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 Disabled Father Gets Child 
Support Arrears Capped 

 In an important child support 
appeal brought by Jane Reinhardt, 
Senior Staff attorney in the Mental 
Health Law Project, a disabled father 
was able to cap his child-support ar-
rears at $500 (NY Slip Op 08077, 
Appellate Division 2d Dept. 
2013).  The father had suffered a 
heart attack, rendering him disabled 
from working, and, as a result, his 
income fell below the poverty lev-
el.  He was not able to petition for a 
reduction of the arrears until several 
months after the heart attack.  The 
Nassau County Family Court refused 
to reduce the arrears of child-support 
for the period before his petition was 
filed, pointing to the strict rule of 
Family Court Act 451, which pro-
vides that arrears will only be modi-
fied from the date of a petition to re-

duce them. 

 

The Appellate Division agreed with 
Ms. Reinhardt that a different provi-
sion of the Family Court Act, 413(1)
(g), which requires a court to cap pre
-petition arrears at $500 if the peti-
tioner had income below the poverty 
level for that earlier period, creates 
an exception to Section 451 when 
the petitioner was impoverished be-
fore petitioning for relief, saying that 
"the prohibition against reduction of 
accrued arrears contained in FCA 
451 is not triggered because there 
are no accrued arrears in excess of 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Proof of "Legal Eviction" is 
not Required to Get Emer-
gency Shelter 

  Recently, a Department of 

Social Services district instituted a 
practice of denying temporary 
emergency housing to homeless 
individuals where a hand written let-
ter was the only proof that they 
could not return to prior hous-
ing.  This practice has been deter-
mined to be contrary to law and 
New York State policy pursuant to a 
recent fair hearing decision ob-
tained by Nassau/Suffolk Law Ser-

vices.   

 JH had been sleeping on her 
son’s couch while her husband, RP, 
was in the hospital. When RP, a re-
tiree, was discharged, JH’s son 
stated that he could not house them 
because it would violate his lease, 
so the couple asked DSS for help. 
They were first refused because 
they had no "document" to verify 
their homelessness, thereby forcing 
them to spend the night in their car. 
When they returned to DSS with a 
letter from the son stating that they 
could not stay with him, they were 
then told that "DSS no longer ac-
cepts hand written letters" and were 
refused any help because DSS pre-
sumed that they could stay at the 
son’s home!  A fair hearing was re-
quested and a decision was 
promptly issued advising DSS that 
(1) it had failed to conduct an ap-
propriate and immediate assess-
ment for temporary housing assis-

(Continued on page 2) 
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$500 to reduce."   The decision actually over-
ruled an earlier, contrary decision from the 
Second Department Appellate Division, which 
has jurisdiction of Long Island appeals, bring-
ing the Second Department into agreement 
with the other appellate division departments 

in New York State. 

 

The decision 
should help 
disabled, 
non-
custodial 
parents who, 
when they 
lose the abil-
ity to work, 
cannot im-
mediately 
petition for a 
reduction in 
their child-support obligations.  In many cases 
these obligations are not even owed to a cus-
todial parent, but to DSS in order to reimburse 
the agency for Public assistance being paid 
on behalf of an indigent child who is now an 
adult.  Child support arrears paid to a govern-
ment agency often unfairly financially strains 
an already indigent, disabled non custodial 

parent.   

 

Congratulations to Jane Reinhardt for this 

significant decision! 

(Continued from page 1) Child Support Arrears 

tance (THA); (2) it had failed to conduct an 
assessment for the need for Adult Protective 
Services; (3) there is no law or regulation 
that a "legal eviction" is required to be eligi-
ble for THA; and (4) DSS' internal handbook 
contains misleading information on accepta-
ble documentation of 
homelessness suggest-
ing that legal eviction, 
formal processes, or 
some involvement of law 
enforcement are the re-
quired conditions of eli-
gibility - none of which 

has any basis in law.  

  

Robin Sparks represent-
ed the appellant and was assisted by Linda 
Hassberg from the Empire Justice Cen-
ter.  To see a copy of the full  decision, it can 
be found at http://otda.ny.gov/hearings/
search/ and entering the fair hearing number 

FH#6544473Z. 

 

(Continued from page 1) Emergency Shelter 

LAW  SE RVI CES  N EW S   -DECE MBE R  2013  PAGE 2  

Learn about our 

upcoming train-

ings on p. 15 

http://otda.ny.gov/hearings/search/
http://otda.ny.gov/hearings/search/


Mental Health Law Project Re-

stores Client’s Housing 

Reversing an eviction after the tenant has al-

ready been removed from the premises is often 

not an easy task. In a recent case Dorothy, a 62-

year old woman living alone who suffers from 

an anxiety disorder, came to our Mental Health 

Law Project for assistance.  Her landlord sought 

to evict her due to rent arrears and allegations 

that her son often spent the night in the apart-

ment even though he was not a named tenant on 

her lease. In order to settle the eviction matter in 

court, the parties agreed to a stay (delay) of the 

warrant of eviction pending Dorothy’s compli-

ance with certain conditions. Although she dis-

puted the allegations of her son’s overnight 

stays, she entered into a six month probationary 

stipulation with her landlord agreeing that she 

would seek the landlord’s written consent in ad-

vance of her son staying overnight. (Although 

the law permits a tenant in most private rental 

agreements to have overnight guests, regardless 

of the lease terms, Dorothy had voluntarily en-

tered in to this stipulation).  Also, she agreed to 

pay her overdue rent of $556.00 in installments 

during that period.  

 On the last day of the probationary peri-

od, Dorothy had the feeling something was 

amiss.  She did not receive her latest regular rent 

statement for the month and when she called the 

management office to inquire about this, she was 

notified that she had violated the terms of the 

stipulation. Their claim was that Dorothy had let 

her son stay over without a written consent by 

management and, as a result, she would be im-

minently be served with a 72-hour-notice to va-

cate.  The stipulation required the landlord’s at-

torney to give a three-day notice of Dorothy’s 

default to her attorney, John Ferro, with an op-

portunity to “cure” the default before the land-

lord could subsequently proceed with the 72-

hour notice of the Sheriff’s execution of the war-

rant of eviction.   

 When Dorothy called Mr. Ferro about 

the 72-hour-notice to vacate, he contacted the 

opposing counsel to inquire as to why he had not 

received notice of default. The opposing counsel 
(Continued on page 16) 

PLAN Project Works to Keep Family 

Together After Parent’s Death 

A recent decision from the Suffolk County Surrogate’s 

Court was an encouraging, but bittersweet, victory for 

Nassau Suffolk Law Services. Staff Attorney Denise 

Snow of the PLAN Project, which provides legal 

services to those diagnosed with cancer throughout 

Nassau and Suffolk Counties, represented Mr. J, a late-

stage lung cancer patient whose greatest concern at the 

end of his life was the well-being of his four adopted 

children after his death.  

In the effort to alleviate this stress, Mr. J and 

the PLAN Project planned to designate Ms. K as 

Standby Guardian. Ms. K was Mr. J’s long-time part-

ner and agreed to be guardian of the children, all under 

17 years old, upon Mr. J’s incapacity or death. Sadly, 

the task of appointing a Standby Guardian would go 

unfulfilled. 

Standby Guardianship, can be prepared in two 

ways. One method for establishing Standby Guardian-

ship can be done without having to go to court and 

even without an attorney, much like a health care 

proxy. Through the completion of relatively simple and 

straight forward form, an ailing parent can designate 

another person as the temporary guardian of their chil-

dren in the event they die or become mentally or physi-

cally incapacitated. Any of these circumstances will 

trigger the temporary Standby Guardianship which 

must then be followed by a formal petition to the court 

within 60 days to finalize permanent guardianship in 

accordance with the stated, written desires of the de-

ceased. A sample of a non-court ordered, Standby 

Guardianship form can be found at http://

www.nycourts.gov/courts/5jd/probono/

Standby_Guardianship.pdf. 

The other form of Standby Guardianship, 

which is more complex and often takes a greater length 

of time, requires a court order. As Snow explains, “In a 

court-ordered Standby Guardianship, the court says, 

‘We approve of your choice of guardian’ and so there 

is very little follow up left to do for the guardian. 

As compared to guardianship proceedings in 

which the Surrogate’s Court must determine the wishes 

of the deceased and whether the appointment 

 

(Continued on page 16) 

PAGE 3  

http://www.nycourts.gov/courts/5jd/probono/Standby_Guardianship.pdf
http://www.nycourts.gov/courts/5jd/probono/Standby_Guardianship.pdf
http://www.nycourts.gov/courts/5jd/probono/Standby_Guardianship.pdf


PAGE 4  LAW  SERVI CES  N EW S   -DECEMBER  2013  

 MANAGING SOMEONE ELSE’S MONEY 

As any advocate knows, the perils of handling another person’s money are immense and daunting.  

The Consumer Financial Protections Bureau’s new series of booklets explaining how to managing 

another’s money as a trustee, court-appointed guardian, fiduciary, or under a power of attorney pro-

vide guidance to those taking on the role. 

 The guides provide financial caregivers with basic explanations of their duties within the role 

and where to seek assistance with such tasks. Additionally, the guides shed light on common scams 

targeting at-risk loved ones and financial caregivers.  

The Consumer Financial Protections Bureau provides free print copies of the booklets, even 

in bulk, through their website, as well as further, more detailed information for financial caregivers, 

at http://www.consumerfinance.gov. 

The FTC Says, “Be on the Lookout” Consumer Scams      

 Target Children and ACA Applicants 
 

It is a certainty that there is always someone attempting to scam others, and with the continued inte-

gration of mobile technology into society and the roll out of the Affordable Care Act, scams are on the rise. In 
a number of recent guides for consumers, the Federal Trade Commission has noted a number of recent, prom-

inent scams: 

 “Cramming”: Unauthorized charges appearing on your cellular telephone bill.  The FTC implores con-

sumers to always read their bill with a careful eye for unauthorized purchases, subscriptions, and other 

fees.  

 Games and apps geared toward children are also worth watching closely, FTC officials said. In-game ad-
vertisements can unknowingly charge children hefty fees or recurring subscriptions. To find more infor-

mation about “cramming” and unauthorized subscriptions, visit onguardonline.gov and consumer.ftc.gov. 

 If you receive an unsolicited phone call from someone offering services or guidance with the Affordable 

Care Act, do not give them any information. Government agents and officials will not call you about the 

Affordable Care Act or healthcare exchanges unless you reached out for assistance or answers to ques-

tions first. 

 If you are seeking help navigating the new healthcare exchange, do not speak to someone who is not an 

authorized Navigator, a certified application counselor, or a federally approved agent or broker. The FTC 

notes that people have been posing as NavigatorS with the intent to extort money or commit identity theft.  

 Federally approved Navigators never charge fees for their services. 

 For more information on meeting with an authorized Navigator call 1-800-318-2596 or visit https://

nystateofhealth.ny.gov/agent/navigators 

 Finally, the FTC recommends that all consumers and advocates keep a close eye on the media, as that is 

often the first avenue for discovery and reporting of new scams. 

 

The FTC’s guides to mobile and Affordable Care Act scams, as well as other consumer protection 

information, can be found at Consumer.FTC.gov. 

By Alex Berkman, Volunteer 

Consumer Alerts 

http://www.consumerfinance.gov/blog/managing-someone-elses-money/
http://www.onguardonline.gov/
http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/
https://nystateofhealth.ny.gov/agent/navigators
https://nystateofhealth.ny.gov/agent/navigators
http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/
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Food Stamps News 

At a September 2013 Fair Hearing on a 

client’s Food Stamps (SNAP) benefits, Megan 

Neal, Staff Attorney in the Welfare Unit 

prevented an injustice from going unnoticed. 

Ms. P, a 40-year-old mother of 6, in-

cluding an 18-year-old, full-time col-

lege student, had her SNAP benefits 

reduced by more than $500. The De-

partment of Social Services (DSS) 

claimed that child support paid to her 

for her 18-year-old daughter in-

creased her gross income enough to 

reduce her SNAP benefits so drasti-

cally, even though the daughter used 

the child support for her own care 

and maintenance. Ms. P received the 

child support from her 18-year-old’s 

father, but in no way used it for her or her oth-

er children’s benefit.  It was clear that the 

daughter was not eligible to receive SNAP 

benefits pursuant to 18 NYCRR 387.1 (ii) be-

cause a student who is 18 years or older must 

meet certain qualifying conditions such as be-

ing a parent/caretaker, being employed, or re-

ceiving public assistance. As she did not meet 

any of these conditions, the daughter was not 

eligible for SNAP, and was correctly not in-

cluded in the household size, which would 

have increased the amount of SNAP benefits. 

However, while it was agreed that the 

daughter was not eligible for food stamps, the 

question remained as to whether DSS was cor-

rect to count her child support income against 

the household’s budget. DSS’ reasoning was 

that child support is considered household in-

come and therefore must be included in the 

budgetary calculations used to determine 

SNAP benefits. Whether the income is spent to 

maintain the wellbeing of those in the house-

hold or not, DSS argued, the income must be 

included.  Ms. Neal did not agree with this po-

sition to impute income regardless of  how the 

income was used. Citing state regulations and 

the SNAP Source Book, Neal argued that 

since Ms. P’s daughter used the child sup-

port money exclusively for her own benefit, 

that the money must be excluded from Ms. 

P’s gross household income.  

The Administrative Law Judge 

found Ms. Neal’s argument com-

pelling and decided in Ms. P’s fa-

vor, finding that Ms. P did not use 

the child support for herself or her 

five minor children, but instead 

gave it to her 18-year-old daugh-

ter. Since the daughter used that 

money for herself exclusively, 

DSS must  exclude the funds from 

the income budget calculation for 

SNAP.  DSS was directed to recal-

culate Ms. P’s gross income and correct any 

benefits denied based on the incorrect com-

putation. 

By Alex Berkman, Esq.. Volunteer 

Retroactive SNAP Benefits 

Due to Many 

 New York State residents who were 

denied or cut off of SNAP (Supplemental Nu-

trition Assistance Program) benefits 

(previously referred to as food stamps) be-

cause of an employment sanction imposed 

between August 3, 2009 and December 14, 

2012 are having those lost benefits restored as 

part of a settlement reached in a federal class 

action lawsuit entitled Richard C. v. Proud.   

 

 The retroactive SNAP benefits were 

scheduled to be made on November 18, 2013 

for the approximate 140,000 households and 

will be available on the EBT card of the head 

of household that the class member belonged 

(Continued on page 6) 
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to at the time of the sanction.  If the class member 

has left the SNAP household that (s)he belonged to 

at the time of the sanction, the SNAP household 

will receive the back benefit, rather than the class 

member. 

 If no one in the sanctioned household cur-

rently receives SNAP benefits, then the Office of 

Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA) will 

mail a letter to the head of household’s last known 

address and the restored benefits will go into an 

EBT account for that person.  If that person has an 

active Medicaid case, (s)he can use that card to 

access the retroactive SNAP payment.  If that per-

son does not have an active Medicaid case, a new 

benefit card will be mailed to them. 

 The household receiving the retroactive 

SNAP payment will have up to one year to access 

the benefits.  If there has been no activity in the 

EBT account after a year, the benefits will be taken 

back. 

 In addition, the OTDA is wiping out all of 

the SNAP employment sanctions that were im-

posed between August 3, 2009 and December 14, 

2012.  SNAP employment sanctions are progres-

sive, which means that the first sanction is for a 

period of 2 months, the second sanction is for 4 

months and the third and future sanctions are for 6 

months.  If a class member is ever sanctioned in 

the future, these prior sanctions will not count. 

 Finally, the OTDA is in the process of re-

vising their SNAP sanction procedures and notices 

to comply with federal law by providing recipients 

accused of not complying with a SNAP work ac-

tivity with a second chance to comply prior to im-

posing the sanction.  In the meantime, individuals 

can be assigned to SNAP work activities, but can-

not be sanctioned if they fail to comply. 

 Please note that Temporary Assistance em-

ployment sanctions are not affected by the settle-

ment in Richard C. v. Proud. 

 

Douglas Ruff, Sr. Staff Attorney 

(Continued from page 5) Retroactive Food Stamps 

As of November 1, 2013, the belt of those receiving 

Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program bene-

fits across Long Island, and the entirety of the Unit-

ed States, tightened a bit more. 

 A five percent, across the board cut took 
effect amounting to $5 billion dollars over 2014 and 

an additional $6 billion over 2015 and 2016.  These 

numbers however do little to reflect the impact on 
actual families affected by this federal belt tighten-

ing. 

 Benefits are likely to decrease by approxi-

mately $11 per month for a single person house-

hold. A family of four receiving the maximum ben-
efits under SNAP is losing $36 each month, taking 

food assistance from a maximum of $668 to the 

present $632.  The cause of these cuts can be found 
in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, 

which came to an end on October 31, 2013.   

 It is crucial that those receiving SNAP de-

termine their total SNAP benefits and the impact of 

these cuts on them.  Such information can be found 
at mybenefits.ny.gov or by calling 888-328-6399.  

More information about the cuts, their impact, and 

other avenues of support can be found at NSLawS-

ervices.org and HungerSolutionsNY.org. 

 

By Alex J. Berkman, NSLS Volunteer  

MORE FOOD STAMPS 

NEWS... 

https://www.mybenefits.ny.gov/
http://nslawservices.org/wp/
http://nslawservices.org/wp/
http://hungersolutionsny.org/


Few things in America have been made to seem as scary as the Affordable Care Act. There are a few 

key points that are useful for any and all Americans to know about this health care insurance law. 

 First, if you currently receive health insurance through a government program, such as Medicaid, 

Medicare, you will not lose your health care. Government insurance programs remain unaffected 

by the ACA. 

 Second, if you currently have insurance through a private insurance company or through your 

employer, and your employer is continuing to provide insurance, you will not lose your insurance. The 

ACA does not affect existing medical insurance plans, but instead provides additional insurance protec-

tions for you and an outlet for uninsured Americans to receive insurance. 

Third, New York State, unlike the majority of states, has created their own Affordable Care Act 

insurance marketplace, opting out of the federal system. New Yorkers can shop around and ultimately 

purchase medical insurance through the New York exchange at www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov. 

Four, if you have difficulty navigating www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov,  need assistance in choosing 

a plan, or otherwise have questions regarding the ACA, you should seek help from a “navigator” or oth-

er federally approved official. Information on navigators and other persons able to provide assistance 

can be found at nystateofhealth.ny.gov/agent/navigators or by calling 1-800-318-2596. Caution is rec-

ommended when dealing with persons not found through these services, however, as many scams have 

been identified. A government agent, navigator, or anyone claiming to have authority through the feder-

al or state government will not contact you unless you have first reached out to them. Unsolicited help is 

often the first sign that a scam is afoot. 

Five, starting in 2014, you must have medical insurance. Failure to obtain medical insurance be-

fore this time will lead to an annual financial penalty. The financial penalty, in 2014, is $95 or one per-

cent of taxable income, but will escalate with each passing year -- $325 or two percent of taxable in-

come in 2015 and $695 or 2.5% of taxable income in 2016. Those exempt from this requirement include 

undocumented immigrants, those who are incarcerated, and those with financial hardships.  

More information about the Affordable Care Act can be found at NSLawServices.org and on the 

New York State Healthcare website at 

NYStateofHealth.ny.gov. Infor-

mation on common ACA-related 

scams and how to spot them can be 

found at consumer.ftc.gov. . 

 

 

 

 

 

By Alex J. Berkman, NSLS Volunteer 

Are you an advocate who wants to learn more about the Affordable Care Act and Medicaid 

changes in the upcoming year? Join us for our next training. Details on p. 15 

 

The Affordable Care Act: Just the Facts 
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             Fratello & Fox, PC.      Hon. Andrea Phoenix 
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Nassau Suffolk Law Services gratefully acknowledges the support from our 
2013 Commitment to Justice Fall Wine Tasting Reception Sponsors:  

Featured wines courtesy of Long Island Wine Country 

We also wish to acknowledge the special support of The Carltun, Hector Herrera Photog-
raphy, Monarch Graphics and musicians— Mel Gasman, Jerry Jacoby and Paul Sabitino 



 

Annual Commitment to Justice Wine  

Tasting Recap 

 

Thanks to all those who supported and           
attended our Fall Wine Tasting Reception on 
Thursday September 19, 2013 at the Carltun    

in East Meadow. It was a great event! 
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Jeffrey Seigel has been the executive director of Nassau/Suffolk Law Services 
Committee, or Law Services, since 1999. Law Services is a nonprofit community-
based poverty law program that provides legal assistance in civil (noncriminal) mat-
ters to low-income persons throughout Nassau and Suffolk counties. Established in 
1966, Law Services was one of the first Legal Services Corporation programs and is 
now among the largest providers of civil legal services in New York state. 
The program is committed to helping the poor vindicate their rights under the law. It 
provides free legal services in thousands of cases each year, as well as legal support to 
every agency, religious group and grass-roots organization that works with the poor 
and persons with disabilities on Long Island. 

Which skills that you learned or experiences you had at Hofstra Law have proved most valuable in your work?  

We must keep in mind I graduated Hofstra Law School in 1980, which is, of course, 33 years ago. Having said 
that, Hofstra Law was in its first decade of existence and was known as a progressive school with an emphasis 
in public interest work. It was that environment which attracted me to the school and enabled me to volun-
teer as a student at Nassau/Suffolk Law Services. 

Were you involved in pro bono work as a student? 

Interestingly enough, the only “pro bono” work I’ve technically done was as a student — I responded to an ad 
for a volunteer student placed by Nassau/Suffolk Law Services in the spring semester of my first year. I began 
work there during the summer after my first year of law school. 

Please describe your pro bono work. 

Nassau/Suffolk Law Services, of course, has paid staff attorneys, paralegals and support staff who represent 
low-income individuals. We also have established extensive, very successful pro bono projects utilizing volun-
teer attorneys in collaboration with the two major bar associations on Long Island. 

The projects focus on the following areas of representation: divorce and family law, landlord/tenant eviction 
prevention and consumer bankruptcy. This pro bono work both complements and supplements the work of 
our paid staff. Our volunteers provide many hundreds of hours of representation devoting time and effort val-
ued at more than $2 million annually. 

What is the inspiration behind your pro bono work? 

I suppose the inspiration behind our work, simply stated, is the desire to provide access to justice in the court 
system to those individuals who would otherwise not be able to gain access and, in part, on the pro bono side, 
of giving something back to our community. 

What advice would you offer to prospective students about making the most of their Hofstra Law experience? 

I would recommend that students take as large a variety of courses as possible. It may be their only oppor-
tunity to be exposed to certain areas of the law. I also would recommend that they take advantage of the or-
ganizations, clinical courses and volunteer opportunities available at the school. 

Interview with Jeffrey A. Seigel, Executive Director 

Nassau Suffolk Law Services 
Reprinted with permission from Hofstra School of Law  e-newsletter Insight 
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The Volunteer Lawyers Pro-

ject (VLP) and Nassau Suf-

folk Law Services are 

pleased to honor Lisa Jadidian 

as Pro Bono Attorney of the 

Month.  Ms. Jadidian has a 

particularly distinguished rec-

ord of representing pro bono 

clients in both matrimonial and 

landlord/tenant matters which 

are both pro bono practice areas in great demand. 

 

After Lisa Jadidian graduated from Touro Law Cen-

ter she immediately started her work as in house 

counsel for two Long Island firms representing lend-

ers in bank closings.  Since Ms. Jadidian loves to 

travel, she particularly enjoyed the work because it 

allowed her to see many areas of New York State. 

She soon started her own firm focusing on real estate 

transactional work and then moved on to a general 

practice.  Currently her firm is located in Long Is-

land City and handles matrimonial, transactional, 

residential and commercial landlord/tenant matters.   

 

Throughout her career, Ms. Jadidian also managed 

to begin a family and run a household.  She now has 

three boys to whom she happily devotes her time 

and attention.  She notes that it can be very challeng-

ing, working in her practice while devoting herself 

to running a household and dedicating herself to her 

children, but she manages to allocate her time. She 

continues to have a penchant for travel and hopes to 

do more of it in the future.  Ms. Jadidian has been 

doing her part in the VLP for several years. She was 

motivated to join the effort because she liked the 

idea of helping out.  She found her way to the Pro-

ject through the Nassau County Bar Association, and 

continues her good works to this day.   Though she 

greatly values her limited time, she considers doing 

pro bono work a wise and gratifying choice. Her day 

may be full, but she believes that doing pro bono is a 

rewarding public service. She comments, “Although 

pro bono work may not be financially rewarding, I 

feel good about myself when I help people who are 

facing difficulties in these challenging times.”   
(Continued on page 12) 

Nassau Suffolk Law Services 

(NSLS) is pleased to honor Val 

Cherkoss of Blumberg, Cher-

koss, Fitz Gibbons & Blumberg, 

LLP as the Suffolk County Pro 

Bono Attorney of the Month. 

As a long-standing volunteer 

with The Suffolk County Pro 

Bono Project, which operates as 

a collaboration between NSLS 

and the Suffolk County Bar Association, Mr. 

Cherkoss and his firm have been recognized previ-

ously for their commitment to providing assistance 

in matrimonial and family law matters. 

 

Mr. Cherkoss has routinely handled pro bono mat-

ters since law school. At Syracuse University Law 

School he participated in legal clinics. Since law 

school he has functioned as a law guardian in addi-

tion to his work with NSLS. He sees pro bono 

work “as a part of practicing law” and “a constant 

in his career.” His firm is also a model of the  pro 

bono spirit. All the attorneys at Blumberg, Cher-

koss volunteer their time and the senior partners 

have been individually recognized as Pro Bono 

Attorneys of the Month. The firm was also hon-

ored with a special award for its commitment to 

pro bono in 1990 and again in 2006.  

 

Mr. Cherkoss joined the firm in 1985 and is now a 

senior partner where he focuses most of his work 

in matrimonial and family law litigation. He is ad-

mitted to practice in New York and in the U.S. 

District Court for the Eastern District of New 

York. He is also a member of the Suffolk County 

and New York State Bar Associations. 

 

His motivation to do pro bono work is the same as 

his motivation to become a family law attorney. 

He wants to give back to the community and to 

others less fortunate.  “There is a tremendous need 

in our community for family and matrimonial at-

torneys,” he says. Clients are often at the mercy of 

(Continued on page 12) 
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And her clients apparently appreciate the work she 

does for them.  In one instance, Ms. Jadidian was 

representing a defendant spouse in a contested di-

vorce.  Her client was a man who was the non-

monied spouse in the marriage and in poor health, 

while his wife was a professional woman who left 

the marital residence.  The matter started out being 

highly contested but the parties managed to come to 

a favorable agreement thanks to the assistance of 

counsel.  The client was particularly grateful and 

contacted her several times expressing his gratitude. 

Jadidian felt very satisfied about being able to help 

him resolve this contentious divorce. 

 

Ms. Jadidian has found that her pro bono practice 

has also been a great learning experience. She com-

ments that the Project’s mentorship opportunities 

have been very helpful, especially at a time when 

she was starting out with less experience.  “It is so 

wonderful to be able to access a list of mentors 

when you need some guidance,” she says.   

Commenting on the VLP staff,  she praises Susan 

Biller, staff attorney at Nassau Suffolk Law Ser-

vices and Roberta Scoll, staff attorney for Law Ser-

vices’ Landlord Tenant Attorney of the Day project, 

who make it easier to do pro bono work.  “They are 

so welcoming and are always so great to work 

with.” The VLP staff are equally complimentary of 

Ms. Jadidian.   Ms. Scoll states, “I am so very ap-

preciative of Lisa's contribution to assisting tenants 

in landlord/tenant court and very grateful that she is 

part of the Attorney of the Day program." Ms. 

Biller adds, “I am very impressed not only by Ms. 

Jadidian's consistent efforts in the NSLS Attorney 

of the Day Project, but also by her desire to broaden 

her skill set by offering to handle matrimonial mat-

ters that present a novel issue."     

  

For her enduring commitment to doing her part for 

Nassau County residents in need, Lisa Jadidian 

earns the distinction of Pro Bono Attorney of the 

Month. 

Pro Bono Attorney of the Month: Jadidian  

(continued from page 10) 

the more moneyed spouse, and the family issues are of-

ten linked to other problems. Cherkoss comments that 

family law is a difficult area, and in the pro bono context 

requires a particularly intensive effort and high level of 

skill. It was not the area he thought he initially would 

practice in, but is the one he is strongly committed to and 

it gives him the opportunity to give back to others.  

 

As an example, Mr. Cherkoss related one memorable pro 

bono case involving a divorcing couple with significant 

debt. The wife had over $300,000 in unsecured debt in 

her sole name and a $75,000 lien on her premarital home. 

With the assistance of pro bono bankruptcy counsel, this 

client was able to discharge her unsecured debt and nego-

tiate a significant contribution from her husband towards 

the lien on the house. It was gratifying to be able to help 

someone in dire straights. Like so many cases, however, 

it was complicated by the myriad financial and personal 

problems of the parties. “Matrimonial and Family Law 

attorneys have to develop a thick skin,” he says. “It is a 

tough practice, highly specialized and contentious, but 

rewarding.”   

 

Maria Dosso, Director of Communications and Volunteer 

Services at Nassau Suffolk Law Services asserts, “The 

Pro Bono Project could not function without attorneys 

like Mr. Cherkoss.  His generosity of spirit and expertise 

in this time-intensive and emotional area of the law, easi-

ly earns him this distinction in service. He is a person 

who shares our vision and the pro bono mission.”  

Congratulations to Val Cherkoss for volunteering his 

time and expertise to helping families in need. NSLS is 

proud to recognize these efforts and his consistent sup-

port with the Attorney of the Month award. 

 

Edie Reinhardt, Esq. The author heads the U.S. office of LID pub-
lishing, an international communications and publishing company 

that works with professionals to develop content to promote their 

brand.  She also provides her services pro bono to NSLS. 

Pro Bono Attorney of the Month: Cherkoss  

(continued from page 10) 
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Law Services continues its strong ties within the community in an effort to collaborate with various agencies and ensure 

that low income Long Islanders receive the services they so desperately need.  If you happen to see any of our Law Ser-

vices’ staff at a community event, please stop by to introduce yourself and say hello.  We’d love to meet you, and as always 

we thank you for your support! 

LAW  SERVICES  IN  OUR  COMMUNITY  

 Dan Okrent, Staff Attorney of the Senior  
Citizen Law Project was a speaker at an Ombudser-

vice training held on October 8, 2013 at Family and 

Children’s Association.   

Dan was also an invited panelist at a CLE for the 

New York State Bar Association Senior Lawyer Sec-
tion meeting held at the Concierge Center in New 

York City on October 28, 2013.  Dan gave a presen-

tation on Medicaid eligibility. 

 On October 30, 2013, Maria Dosso, Director of 
Communications and Volunteer Services gave a training 

entitled “DSS Advocacy” for Catholic Charities.  Over 

100 outreach workers were in attendance.  If your agency 

is interested in having Maria come to give a training at 
your site please contact Cathy Lucidi for the more infor-

mation at 61 232-2400.  

 Maria was also a presenter at LIPA’s annual  

Energy Forum on Fr iday Oct 18, 2013 at IBEW Local 
25 Headquarters in Hauppauge with over 360 people in 

attendance.   

NSLS together with Touro Law School celebrated  
Mental Illness Awareness Week on October  9, 

2013.  A free two-part seminar was held at our Is-

landia offices which mental health advocates, con-

sumers and other interested community members 
attended.  Bill Brooks, Esq., Professor at Touro Law 

School co-presented with Maria Dosso, Esq. of Nas-

sau Suffolk Law Services. 
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Denise Snow, Staff Attorney in the Permanency 
Legal Assistance Needs Project at Law Services, was 

a presenter at Adelphi University’s free seminar enti-

tled Know Y our Right as a Health Care Consumer on 

Wednesday November 20, 2013.    

family law is a difficult area, and in the pro bono context 

practice in, but is the one he is strongly committed to and 

As an example, Mr. Cherkoss related one memorable pro 

bono case involving a divorcing couple with significant 

her sole name and a $75,000 lien on her premarital home. 

With the assistance of pro bono bankruptcy counsel, this 

client was able to discharge her unsecured debt and nego-

tiate a significant contribution from her husband towards 

the lien on the house. It was gratifying to be able to help 

someone in dire straights. Like so many cases, however, 

it was complicated by the myriad financial and personal 

Maria Dosso, Director of Communications and Volunteer 

like Mr. Cherkoss.  His generosity of spirit and expertise 

intensive and emotional area of the law, easi-

 On November 5, 2013 Carolyn McQuade, Staff 
Attorney in the Adult Home Unit did a training for ap-

proximately 20 Clubhouse of Suffolk case managers, 

many of whom have clients who are residents of adult 

homes.  Discussion topics ranged from rights of residents 
with regard to drug co-payments, personal needs allow-

ances, and difficulties with the physical conditions at the 

homes..     

Nassau Suffolk Law Services participated in a Free 

“Know Your Rights” Legal Clinic, held on Tues-

day, December 4, 2013 Touro Law Center. For those 

homeowners behind in mortgage payments or in 

jeopardy of foreclosure, free legal advice from local 
non-profit was available. Range of topics include: 

 

 Loan modifications 
 Alternatives to foreclosure 

 The foreclosure timeline and the Settlement Con-

ference Process 
 How to get free legal assistance from a HOPP 

funded agency 

 

    

   



 

     Divorce Pro Se Project 

Law Services is also working together with Touro Law School to meet the great demand for 

divorce related legal services.  Without a funded divorce project in Suffolk County, low in-

come people who want to get divorced must rely on the assignment of a pro bono attorney to 

their case.  Law Services' pro bono units are inundated with calls for this service but Touro stu-

dents are helping out through their Pro Se Project.   

 

Suffolk residents whose divorces are “uncontested” may be eligible for help if they are willing 

to be self represented. Touro students can help applicants who have no assets, no minor chil-

dren (unless the child support order is already in place).  To see if you're eligible you can call 

631 761-7197. 

On October 22, 2013, Law Services’ Pro Bono Project together with the Suffolk County Bar Association  

honored our Suffolk attorneys who completed a Pro Bono case in the past 12 months with a luncheon held 

at the Suffolk County Bar Association.  Judge Fern Fisher, Director of the NYS Courts Access to Justice 

Program Deputy Chief Administrative Judge of NYC, attended and spoke to the group expressing her sup-

port for the exemplary work of our pro bono attorneys.   

 

SUFFOLK PRO BONO ATTORNEYS HONORED 

Judge Fern Fisher lends her support 

 A sampling of Suffolk County attorneys who completed a full 

service pro bono case in 2012-13. 

PRO BONO NEWS 
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LAW SERVICES  

WINTER 2014 TRAINING SCHEDULE 

Training Registration Form 

Name                                                      

 

Agency Affiliation  

 

Phone Number 

 

 

Email Address 

 

Title of Training(s) 

 

 

 

  Fee, if applicable should be made payable to Nassau Suffolk Law Services, mailed to the address below 

 

  Payment enclosed.  

    

  Will pay at a later date.  If paying on the day of the training please try to pay by check or exact amount in cash. Thank you.  

 

Nassau/Suffolk Law Services, 1757 Veterans Highway, Suite 50, Islandia, N,Y. 11749  

                       Attn: Cathy Lucidi.  This form may also be faxed to Cathy at (631) 232-2489 

Trainings will be held at our Islandia  office: 1757 Veterans Hwy, Suite 50, Islandia. To pre-register, please 

call the Training Line at 631 232-2400 x 3357, fax 631 232-2489 or email Cathy Lucidi at clu-

cidi@wnylc.com. Fee is $35 per training. Please make check payable to Nassau Suffolk Law Services and 

mail your  payment in advance to confirm pre-registration. If inclement weather on the day of the training, 

please call our training line at 631 232-2400 ext. 3357 for possible cancellation. 

Affordable Care Act— Wednesday, January 15, 2014—9:30-12:30  Kelly Murray, Esq. a representative of The 
Long Island Health and Welfare Council will be providing a comprehensive overview of the new ACA and how we 

will be affected.  Come and learn how to access insurance coverage through the NY State of Health Benefit Market-

place.  We will be comparing options and discussing where to begin in finding the right plan for our clients. Maria 

Dosso, Esq. will present on Medicaid coverage and how it will operate in concer t with the new ACA. Fee $35 

Keeping the Heat On—Thursday, January 30, 2013 9:30-12:30 

With the winter cold comes the complaints of no heat.  These issues are serious and can be more complicated than 
simply seeking funds from charities or DSS. The seminar will talk about the cause of various heat emergencies 

faced by Long Islanders, legal solutions, and practical options and resources. Maria Dosso   Fee $35 

Overview of Department of Social Services   Wednesday, February 5, 2014  10-12:30 Hempstead office.A pri-

mer for all DSS-related benefits. We will discuss eligibility and the application process for cash assistance, food 

stamps, Medicaid and services such as APS and Preventive services. Valuable advocacy tips will be suggested to 
deal with common problems and issues that arise. Douglas Ruff, Welfare Unit Senior Staff Attorney and Maria 

Dosso will present. A great introduction for the new advocate and a practical review for the more experienced work-

ers. $35 Fee Please note location: Hempstead office Please go to our website for driving and parking directions 
www.nslawservices.org. Click “Contact NSLS” on side panel 
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admitted that her office had erroneously failed to provide him with the proper notice of the default, which 

she alleged was in fact based on Dorothy’s failure to pay the overdue rent and not due to her son’s visits. 

The opposing counsel had her office contact the Sheriff to hold off on the 72-hour notice for ten days in or-

der to sort things out.  Dorothy presented proof of payment in accordance with the repayment schedule to 

Mr. Ferro, which he forwarded to the opposing counsel, and the matter was believed to be resolved.  

 Then the unexpected happened. Before Dorothy could contact her attorney, Mr. Ferro, the Sheriff 

evicted her and removed all her belongings from the apartment, moving them to a storage facility. 

(Fortunately, the law in Nassau does not permit the Sheriff to simply deposit the tenant’s possessions on the 

curb as is the case in Suffolk County and other jurisdictions).    In a panic, Dorothy called Mr. Ferro who 

immediately filed an Order to Show Cause on a Friday to restore her to the apartment, along with her be-

longings.  Meanwhile Dorothy stayed with a relative for a few days. It helped that the landlord’s attorney 

admitted the mistake and on the following Monday, the judge signed the order 

and Dorothy was immediately restored to the possession of her apartment along 

with all her belongings which were moved back in at the landlord’s expense. Af-

ter this harrowing experience which caused her considerable anxiety, Dorothy 

was very grateful that her housing had been preserved. Great work, John! 

David Han, Volunteer 

  

(Continued from page 3) 

increasingly difficult when dealing with adopted 

children as birth certificates may not be within the 

county, the state, or their whereabouts are other-

wise unknown. Notifying the children’s known 

family members of the petition becomes a feat in 

itself, with locating and serving each interested 

party. Multiplied by four, the enormity of the task 

was clear. 

Although difficult, Mr. J’s final goal was 

accomplished with the court appointment of  Ms. 

K  as the legal guardian of Mr. J’s four children.  

“They’re all in this household [as a family], same 

home, same school, same arrangement.” Snow 

said. “It’s as good as can be, under the circum-

stances.”  

By Alex J. Berkman,  

Volunteer 

 

 

 

          

 

of the proposed guardian is in the best interest of the 

children, preparing a Standby Guardianship in advance 

can assist in this determination of intent and prevent a 

great deal of stress and potential harm. “It can also be 

very beneficial in the circumstance that there are is-

sues with a child’s parentage, such as in an adoption 

situation,” Snow said. 

In the winter of 2012, Mr. J’s health continued 

to worsen and he was readmitted to the hospital. He 

passed away in December 2012, before the Standby 

Guardianship could be completed. Although his pass-

ing meant beginning the process anew, Snow re-

mained committed to alleviating Mr. J’s greatest con-

cern prior to his passing to keep his children in the ar-

rangement they had come to call home. “He was dis-

traught,” Snow said, recounting Mr. J’s concern for his 

children’s well-being. “They were definitely a fami-

ly.” 

It was no easy task, however, as petitions for 

adopted children so often are. Appointment of a guard-

ian for a child requires a great deal of paperwork, such 

as the child’s certified birth certificate and a detailed 

listing of all members of the household and their back-

ground information, for example. This task becomes 

(Continued from page 3) Keeping Family Together 



Nassau/Suffolk Law Services Committee, Inc. 

 1 Helen Keller Way, 5th Fl. Hempstead,  

N.Y. 11550 

(516) 292-8100 

1757 Veterans Memorial Hwy., Suite 50,         

Islandia , N.Y.  11749 

(631) 232-2400 

 New Address:400 W. Main St. Suite 301.,  

Riverhead, N.Y. 11901 

(631) 369-1112 

“Equal Justice  
Under Law” 

We’re  

We’re on the Web  

www.nslawservices.org 

Make sure to 

give us your 

email address 

by going to 

www.nslawservices.org and look 

for the “Sign up for our newsletter 

field.”  Tell your friends and col-

leagues!  

 And don’t forget to check 

out our Facebook page  

https://www.facebook.com/NassauSuffolkL

awServices 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT! 

 

You now have the ability to support Nassau Suffolk Law Services by 

making a donation online! Go to our web-

site:www.nslawservices.org/donation.shtml and show your support for the 

critical legal services we provide. You can also use the online donation 
form to email your friends and family directly and invite them to join us 

as a supporter!  Or , you can mail this form  with your donation to Nas-

sau/Suffolk Law Services, One Helen Keller Way, 5th Flr. Hempstead, 

NY 11550, Attn: Maureen. Thank you! 

 

Name:  

 

Company: 

 

Address 

 

 

Email Address 

 

Credit Card Info.(Mastercard or Visa only) No.  

Exp. Date                       Security No. 

Check enclosed in the amount of      

 

Welcome to our new staff who have recently 

joined the ranks of  Nassau Suffolk Law  

Services: 

 

Stephanie Cunningham, Staff Attorney    Suffolk Housing Unit  

Alex Berkman. Staff Attorney       Suffolk Housing Unit 

Alex Freundlich, Staff Attorney        Nassau Mental Health Law Project 

Ellen Krakow, Staff Attorney          Pro Bono Project 

Congratulations to Marissa Luchs-Kindler on her promotion to Senior Staff 

Attorney, Suffolk Housing Unit 

Our East End office is still 

here! We have relocated to 

400 West Main St.  

Riverhead Suite 301. The number  

remains the same 631 369-1112 

http://www.nslawservices.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NassauSuffolkLawServices
https://www.facebook.com/NassauSuffolkLawServices
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Free+Facebook+Logo+Clip+Art&id=06A0FAED76EFF4C097CEDDB9F15FF2FA40E51879&FORM=IQFRBA
http://www.nslawservices.org/donation.shtml


Message From the Executive Director,  Jeffrey A. Seigel 

Thanks to the ongoing efforts of Chief Judge Jonathan Lippman, 
Law Services was recently awarded New York State Office of 
Court Administration funding that has enabled us to restore pro-
grams and staffing which was eliminated with the last round of 
funding cuts.  We are happy to announce that our Consumer Debt 
Project has been resurrected and will be serving both Nassau and 
Suffolk.  We have also restored staff to our Landlord/Tenant Pro-

jects in both counties, and we are adding staff to our Pro Bono Project and our 
Suffolk County Domestic Violence Unit.   

We have something special to celebrate in this upcoming New Year and we are 
grateful to our Long Island partners for your support.  We wish you a Happy 
Holiday and Happy New Year! 

 

 


