! 

Maria Dosso, Esq., Director of Communications took 
part in the 7th Annual Energy Forum 
held on October 22, 2010 in Haup-
pauge.  Her presentation on utility 
law taught over 180 advocates how 
to negotiate cases involving utility 
shut offs.  Her presentation also included information 
about HEAP and emergency assistance programs 
through the Department of Social Services.  Maria de-
scribes the Forum as a “great community event. It is to 
LIPA’s credit that there is such a commitment to getting 
legal information out to the community, and it is a 
pleasure to participate as a presenter every year.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team Legally Pink did it again !  
On Sunday, September 12, 2010, the Greater New 
York City Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the 
Cure® held its 20th annual 5K run/walk — its pre-
mier fundraiser. Team LEGALLY PINK from 
Nassau Suffolk Law Services participated again this 
year raising over $2,000 for Susan G. Komen for 
the Cure.  In turn, Komen supports our PLAN Pro-
ject which serves cancer patients on Long Island. 
There were thousands of people participating in a 
wonderful, uplifting event. See the photos below 
and check out the video clip! This wrap-up from 
CBS2  which will give you a little taste of what we 
were a part of.  Legally Pink was also featured as Ko-
men’s Team of the Week on October 25, 2010.  Go to the 
website and read more: http://www.komennyc.org/site/
PageServer?pagename=TR2010_race_teamfocus 

Marcia Vogel, paralegal in our PADD (Protection and 
Advocacy for Persons with Developmental Disabilities 
Project), attended the 18th Annual Legislative Break-
fast on Oct 1, 2010 sponsored by The Long Island Fam-
ily Support Services Advisory Council and The Long 
Island Developmental Disabilities Service Office.   

 

Max Chmura, the Acting Commissioner for the Office 
for People with Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) 
formerly called OMRDD was featured. Approximately 
600 people attended the Breakfast which celebrates the 
accomplishments of individuals with developmental 
disabilities. It also provides an opportunity to inform 
legislators about the community’s needs and accom-
plishments.  It is also an opportunity to network with 
other agencies and staff that share common goals.  

Cathy Lucidi, Paralegal in the Legal Support Center 
for Advocates and Karen Ferrare, volunteer attor-
ney, staffed an exhibit table on August 5, 2010 for the 
Suffolk County’s Stand Up for the Homeless event 
at St. Joseph’s College in Patchogue.  Our Rights of 
the Homeless handout, along with other self-help edu-
cational materials were distributed to the many home-
less individuals who attended. It was a great event 
which served hundreds of homeless families by pro-
viding information, services, and needed supplies to 
people in need. 
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 Douglas J. Good, Esq., Chair 

 Scott M. Karson, Esq., Vice Chair  

 Patricia Miller Latzman, Esq., Secretary 

 Peter H. Levy, Esq., Treasurer 

      Ricky Burnett 

      Eileen Conlisk 

      Robert Edwards 

      Mark A. Peterson, Esq. 

      Mary Ann Primiano 

      Christina Rosas, Esq. 

      Barry M. Smolowitz, Esq. 

      Myrna Williams-Rich 

Meet Nassau Suffolk Law Services Board of  Directors 

Barbara Mehrman, Chair  
Carole A. Burns, Esq., Vice-Chair 
Frank H. Shih, Ph.D., Secretary 
Beth Polner Abrahams, Esq. 
Ilene Barshay, Esq. 
Joe Benty 
Laurie Bloom 
Frederick K. Brewington, Esq. 
Francine DeMaio 
Elizabeth Pollina Donlon, Esq. 
Deena R. Ehrlich, Ph. D. 

Stephen Gassman, Esq. 

Douglas J. Good, Esq. 
Pamela J. Greene, Esq. 

Victoria Roberts 
Carol Scal, Esq. 
Eric Rogers 
Lois Schwaeber, Esq. 
Andrew Simons, Esq. 
Heather Sullivan 
Linda Taub, Esq. 
Andrew Thaler, Esq. 
Andrew J. Turro, Esq. 
John C. Van Wie 
Irene Villacci, Esq. 

Susan West 

And Law Services Advisory Council  
Sarah Jane LaCova 
Hon. Leon D. Lazer 
A. Thomas Levin, Esq. 
Peter H. Levy, Esq. 

Thomas Maligno, Esq. 

James V. McTighe 
Marie Michel, Esq 
Michael O’Leary 
Frank Pellicione 
Mark A. Peterson, Esq. 
Hon. Andrea Phoenix 
Lola Quesada 
June Robert, Esq. 



We’re Listening... 
Earlier this summer, Nassau Suffolk Law Ser-
vices asked you to participate in a 
short survey so that we could get 
your opinion and evaluate the ser-
vices we provide to the commu-
nity.  

 

We are so grateful to the many of you that re-
sponded.  We found your comments thoughtful 
and very helpful to us as we take a good look at 
Law Services and how we are perceived by our 
community. 

 

Here are the summary of the results: 

 When you think of Law Services, what 
comes to mind?  The vast majority of re-
sponses indicate an understanding of our role 
as provider of free legal services, but we also 
ranked very high as providers of legal education, 
community and social service information, and 
leaders in impact litigation and community devel-
opment.        

         

 What is the biggest misconception/lack 
of information people have about Law Ser-
vices? Many still believe that free legal services 
are limited to only the poorest Long Island-
ers.  Though most of our work focuses on those 
in dire economic circumstances, we have ex-
panded into the areas of foreclosure defense, 
cancer services, and other areas of prac-
tice. Also, some incorrectly believe we provide 
services in criminal matters.  

 

 Where should we focus delivery of ser-
vice? As expected, most responses favored 
landlord/tenant, access to health care, and pub-
lic benefits.  But there was a strong vote for do-
mestic violence, consumer debt, divorce, and 
elder law.  

 

What is Law Services' expertise or what 
makes us unique? Again, free legal services 

rated high as did consultation services to      
(Continued on page 15) 
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A federal court judge has rendered a decision in recent 
months striking down a law regulating the establish-
ment of substance abuse houses.  

 

The plaintiffs in Reynolds et al v Suffolk County lived 
in a “family-type” living arrangement provided by 
Homeworks, in which residents agree to attend all pre-
scribed alcoholism and substance abuse meetings, regu-
lar “AA” or similar meetings, and share in responsibil-
ity for maintaining their homes.  The Homeworks resi-
dences are affiliated with an out-patient treatment cen-
ter which offers medical, psychiatric, vocational and 
other services needed for recovery. 

 

The plaintiffs alleged that the law violated the Federal 
Fair Housing Act (FHA) and the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act claiming it discriminated against persons 
recovering from alcoholism and/or substance abuse.  
The law mandated requirements and limits for persons 
residing in substance abuse houses that were more re-
strictive than health and safety code requirements and 
imposed other procedures and limits with the intent to 
eliminate rather than regulate such housing. 

 

The judge agreed in all respects to the plaintiffs’ 
claims.  The Court found that the County produced no 
evidence demonstrating a rational basis for the various 
restrictions imposed on persons living in substance 
abuse houses and noted that the County official respon-
sible for the treatment of persons with substance abuse 
disabilities in the County was not consulted by the leg-
islature regarding the law.  The court also found that 
the County failed to consider less restrictive require-
ments for regulating the houses in violation of the 
FHA. 

 

Plaintiff’s counsel in Reynolds is Robert Briglio. 

Reynolds Wins Rights for Disabled  



      Nassau 

 Two VLP attorneys had in the last fifteen years spent far more hours on matrimonial cases‐‐their 
VLP specialty‐‐than any other matrimonial attorneys on the panel. For their outstanding, continuous service 
these champion matrimonial volunteers, Adrienne Flipse Hausch and Charles S. Sherman, were the Pro Bono 
Attorneys of the Month for July/August 2010. 

  Since January 1, 1995, Ms. Hausch handled forty VLP matrimonial cases in 1,404 hours, of these 327 
hours (including a 300‐hour case) was closed since October 2008. Mr. Sherman’s record shows 1,446 hours 
in 25 cases (one is still open) since January 1, 1995, of which 504 hours, including a 200‐hour case con‐
cluded since May 2007. In addition, Mr. Sherman has been a valued VLP mentor for the last few years; he 
estimated that he averages an additional four hours a month as a mentor to other VLP lawyers. 

  Mr. Sherman, who graduated from Columbia University in 1968 with a major in philosophy, gradu‐
ated from New York University School of Law in 1974. He is a member of the Nassau County Bar Association 
and its Matrimonial Law Committee, Family Court Law and Procedures Committee, and Appellate Practices 
Committee. He is also a member of the New York State Bar Association and its Family Law Committee and 
General Practices Committee, and the New York Family Law American Inns of Court. Mr. Sherman currently 
practices law in Garden City.  

  Ms. Hausch, an active member of the Nassau County Bar Association, serves on its Pro Bono Com‐
mittee, the Professional Ethics Committee, the Criminal Law and Procedure Committee, the We Care Advi‐
sory Board, and for many years NCBA's Annual Dinner Committee. NCBA named her the Thomas Maligno 
Pro Bono Attorney of the Year in 2000. Since March 2000 she has been a member of the Committee on Char‐
acter and Fitness for the Second Department, Appellate Division, Tenth and Eleventh Judicial Districts. She is 
also a member of the New York State Bar Association. Related to her other profession, she is a member of 
the Board of Trustees of the Long Island Council of Churches and its Western Steering Committee. Ms. 
Hausch is an active partnership in the law firm of Carway and Flipse.  

Suffolk 

 Like many of his colleagues in the Long Island legal community, Mitchell M. Shapiro, Pro Bono Attor‐
ney of the Month for June 2010, became an attorney after a career as a police officer—an understandable 
progression.  Since he was last named Pro Bono Attorney of the Month—in February 2005—he has con‐
cluded five PBP matrimonial cases and one still open for a total of more than 131 hours. 

  After graduating from Marietta College in Ohio in 1977, Shapiro joined the New York City Police De‐
partment as a patrol officer and later became a supervisor.  In his last five years he was assigned to the 
Criminal Justice Bureau, working with the Manhattan District Attorney’s office.   After retiring from the 
NYPD in 1994, he entered Touro College Jacob D, Fuchsberg Law Center in Huntington, studied in the eve‐
ning program, and completed his degree in 1999.  Admitted to New York State courts in 1999 and to Federal 
courts in 2000, he is a solo practitioner of criminal law as well as matrimonial law.  His office is in Smith‐
town. 

             Shapiro is a member of the Suffolk County Bar Association, the New York State Bar Association, and 
the American Bar Association.  He stays close to his former career, however, as a member of the Fraternal 
Order of Police and as general legal counsel for the International Police Association, New York City Region.    

The Pro Bono Project appreciates Mitchell M. Shapiro’s commitment to serving the indigent under its aegis 
and is pleased to name him Pro Bono Attorney of the Month once again 

Volunteer Attorneys Recognized for Their Work 
By Rhoda Selvin 
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It’s a 
Girl! 

Congratula-
tions to new parents   
Farwah Raza, Staff 
Attorney in our Mental 
Health Law Project and 
her husband Ali Siddiquee on the birth of 
their beautiful baby girl, Aleena.  Born on  
July 9. 2010.    Mom, dad and baby are doing 
well.                     

We’ll Miss You Both 
We were sad to say goodbye to two of our col-
leagues who left Law Services for other posi-
tions. We wish them much success in their fu-
ture endeavors: 

 

We were glad to have Kim Walker join the 
foreclosure unit as a paralegal shortly after its 
inception in 2008. In her brief time with us, she 
spoke to literally more than one thousand home-
owners facing the threat of foreclosure on Long 
Island. She gathered information about their cir-
cumstances and documents necessary to assist 
attorneys in the unit identify ways to defend 
against foreclosure and thereby help people stay 
in their homes.   She also prepared data for re-
ports highlighting the work we are doing. Kim 
cared very much about the plight of our clients, 
working very hard to get them the services they 
needed.  She will be missed.  

 

In August, 2010, Law Services bid farewell to 
Lynda Strecker, our Suffolk County David 
Project social worker.  In the approximately two 
years Lynda was with us, she clearly had be-
come an extremely valuable member of our so-
cial work team and of the David Project.  She 
was a tireless advocate for her clients and was 
an active participant within the community.  She 
surely will be missed and we wish her all the 
very best in her new position as a Social Worker 
in the Division of Patient Care at the Maxine S. 
Postal Tri-Community Health Center.     

Two Board Members Say Goodbye 
 

It is with regret that we announce the resignation of 
two Board Members. We wish them all the best as 
they move on after many years of hard work on the 
Board... 

Janis Noto, served as a loyal board member for 
over 14 years. We are so appreciative for her sup-
port and dedication to Law Services’ mission.  She 
will be missed. 

After 26 years, Honorable Isabel Buse’s commit-
ment over such a long tenure made her a valued 
member whose contribution of time and talent will 
always be gratefully remembered. 
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BEHIND THE SCENES AT NASSAU SUFFOLK LAW SERVICES 

Irene V. Villacci, Esq. serves on our Advisory 
Council and is a past chair.  She will receive the 
Distinguished Alumni Award at the Molloy Col-
lege Ball on November 12, 2010 at the Garden 
City Hotel. This award goes to an alumnus who 
demonstrates the true spirit of the college’s mis-
sion, and whose professional career is  charac-
terized by a series of outstanding achievements. 

We congratulate Irene on her award and are very 
proud of our affiliation! 

YOU MAY BE MISSING OUT! 
Did you miss our last issue because we don’t have 
your email address? Don’t let it happen again!  

Sign up for our special E-news editions which are 
only available by email (this saves us mailing costs). 
Go to www.nslawservices.org  to sign up! Past is-
sues are also archived on our website. 

 

As an added perk, next month we’ll be 
introducing a new feature called Legal 
Lessons, a series of bite-size interim 
news pieces sent exclusively by email. Be the first 
to hear about relevant legal news in your commu-
nity. Sign up today! 



 

We get fan mail... 
“I so personally appreciate and wish to thank 
Ms. (Luchs) Kindler and Ms. Ritchie for their 
outstanding personal service on my behalf. 
They both are a credit to your firm.  I am very 
grateful for...their outstanding professional ef-
forts which so achieved the positive results with 
respect to my case..” 
Marissa Kindler is an attorney in our Civil Unit in Suf-
folk and spends most of her day in landlord tenant 
court defending evictions. Kim Ritchie is a social 
worker who’s assigned to maintaining families in their 
housing and preventing evictions through casework 
and problem solving. Kudos to a great team! 

DISABILITY RIGHTS 
 The Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) is a powerful tool that can be used by 
advocates, case managers, and clients to obtain 
a wide range of accommodations from the De-
partment of Social Services (DSS) for appli-
cants and recipients with disabilities.  

 In April 2010 an enlightening ADA 
training was sponsored by Law Services with 
speakers Ellen Krakow, Esq of our Protection 
and Advocacy Project, funded by CQC, and 
Cary La Cheen, Esq. from the National Center 
for Law and Economics.  The trainers taught 
advocates and case managers about the range of 
accommodations required by the ADA, discuss-
ing how to request accommodations and what to 
do if they are not provided. Clients suffering 
from impairments which make the client unable 
to complete a DSS application or comply with 
DSS/DOL rules should ask for accommoda-
tions.  If DSS or DOL knows or should have 
known of the impairment without giving the 
client a reasonable accommodation, there could 
be grounds for an appeal. They also discussed 
DSS' current ADA policies and heard about at-
tendees' experiences with Nassau and Suffolk 
DSS.  

 If your disabled client is experiencing 
problems accessing DSS benefits which could 
be addressed by an accommodation please call 
Ellen Krakow ext 3311 

 

SURVEY RESULTS 

community advocates and expertise in public      
benefits and poverty law.  

 What aspect of how we deliver services do we 
need to improve? No surprise here.  There is a great 
demand for more staff, more trainings, and increased 
publicity and outreach. We received many posi-
tive comments acknowledging service limitations due 
to funding constraints and compliments on our great 
job performance given these limitations.  

 What additional services would you like to see 
us provide? More trainings, revive the domestic vio-
lence project and consumer debt project, and more 
elder law. 

General comments reiterated the importance of legal 
services with comments like "your services are of the 
utmost importance", "Law Services' information is al-
ways helpful", and "nonprofits couldn’t survive without 
you." 

 

We thank you again for your feedback. We're listening 
to your comments and hope to deliver on some of 
your valuable suggestions  

(Continued from page 12) 
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Law Services Winter 2010-2011 Training Schedule  

We will be conducting trainings at our Nassau and Suffolk sites: 1 Helen Keller Way 4th floor Hempstead OR 1757 Veterans Hwy, 
Suite 50, Islandia. To pre-register, please visit our website at www.nslawservices.org for a printable registration form, call the Train-
ing Line at 631 232-2400 Ext 3357 or you may e-mail Cathy Lucidi at clucidi@wnylc.com.  The fee is $30 per person per training 
session and is payable to “Nassau Suffolk Law Services”. To confirm your phone reservation or e-mail reservation please mail your 
payment in advance of the training date with the registration form from our website or call us to have it faxed to you. If inclement 
weather please call the training line, the morning of the training for possible cancellation. Space is limited so please pre-register 

Training Registration Form 

Name                                  

 

Agency Affiliation      

 

Phone Number    

 

Title of Training(s) 

 

 

Date and site of Training(s) 

Amount Enclosed 

Will be sent at a  later date or on the date of  the Training  

Please return with applicable fee to: Nassau/Suffolk Law Services, 1757 Veterans Highway, Suite 50, Islandia, N,Y. 11749 Attn: 
Cathy Lucidi.  This form may also be faxed to Cathy at (631) 232-2489 
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TRAININGS 

Winter Survival Skills  This popular seminar is being offered again this year.  Advocates always learn 
something new from this workshop which deals with emergencies especially prevalent during the winter 
season including utility emergencies, evictions, homeless issues, furnace repair, food emergencies, etc.  
Tuesday December 7, 2010 in the Islandia office. 9:30-12:30 
 

Supplemental Needs Trust  SNTs can be invaluable in securing Medicaid for persons with disabilities by 
enabling them to avoid a spenddown and thus make medical insurance an affordable, viable reality.  Our 
staff will explain the trust concept to advocates and go through a step by step description of how to do a 
pooled trust.  Thursday January 20, 2011  Islandia office 9:30-12:30 
 

The Foreclosure Process  It’s been a year since our last Foreclosure training and this topic is on everyone’s 
mind.  Our attorneys will demystify the complex foreclosure procedure, and will take you through the proc-
ess from beginning to end including commencement of the lawsuit, mandatory conferences, modifications, 
and possible legal defenses. A portion of the seminar will also be devoted to benefit programs and services 
that can help families facing foreclosure. Tuesday, February 8, 2011 9:30-12:30 Hempstead (Thanks to 
the Hagedorn Videoconferencing Center, Family Service League offices in Bayshore and Riverhead will 
be available sites for a simulcast of the training. Please indicate on registration form if you are interested in 
attending via videoconference from one of these sites. Follow up information will be provided) 



Nassau/Suffolk Law Services Committee, Inc. 

 1 Helen Keller Way, 5th Fl. Hempstead,  

N.Y. 11550 

(516) 292-8100 

1757 Veterans Memorial Hwy., Suite 50,         
Islandia , N.Y.  11749 

(631) 232-2400 

313 W. Main St.., Riverhead, N.Y. 11901 

(631) 369-1112 

 

Make sure to give us your 
email address by going to 
www.nslawservices.org and 
look for the “Sign up for our 
newsletter” field.  Tell your 
friends and colleagues! 

We’re on the Web  

www.nslawservices.org 

“Equal Justice  
Under Law” 

Law Services mourns the loss of Advisory 
Council member Judge Stanley Harwood.  
Judge Harwood served on our Advisory Council 
from 2002 to 2010 working to raise much 
needed funding for legal services.  In 2001 he 
was honored by Law Services with our Commit-
ment to Justice Award for his dedication to im-
proving the system of justice on Long Island. 

He will be sorely missed! Our deepest condo-
lences are extended to his family, friends and 
colleagues.  

Please share a 
copy of this 
newsletter with 
your colleagues 

Law Services is also mourning the loss of former Staff At-
torney Patricia Reilly Shairer.   Pat worked in the Disabil-
ity Advocacy Project from  1989 thru 1997, where she repre-
sented clients at Social Security hearings.  Her compassion 
and dedication to working with disabled individuals was 
beyond compare.    

Our deepest condolences are extended to her family , friends 
and colleagues.  

Law Services Mourns Two Great Losses  

BE A FRIEND 

Nassau/Suffolk Law Services needs your help now.  Your donation will support our 
free programs and this newsletter.  

 

You will also be demonstrating your support for the valuable legal services we offer 
tenants, senior citizens, people with physical and mental disabilities, persons with 
HIV/AIDS, homeless individuals and families, adult home residents, and seniors.  

 

Help us bring access to the system of justice to low income, disabled and disenfran-
chised Long Islanders.  Your contribution will make a real difference. 

Mail your contribution today or go to www.nslawservices.org and click on 
“Donations” in the left margin. Thank you. 

 Yes!  I want to invest  in Nassau/Suffolk Law Services.  Enclosed  is my gift of : 

$50 ___      $100 ___         $250 ___         $500 ____         Other_____ 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Name                                                        Phone                                 Fax 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 Agency or Business                         

_____________________________________________________________ 

Address                                     City                             State                    Zip 

 

Please make your check payable to Nassau/Suffolk Law Services  

One Helen Keller Way, Hempstead, New York 11550.   

Attention: Maureen Marmero 
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Message From the Executive Director  
 

The current financial crisis is wreaking havoc in the lives of low income New Yorkers and once mid-
dle class New Yorkers. Every day at Law Services we experience their desperation. They are strug-
gling and with no immediate economic recovery in sight, the need for civil legal services is increas-
ing exponentially.  At the same time we have lost funding for critical legal services, and so far in 

2010 we have seen the demise of our Consumer Debt, Nassau Child Support, and Suffolk Domestic Violence Units. 

 Recently Chief Judge Jonathan Lippman convened hearings in each of the four judicial departments across the 
state and appointed a Task Force to make recommendations to meet the unmet need for civil legal assistance.  This is 
the leadership we need for our current realities. Thousands of individuals are representing themselves in court proceed-
ings. This development is unconscionable and undermining the core values of our judicial system. Supreme Court Jus-
tice Lewis F. Powell Jr. said, equal justice "is perhaps the most inspiring ideal of our society. It is one of the ends for 
which our entire legal system exists…it is fundamental that justice should be the same, in substance and availability, 
without regard to economic status." The State of New York should help the nation fulfill the promise of equal justice 
for all and address the dire need for civil legal services for its residents. 

 

Our fundraising efforts continue as we seek to replace some of the lost funding.  The proceeds from the Law Services 
Commitment to Justice Wine Tasting event will help assure that poor and disabled individuals and families on Long 
Island have access to the legal system to protect their rights relating to such issues as housing, public benefits, access 
to health care and education, and the prevention of domestic violence. 

Your ongoing support is part of the effort to continue this important service to our community. I am sincerely grateful 
to all of our friends and to our staff for their demonstrated commitment to obtaining justice for disadvantaged Long 
Islanders. 


