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This special edition of the Law Services News comes to you with best wishes 

for a Happy Holiday Season! 

We devote this issue to our loyal supporters, especially those who sponsored and celebrated our 
annual Fall Commitment to Justice Reception on October 25, 2017! Thank you for making it 
the most successful yet! 

       Gold Leaf  Sponsor—Ruskin Moscou Faltischek, P.C.                                              

         Silver Leaf  Sponsor —USI Insurance Services, LLC   

Employee Appreciation—Carole & Jim Burns                                                                                 

Bronze Leaf  Sponsors 

Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC                                                                          
Castagna Realty                                                                 

Flushing Bank                                          
Lazer, Aptheker, Rosella & Yedid, P.C.                   
Mutual of  America                             

PSEG Long Island                                 

Suffolk County Bar Association            
Touro College Jacob D. Fuchsberg  

Red Leaf  Sponsors  

 

Grabie & Grabie LLP                                                                    
Life’s WORC                                                                            
Satty, Levine & Ciacco, CPAs, PC                              
Nassau County Bar Association                                  
Suffolk County Bar Association Pro Bono 
Foundation  

Green Leaf  Sponsors  

Esquire Bank                                                                 
Farrell Fritz, PC                                                             
Fratello Law, PC                                                           
Law Office of Mark E. Goidell                                      
Scott and Joleen Karson                                                  
Patricia M. Latzman, Esq.                                             
Lanker, Siffert & Wohl, LLP                                                                   
Peter H. Levy, Esq.                                                                                             
Nassau County Women’s Bar Association                     
Lorraine and Jeffrey A. Seigel                                       
Suffolk County Women’s Bar Assocation                                                             
Law Office of Irene Villacci, Esq., P.C.   

We also wish to acknowledge the special support of Larkfield,  Hector Herrera 
Photography,  Monarch Graphics and Musicians—Mel Gassman, Jerry Jacoby and  
Paul Sabatino.  

Orange Leaf  Sponsors  

Dorf Associates                                                               
Saundra M. Gumerove & Associates                                                            
Kaufman, Borgeest & Ryan , LLP                                
Susan & Michael Kerr                                                    
Life’s WORC Trust Services                                        
Morritt, Hock & Hamroff, LLP                                             
Realtime Reporting, Inc.                                                                   
Rivkin Radler, LLP                                                  
Salenger, Sack , Kimmel & Bavaro, LLP                            
Satty, Levin & Ciacco, CPSs PC1  
A Friend of Law Services 

https://www.facebook.com/NassauSuffolkLawServices


Fall Commitment to Justice October 25, 2017  

A great evening of fun and camaraderie supporting      

NSLS’ work in the community! 

Thank you, thank you, thank you ! 

JOURNAL  ADS  & BUSINESS CARDS 

Beth Polner Abrahams, Esq.                                                                                                                                

The Aged, Blind and Disabled Medicaid Application                                                     

 Assistance Program of Long Island                                                                

Mark H. Alcott                                                                                                                             

Archer, Byington, Glennon & Levine                                                                 

Elliot and Joann Arnold                                                                                                                

George Ann Barbieri                                                                                                                         

Richard M. Bivone                                                                                                                    

Birzon, Strang & Associates                                                                                                                    

Bladykas & Panetta, L.S.P.E. PC                                                                                        

Bond, Schoeneck & King , PLLC                                                                                                     

Child Care Council                                                                                                                          

Comprehensive Plan                                                                                                                   

Cullen & Dykman                                                                                                                         

Elliot and Joann Arnold                                                                                                            

George Ann Barbieri                                                                                                                       

Richard M. Bivone                                                                                                                       

Germano & Cahill, P.C.                                                                                                                  

Eugene Cook                                                                                                                                      

Carol A. Dickman                                                                                                                            

Jack B. Friedman                                                                                                                              

Robert and Ann Fromer                                                                                                   

Gassman, Biamonte & Gruner, P.C.                                                                                   

Michael Haberman Associates, Inc.                                                                                       

Maurice  A. Deanne School of Law at Hofstra University                                               

Harris, Bloom & Archer, LLP                                                                                                                                                              

Hawkins, Delafield & Wood, LLP                                                                                                

Kassoff, Robert & Learner                                                                                                                                             

Iris Levin                                                                                                                                        

Midtown Office Supplies                                                                                                        

Meyer, Suozzi English & Klein, P.C.                                                                                                          

Grace D. Moran                                                                                                                                    

Michael Needleman, Esq.                                                                                                            

New York State Bar Association                                                                                                

New York for Kim                                                                                                                                          

RMB                                                                                                                                                  

South Shore County Day School                                                                                           

Thomas M. Sullivan                                                                                                                    

Sullivan Papain McGrath & Cannavo, P.C.                                                                                                                                                                            

Village of Great Neck Estates                                                                                                 

Village of North Hills                                                                                                                                                 

Ira Warshawsky, Esq.                                                                       

Lloyd Zuckerberg  

                                           GENERAL DONATIONS                                       

June Appleton                                                                                                                                     

Armand Araujo                                                                                                                           

Rachel Beller                                                                                                                               

Mike Besso                                                                                                                                    

Columbian Lawyers’ Association of Nassau County, Inc.                                             

Janet and Rudi de Winter, Esq.                                                                                                  

Elizabeth Pollina Donlon, Esq.                                                                                              

Wolfe J. Flywheel                                                                                                                             

Christina Grobe                                                                                                                           

Patricia M. Hynes & Roy L. Reardon Foundation                                                            

David Kass                                                                                                                                       

Jay A. Katz                                                                                                                                     

Kelly Development Corporation                                                                                                       

A. Thomas Levin, Esq.                                                                                                                   

Nassau County AHRC Foundation                                                                                           

Thomas Maligno, Esq.                                                                                                                  

Gary Nielson                                                                                                                                      

Pegalis & Erickson, LLC                                                                                                           

Rene H. Rameriz                                                                                                                             

Jane and Michael Reinhardt                                                                                                           

Lois Schwaeber, Esq.                                                                                                                  

Hon. Jack B. Weinstein                                                                                                                

Stephen P. Younger 

Congratulations to A. Thomas 

Levin, Esq., (right) of Meyer, Su-

ozzi, English & Klein, recipient of 

the Barbara J. Mehrman Commit-

ment to Justice Award. 

The evening’s 

keynote speaker, 

Honorable Fern 

Photos by 

Hector Herrera 

Photography 
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Homeless Children and the Right to School Transportation 

The issue of homeless children missing school is one that NSLS has monitored 

carefully through the years.  In the past, we had seen egregious violations of the 

federal McKinney-Vento Act and learned that homeless children were missing 

many days of school due to a lack of transportation, which contributed to the 

trauma of homelessness and seriously impacted the educational progress of af-

fected children. The responsibility to provide bus transportation can belong to 

the Department of Social Services or the school district, depending on the cir-

cumstances.  

Thousands of homeless children on Long Island are potentially at risk and we rely on community advo-

cates and school personnel to monitor that homeless children are receiving the necessary PROMPT 

transportation services to school.  We encourage you to educate yourselves on the law.  No homeless 

child should be missing school due to a lack of school transportation.  For example, a child placed by 

DSS in a shelter should be receiving school transportation within 3 days.  If the family has been 

moved from shelter to shelter, the transportation should be arranged in advance so that it is seamless and 

not interfering with attendance for more than one day at the most.  

Our offices recently advocated for one of these homeless families, placed by DSS in temporary housing, 

to insure that the children received transportation to school.  We were pleased to hear the Suffolk De-

partment of Social Services acknowledge that it is “committed to facilitating timely school transporta-

tion to all homeless children in accordance with 06 ADM-15 and continues to make this a priority.”   

Remember that homeless families who are placed in shelters or doubled up with another household be-

cause they are homeless, are protected by the McKinney Vento Law which requires that DSS or the 

school district provide school transportation to the district of choice.   If you work with homeless fami-

lies, refer to the materials below or call the Legal Support Center at 631 232-2400.  NYS TEACH also 

provides advocacy assistance at: 800 388-2014 or info@nysteachs.org.  More information is available at 

www.nysteachs.org:  
Tips for Schools and Advocates on the Rights of Homeless Children 

 McKinney-Vento Act and School Transportation for Homeless Children  

 

Utility Service and Medical Certifications 
As winter months approach and we advocate for our clients who are facing utility 
shutoffs, it is important to know that a medical certification letter is an important 
tool to maintain service for those households with medical issues.  With proper 
medical certification and a demonstration of an inability to pay utility arrears, utili-
ty service should not be terminated, pursuant to the LIPA TARIFF V.B.13 Leaf 
No.125-7.  A doctor must submit a written statement on letterhead specifying the 
nature of the patient’s illness or medical condition, asserting that at a lack of utility 
service would “aggravate the condition.” The letter must be on the doctor’s station-
ery and include the name and address of the patient. Note that a life threatening 
emergency is not what the law requires to qualify.  The medical certification letter 
is effective for 30 days and is renewable.  
 
In a recent matter handled by NSLS, PSEG conceded that a properly documented 
medical condition was sufficient to maintain or restore utility service. The customer 

is still liable for the debt and should make reasonable efforts to pay. Advocates with similar issues can 
call the NSLS Legal Support Center for Advocates or have the client call our offices directly. 

 

https://otda.ny.gov/policy/directives/2006/ADM/06-ADM-15.pdf
https://otda.ny.gov/policy/directives/2006/ADM/06-ADM-15.pdf
http://www.nysteachs.org/info-topic/transportation.html
mailto:info@nysteachs.org
http://www.nysteachs.org/
http://www.nysteachs.org/media/TipsForSchoolAndDistrictLeadership_2016_FINAL.pdf
http://www.nysteachs.org/faqs/transportation.html
http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=4Krifz1x&id=BEA509C36EAA5989B1082C740DFFC3477F975C70&thid=OIP.4Krifz1xfUHlkRYkwd8mfADHEs&mediaurl=http://img.deusm.com/networkcomputing/2014/01/1318523/utilities-2195_640.jpg&exph=640&expw=426&q=google+imag
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The Suffolk Pro Bono Project was pleased 

to honor John Weber as its Pro Bono At-

torney of the Month.  Over the past seven 

years, Mr. Weber has contributed greatly 

to the work of the Project by volunteering 

his bankruptcy skills to our clients.  It is 

his unending generosity that compelled us to honor him 

with this distinction.   

Since 2010, Mr. Weber has helped numerous Pro 

Bono Project clients with Chapter 7 bankruptcies.  Many 

of these clients were saddled with tremendous amounts of 

consumer debt, often connected to a loss of employment, 

illness or disability.  The Project has been able to regular-

ly count on Mr. Weber to accept new referrals.  In fact, it 

is not uncommon for him to be representing multiple Pro-

ject clients simultaneously.   

Mr. Weber has a very modest view of his substan-

tial contribution to the Project, characterizing it as simply 

“a little way of paying back.”  While the Project greatly 

appreciates his work, Mr. Weber doesn’t consider it a sac-

rifice.  Weber asks, “If I have to be in court for a paying 

client anyway, why not also be there for a pro bono client 

on occasion?”   

The Suffolk Pro Bono Project also honored 

Kenneth Molloy as Pro Bono Attorney of 

the Month.   Over the past decade, Mr. 

Molloy has never hesitated to represent 

many of the Project’s matrimonial clients.  

It is his constant generosity and enthusiasm 

for the work of the Project that has earned 

him this distinction.    Over the past ten 

years, Mr. Molloy has accepted, on average, one matri-

monial client referral every year, and sometimes more.  

But even more impressive is the degree of dedication he 

has displayed to these clients. According to Mr. Molloy, it 

is not just the client that benefits from these referrals.  He 

believes the attorney does as well, and not just in the in-

tangible way that you feel from helping someone in need.  

Rather, Mr. Molloy believes the Project’s referrals are a 

real benefit to the attorney’s practice because of the expo-

sure and experience that come with it.  He explains, “The 

referrals are great training, especially if you’re a new at-

torney looking for a way to get your feet wet.”    

Important to Mr. Molloy are the supports and re-

sources the Project provides, including mentoring from 

experienced attorneys and retired judges who are availa-

ble to speak by phone or even meet with the volunteer 

attorney.  He notes, “It’s the fact that there’s always plen-

ty of assistance available when you need it that makes the 

Project a particularly great way to do pro bono work and 

give back.”   

Nassau Suffolk Law Services 

Volunteer Lawyers Project 

(VLP), recently honored a long

- tanding stalwart of the Land-

lord/ Tenant Attorney of the 

Day Program: Michael A. Rich, 

Esq.  Rich was named Attorney of the Month for 

representing low income clients in District Court 

through the VLP for over 15 years, and has donated 

over 48 hours alone this year. This is the second 

time he has been nominated for this honor.  This 

past year, Rich has actively represented 21 individu-

als or families, defending or forestalling evictions.  

The goal is to preserve housing or at least give the 

tenants sufficient time to secure alternative housing 

and avoid shelter placement or homelessness.  In 

nearly every matter, Rich has been able to dismiss 

the eviction or negotiate a stipulation of settlement 

which either provides for the client’s tenancy to 

continue, or allows additional time for them to seek 

alternative housing for their families. This type of 

assistance involves direct advocacy and engagement 

with the local community.  It is a way to empower 

others and help those who have no place else to go. 

When asked why he joined the VLP, Rich noted: “I 

simply wanted to give back.  The clients I assist 

show me a different world. I am often amazed at 

how families can survive on the brink of homeless-

ness.  I enjoy helping these clients keep a roof over 

their children’s heads.” 

The VLP also recently honored  

Barton R. Resnicoff as our most 

recent Attorney of the Month. Mr. 

Resnicoff, a solo practitioner in 

Lake Success, NY, specializes pre-

dominantly in matrimonial and 

family law.  We recognize him this 

month for his steadfast dedication 

to indigent Nassau County residents, whom he has 

provided with pro bono legal representation through 

the VLP for over 20 years.   He started his solo 

practice in 1991, and has been assisting pro bono 

clients ever since.   

“My commitment to assisting at least one pro bono 

client at all times allows me to know that I am doing 

something to increase access to justice for our low 

income Nassau County residents,” states Resnicoff.  

“If every attorney adopted this practice, we would 

be a lot closer to closing the justice gap.”  

 

If you are an attorney who would like to volunteer, please call 

Ellen Krakow, Esq. in Suffolk (631232-2400) or Susan Biller in 

Nassau (516 292-8100) 

http://nslawservices.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/John-Weber-attorney-of-the-month1.pdf
http://nslawservices.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/Kenneth-Molloy-correct.pdf
http://nslawservices.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/Pro-Bono-Attorney-of-the-Month-resnicoff-sept-17.pdf


 LAW SERVICES WINTER 2018 TRAINING SCHEDULE 

Benefits Basics: Understanding how the various public benefits operate is basic to every competent 

advocate’s training.  This workshop is intended for less experienced advocates who would like an overview 

of benefit rules (SSI, SSD, welfare, food stamps, Medicaid, Medicare) and how the complex eligibility rules 

interrelate.  Be prepared for a comprehensive overview! Tuesday January 23, 2018 9:30-12:30 Islandia 

office 

 To pre-register, please call the Training Line at 631 232-2400 x 3357, fax 631 232-2489 or email Cathy 

Lucidi at clucidi@wnylc.com. Fee is $35 per training (Scholarships available). Please make check pay-

able to Nassau Suffolk Law Services and mail your  payment in advance to confirm pre-registration. In 

case of inclement weather please call our offices for confirmation:  631 232-2400, ext., 3357. 

Training Registration Form 

Name                                                      

 

Agency Affiliation  

 

Phone Number 

 

Email Address 

 

Title of Training(s) 

 

Amount Enclosed  

Please check if payment will  be sent at a  later date or on the date of  the Training  ⃝ 

Please return with applicable fee to: Nassau/Suffolk Law Services, 1757 Veterans Highway, Suite 50, Islandia, N,Y. 11749                        

Attn: Cathy Lucidi.  This form may also be faxed to Cathy at (631) 232-2489 

Medicaid Overview: This training will cover Medicaid eligibility rules with special emphasis on 

Community Medicaid. The discussion will include a description of the various Medicaid programs,  

spenddowns, supplemental needs trusts, eligibility for persons with disabilities, and Medicaid through the 

NY Marketplace.  Wednesday February 7, 2018 9:30-12:30, Islandia Office  

 

 

 

The time is NOW! Open Enrollment in NYS for 2018 coverage in a Qualified Health Plan (QHP) 

began on November 1, 2017 and ends January 31, 2018!  (Enrollment in Medicaid, Child Health 

Plus, and the Essential Plan is year-round).  For assistance with an application call: 

Nassau Suffolk Hospital Council at 631-656-9783 for the Navigator Enrollment Schedule OR 

To make an appointment for assistance with the application call: 

Community Service Society of NY – 1-888-614-5400 
Public Health Solutions – 1-646-632-5986 
Or enroll by phone by calling NY State of Health Customer Support: 1-855-355-5777 

Don’t miss the deadline! 

https://nystateofhealth.ny.gov/


LAW SERVICES  NEWS—HOLIDAY  ISSUE  2017  P AGE  6  

L AW  SERVICES  IN  OUR  COMMUNITY  

Law Services continues its strong ties within the community in an effort to collaborate with various agencies 

and ensure that low income Long Islanders receive the services they so desperately need.  If you happen to see 

any of our Law Services’ staff at a community event, please stop by to introduce yourself and say hello.  We’d 

love to meet you, and as always we thank you for your support! 

Nassau Suffolk Law Services staff participat-

ed at the annual PSEG Forum on October 20, 
2017 which brought together hundreds of 

advocates for a day of networking and train-
ing.  Nancy Green, Director of Office Ad-

ministration and Infor-

mation Technology, 
staffed our information 

table and  Maria Dosso, 
Director of Communica-
tions and Volunteer Ser-

vices presented on Utility 

Law.      

Brad Seigel, Esq. Advisory Council member, is 

joined by Sheila 

Johnson, NSLS 

Dir. of Develop-

ment and Govt. 

Affairs, and Gina 

Pirozzi, Advisory 

Council member. 

Attending the 

BOOM Business 

Networking Expo. 

On November 2, 2017   

Marcia Vogel, Disability Ad-
vocate, Education and Disa-

bility Rights Project, was 
part of a panel at The Bridg-
ing the Gap Conference held 

at Stony Brook University.   

On July 20, 2017 Susanna Laruccia , 

Esq., and Catherine Mendolia, Esq. 
both of the Veterans Rights Project, par-

ticipated in Assemblyman Chad Lupinac-

ci’s Veterans Rights Roundtable.   

Catherine also attended Veterans appreci-

ation Day held at Adelphi University on 

October 15, 2017.   

Susanna attended the 

Veterans Services’ Semi-
nar II held on November 
17, 2017 at the East 

Farmingdale Fire Depart-

ment. 

On September 28, 2017,    

Diane McClernon, Staff At-
torney, DAP Unit, presented 

at a CLE training entitled 
“Alzheimers and the Law” 
held at the Suffolk County Bar 

Association.  

On July 31, 2017 Dan 

Okrent, Staff Attorney, 
Senior Citizens Law Pro-

ject, staffed a table at the 
Pro Washington Senior Fair 
held at the Port Washing-

ton Library.  

On July  25, 2017  Jody Brinson, Esq.  

and Liz Wolf,  Director of Social Work, 
gave a presentation of health care prox-

ies, living wills and supplemental needs 
trusts at Options for Community Living’s 

Nassau office. 

On November 15, 2017 Eva Nieves, 

MSW, and Maria Dosso, Esq. spoke 
about affordable housing solutions and 

other senior topics at the SCBA Elder Law 

Committee meeting.  

On November 14, 2017 Ellen Krakow, 

Pro Bono Coordinator attended Longwood 
School District’s Transitions Fair and pro-

vided information about the Pro Bono Pro-
ject’s new Self-Help 17-A Guardianship 
Project and the SSI/SSD Application Pro-

ject, as well as the Education and Disabil-

ity Rights Project.   
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Nassau/Suffolk Law Services Committee, Inc. 

 1 Helen Keller Way, 5th Fl. Hempstead,  

N.Y. 11550 

(516) 292-8100 

1757 Veterans Memorial Hwy., Suite 50,              

Islandia , N.Y.  11749 

(631) 232-2400  

400 West Main Street, Suite 301,  

       Riverhead, NY 11901. 

(631) 369-1112 

 

“Doing What’s 

Legally Possible 

to Create a Just 

World”  

Make sure to give us your 

email address by going to 

www.nslawservices.org and 

look for the “Sign up for our 

newsletter field”.  Tell your 

friends and colleagues! 

We’re on the Web  

www.nslawservices.org 

Follow us on Facebbook  

Staff Announcements 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT! 

You now have the ability to support Nassau Suffolk Law Services by making a 

donation online! Go to our website:www.nslawservices.org/donation.shtml and show 

your support for the critical legal services we provide. You can also use the 

online donation form to email your friends and family directly and invite them 

to join us as a supporter!  Or , you can mail this form  with your donation to 

Nassau/Suffolk Law Services, One Helen Keller Way, 5th Flr. Hempstead, NY 

11550, Attn: Maureen. Thank you! 

 

Name(as it appears on your credit card) :  

 

Company: 

 

Address 

 

Email Address 

 

Credit Card Info.(Mastercard or Visa only) No.  

Exp. Date                       Security No. 

Check enclosed in the amount of      

We recently bid farewell to Joanna Smykowski of the Disabil-

ity Advocacy Project. 

Victor Ambrose has recently retired from NSLS after  years 

of dedicated service in housing and family law units.  He is a 

legend! But he continues to serve in a pro bono capacity to our 

great fortune! 

We welcome Stephanie Diemer, Esq. to our Suffolk Civil Unit. 

Victoria Osk, Managing At-

torney, was recently honored 
at a Law Services celebration 

for her 30 years of dedicated 
service as a "true partner in 

justice." Over the years she 
has shared her incredible le-

gal experience with her col-
leagues and protected hun-

dreds of low income and dis-
abled clients from homelessness, loss of income, and de-

nial of health services. Congratulations, Vicky! 

http://www.nslawservices.org/
http://www.nslawservices.org/donation.shtml


Message From the Executive Director  

 

The end of the year brings important time for reflection and 
gratitude for our every good fortune,  especially when so many 
of our neighbors are struggling on Long Island. Law Services is 
grateful to be able to continue its long tradition of providing 
dedicated, skilled advocacy for the benefit of our clients and 
community.  Despite the many pressures and challenges we of-
ten face in the delivery of those services, it is gratifying when 
we hear expressions of appreciation from our clients.  

We are especially thankful this year for the success of our Fall  Commitment to Jus-
tice Reception which exceeded our expectations in being our most profitable fund-
raiser to date! Thank you for your continued support. On behalf of the staff, Board 
of Directors and Advisory Council, we extend a wish for a happy and joyous holi-
day and New Year! 

www.nslawservices.org 


